PERAK

P54 GERIK

· Rural inland constituency bordering Thailand and Kedah.

· Malay-majority; visible Chinese minority; small Indian and Siamese minorities; other ethnic groups include the Temiar, Jahai and Kintaq Orang Asli.

· Main settlements: Gerik, Pengkalan Hulu (border crossing into Thailand).  

· Location of Temenggor Lake (inundated valley by the Temenggor Dam; scene of a 1988 boat capsize that killed 21 tribal people) and the Belum Forest Reserve; Gerik town is the starting point of the East-Coast Highway that links Peninsular Malaysia’s west and east coasts. 

· A ‘black area’ during the Emergency due to communist guerrilla activities (until the Hatyai peace treaty of 1989 between the Malayan Communist Party and the Government).  

· Economic activities: farming, small businesses, sale of jungle produce, eco-tourism.

· Issues: abject poverty and marginalisation of Temiar and Jahai peoples, allegations of illegal logging in forest reserves. 

· Religion: Largely Muslim population; Buddhism, Taoism, Animism (Orang Asli) and Hinduism; small Christian presence. 

· Religious sites:  Siladidhamma Pavarasaya Vihara Buddhist Temple (Chinese Theravada temple cum monastery; Pengkalan Hulu), Sri Subramaniar Hindu Temple (Gerik – dedicated to Murugan the deity of war and victory), Rajamonisamiramo Khunnupanyachant Shrine (Theravada – dedicated to a deceased monk), Gerik Jamek Mosque.
· Local Malays have long regarded the stretches of the East-West Highway after Gerik town as ‘haunted’ due to many unexplained incidents experienced by motorists.         
P55 LENGGONG

· Large rural inland constituency bordering Kedah and Kelantan.

· Malay-majority; Chinese minority; small Indian community; the Temiar and Lanoh (small, largely Islamised Orang Asli) can be found here as well.

· Main settlements: Lenggong.

· Location of Kota Tampan and Bukit Jawa: archaeological sites with signs of earliest human habitation In Malaysia.

· Economic activities:  farming (oil palm), animal husbandry (deer, cows, goats), trading, freshwater fishing (Raban Lake), cottage industries (Lenggong is famous for its local fermented fish called ‘pekasam’).

· Issues: Illegal logging, marginalisation of the Lanoh tribe, rural poverty.

· Religion: Largely Muslim population; Buddhism, Taoism, Hinduism, Animism (mainly Temiar); small Christian presence. 

· Religious sites: Jamek Mosque (Lenggong).         

P56 LARUT

· Inland, semi-rural constituency bordering Kedah.

· Predominantly Malay; small Indian community which slightly outnumbers the Chinese.

· Main settlements: Selama, Batu Kurau, Kubu Gajah.

· Economic activities: farming (Batu Kurau is noted for its durians), tourism (home-stay programmes – Bukit Kurau).

· Issues: rural poverty.  

· Religion: Islam is the dominant religion; visible presence of Hindus, Buddhists and Taoists; minimal Christian presence.

· Religious sites: numerous mosques and Muslim prayer halls (‘surau’) in the rural areas; Hindu temples and shrines can be seen in Indian areas.    

P57 PARIT BUNTAR

· Small coastal constituency bordering Pulau Pinang and Kedah; Kerian River forms natural border with Kedah.  

· Malay-majority; sizeable Chinese minority; small Indian minority; Banjar community in Parit Buntar area.

· Main settlements: Parit Buntar, Titi Serong, Kuala Kurau. 

· Scene of the 1972 Kerian River Ferry Tragedy that claimed 28 lives (mainly school students).  

· Economic activities: farming (Kerian District is Perak’s rice belt), businesses (Parit Buntar town is a key commercial hub), light industries, fisheries (Kuala Kurau), eco-tourism (bird sanctuary at Kuala Gula).

· Issues: rural poverty, fishermen face licensing problems and unclear delineation of water boundaries between Pulau Pinang and Perak, poor drainage affecting rice farmers in Kerian.

· Religion: Largely Muslim with Buddhist, Taoist and Hindu minorities; small presence of Christians.

· Religious sites: Hua Seng Keng Buddhist-Taoist Temple (Kuala Gula), Kuala Kurau Sri Subramaniyar and the Parit Buntar Arulmigu Sri Subramaniar Hindu temples (both dedicated to Murugan, deity of war and victory),  Dato’ Kong Taoist Temple (dedicated to the local Malay guardian spirit).

P58 BAGAN SERAI

· Rural coastal constituency; located within Kerian area (Perak’s rice belt).

· Malay and Banjar (distinct Muslim ethnic groups from Kalimantan) majority; visible Chinese and Indian minorities.

· Main settlement: Bagan Serai, Alor Pongsu, Semanggol.

· Economic activities: agriculture (paddy, palm oil, rubber), paddy processing, small businesses, fish farming. 

· Religious sites: Masjid Tinggi Mosque (Banjar-style wooden mosque), Bagan Serai Tua Pek Kong Temple.

P59 BUKIT GANTANG

· Rural coastal constituency.

· Malays form slight majority; large Chinese presence; small Indian minority.

· Main settlements: Bukit Gantang, Kuala Sepetang, Changkat Jering, Trong. 

· Economic activities: agriculture (paddy, palm oil, rubber, fruits), fisheries (Kuala Sepetang - deep-sea fishing, caged fish breeding). 

· Bukit Gantang was the scene of Malaysia’s worst road accident involving a bus which claimed 20 lives in 2007. 

· Issues: pockets of rural poverty, lack of development.

· Religion: Predominantly Muslim with visible number of Taoist, Buddhist and Hindu adherents; few Christians.    

P60 TAIPING

· Inland, mixed urban and semi-rural constituency; famed for the Taiping Lake Gardens.  

· Chinese form a slight majority over the Malays; visible Indian (Tamil, Ceylonese, Indian Muslim, Punjabi) community.

· Main settlement: Taiping (Perak’s second largest town – began as a Chinese-dominated tin-mining town).

· Economic activities: trading, agriculture; tin mining industry declining.  

· Kamunting was the scene of much bloodshed during the Larut Wars (a series of four wars from 1861-1873  between the Ghee Hin and Hai San secret societies operating the tin mines); it is currently the location of the Kamunting Detention Centre for detainees arrested under the  former Internal Security Act. 

· Issues: inadequate development (infrastructure and economic).

· Religion: Buddhism and Taoism are the larger faiths; visible presence of Islam, Hinduism and Christianity and Sikh communities. 

· Religious sites: Ling Nan Temple (reputedly Perak’s oldest Chinese temple, rebuilt in the 1990’s supposedly on instructions from the deities), Sri Jada Muneesvarar Alyam Temple (popular temple for lottery punters - wild boars around temple believed to be owned by the deity Muneesvarar), Taiping Gurdwara Sahib Sikh Temple (religious and community hub for the Punjabi), All Saints Anglican Church; numerous mosques as well.
P61 PADANG RENGAS

· Inland, rural constituency of mainly village settlements.

· Largely Malay; Chinese are a minority but outnumber Indians. 

· Main settlement: Padang Rengas.

· Site of the Chenderoh Dam (Malaysia’s oldest hydroelectric dam and power stations; constructed in the early 1920s). 

· Economic activities: farming, cement manufacturing (Lubok Merbau).

· Issues: lack of economic development, pollution from cement manufacturing, high truancy among schooling teens, rural poverty.

· Religion: Mainly Muslim presence; visible presence of Buddhist and Taoist adherents; few Hindus and Christians.

· Many religious schools (‘madrasah’) located in the Malay villages.

P62 SUNGAI SIPUT

· Big, rural, inland constituency bordering Pahang.

· Chinese form a slight majority over Malays; fairly large Indian (Tamil, Indian Muslim) minority; smaller Temiar and Semai Orang Asli population.

· Main settlement: Sungai Siput, Lintang.

· Sungai Siput witnessed the murder of three British plantation managers by communist guerrillas in 1948 which resulted in the declaration of the Emergency against the Malayan Communist Party; area was notorious for guerrilla activities during the Emergency.

· Economic activities: farming, light industries; Sungai Siput is known for its groundnuts
· Issues: illegal logging, land rights disputes over aboriginal land, rural poverty.

· Religion: Largely Buddhist and Taoist populations with visible presence of Islam; many Hindu temples and shrines; Christian community mainly in Sungai Siput town area.

P63 TAMBUN

· Inland, rural constituency bordering Pahang.

· Malay-majority; large Chinese minority; visible Indian community.

· Major settlements: Tambun, Chemor, Manjoi (Malay-majority satellite town of Ipoh).
· Economic activities: Farming (Tambun is famous for its pomelo).

· Religion: Mainly Muslim population: strong presence of Taoist, Buddhist faiths; small Hindu and Christian communities. 

· Religious sites: Tambun Jingang Jin She Temple (possibly the largest Tibetan Vajrayana Buddhist temple in Malaysia), Chemor Seen Hock Yeen Temple (Taoist-Buddhist-Confucian temple dedicated to Yu Di the Jade Emperor).
P64 IPOH TIMOR

· Urban seat located in the eastern section of Ipoh city.

· Many residential areas located here (Taman Canning, Pasir Pinji); covers parts of downtown Ipoh as well.

· Largely Chinese-dominated; small Malay and Indian minorities. 

· Economic activities: mainly both big and small-scale businesses; several of Ipoh’s oldest premier schools located here.

· Issues: rising crime, substance abuse.

· Religion: Mainly Taoist and Buddhist with Muslim and Hindu minorities; visible Christian community with many churches of various denominations. 

· Religious landmarks: High concentration of Taoist and Buddhist temples e.g. Tow Boo Keong (Nine Emperor Gods) Taoist temple, Paloh Khoo Miu (Ipoh’s oldest temple; 1872 Taoist temple dedicated to Tua Pek Kong deity).

· Location of the Ipoh Masonic Lodge as well. 

P65 IPOH BARAT

· Urban seat in the western section of Ipoh city. 

· Location of many major landmarks: railway station, Ipoh City Hall, business premises and Bangunan Perak Darul Ridzwan which houses the Perak State Assembly and various government departments. 

· Slight Chinese majority; large Indian minority; small Malay presence.

· Location of Gunung Cheroh, a limestone hill; legend has it that a spirit being appeared to Dato Panglima Kulup Kinta and instructed him to open up the first settlement in Ipoh; in 1972, a massive chunk of limestone fell on a squatter settlement killing 42 people (only 12 bodies were recovered; the remainder were left buried under the debris).        

· Issues: flash floods caused by poor drainage system, rising crime, poverty-stricken households, pockets of prostitution, gay meeting places. Villagers of Kampung Gunung Cheroh face eviction after their land was sold to a developer.

· Religion: Largely Buddhist and Taoist; significant Hindu presence (many temples in Buntong area) followed by Muslims and Christians (various churches).

· Religious landmarks: Perak State Mosque, Shree Chintamani Parshvanath Jain Temple (Malaysia’s first Jain temple), Gunung Cheroh Kallamulai Sri Subramaniar Hindu cave temple. 

P66 BATU GAJAH

· Semi-rural constituency; mixture of small towns and villages.

· Chinese-dominated; Indians (Tamil, Punjabi) slightly outnumber Malays. Also a community of ethnic Mandailing (originally from Sumatra, Indonesia; categorised as ‘Malay’).

· Main settlements: Batu Gajah (former tin-mining town), Jelapang (light industrial area), Lahat, Papan, Falim, Menglembu (famous for its groundnuts), Pusing, Tronoh.

· Economic activities:  small businesses, agricultural activities, light industries.

· Issues: Effects of radioactive contamination at Bukit Merah (result of rare earth refinery that operated in the 1980s; rise in birth defects, leukaemia and cancer); lack of job opportunities causing severe brain drain in smaller towns.  

· Religion: Large presence of Taoists, Buddhists, Hindus and Sikhs; small congregations of Christians.  

· Religious landmarks: Sri Subramaniyar Swamy Temple (Batu Gajah  - dedicated to Murugan the deity of war), Kuan Tay Taoist Temple (Batu Gajah’s oldest temple built in1895; dedicated to Guan Di the deity of war)  Gurdwara Sahib Sri Guru Arjan Devji (Sikh temple in Batu Pahat), Ho Sin Ku Taoist Temple (Tronoh; dedicated to Ho Sin Ku, a female member of the 8 Immortals) .
· Location of Kellie’s Castle, the ruins of an unfinished mansion built by William Kellie Smith during the early 20th century. Reputedly haunted and a place of interest for local paranormal enthusiasts.  
P67 KUALA KANGSAR

· Semi-rural constituency.

· Malay-majority; visible Chinese community; small Indian community; Temiar population in the outskirts.

· Main settlements: Kuala Kangsar (Perak’s royal town; seat of the Perak Sultanate), Manong.  

· Economic activities: Agriculture, small businesses, cottage industries (particularly the production of traditional water pitchers called ‘Labu Sayong’).

· Kuala Kangsar town lays claim as the location for the first Conference of Malay Rulers (1897); the town is also the location of the Perak Royal Mausoleum and the prestigious Malay College Kuala Kangsar (elite Malay boys’ school set up by the British; the school presently educates specially selected Malay boys aged 12-17).  
· Issues: Rural poverty, marginalisation of Temiar people, crime, juvenile delinquency.

· Religion: Largely Muslim; Taoist and Buddhist adherents among Chinese, Hindus found amongst Indians; small Christian community; many Temiar are animistic.      

· Religious landmarks: Ubudiah Mosque (Perak’s most famous mosque, noted for its beauty). 

P68 BERUAS

· Coastal constituency: mixture of towns and villages.

· Chinese majority; a sizeable Malay minority; small community of Indians.  

· Main settlements: Beruas, Pantai Remis, Pengkalan Baharu.

· Economic activities: Agriculture, fisheries. 

· Beruas is believed to be the site of the legendary Gangga Negara, an ancient Hindu-Buddhist kingdom (5th-6th century AD). 

· Issues: Smuggling activities, rural poverty, fishing community hard-hit by rising fuel costs.

· Religion: Taoism, Buddhism and Islam are visible. Small number of Christians and Hindus.

P69 PARIT

· Rural constituency with several small towns and villages.

· Large Malay majority; small Indian community which slightly outnumbers the Chinese. Small community of Semai.  Ethnic Banjar people (forefathers from Kalimantan) can be found as well.

· Main settlements: Parit, Bota (named after a local mythical man-devouring monster).

· Parit and Bota witnessed attacks by local Banjar and Malays on Chinese settlements suspected of harbouring communist guerrillas during the ‘Sabil War’ from 1948 - 1952. 

· Economic activities: Largely agricultural.

· Issues: Juvenile delinquency that includes substance abuse, illegal racing, truancy and vandalism.

· Religion: Islam predominates with small pockets of Taoists, Buddhists, Hindus and animists (Semai).     

P70 KAMPAR

· Located in central Perak.

· The Chinese majority only slightly outnumbers the Malay community; visible Indian (Tamil, Punjabi) community.  

· Main settlements: Kampar, Malim Nawar, Mambang Di Awan, Jeram (different from town with similar name in Selangor), Tanjong Tualang.

· Kampar was formerly a thriving tin-mining town. Mambang Di Awan means, ‘spirit beings in the clouds’ because of alleged apparitions in the air seen by early tin miners. The area was began as a new village for resettled Chinese during the communist Emergency period. 

· Economic activities: Commercial activities, light industries (Kampar and Mambang Di Awan), agricultural activities, higher education (University Tunku Abdul Rahman at Kampar town). 

· Issues: declining fortunes for small town businesses and subsequent exodus of young people resulting in brain drain.

· Religion: Visible presence of Taoism, Buddhism, Islam and Hinduism; small Christian presence; minimal Sikh presence.

· Religious landmarks: Kam Poh Ku Miu (Kampar Old Temple; 1895; also known as Shui Yue temple; Taoist-Buddhist; dedicated to Guan Yin the goddess of mercy), Sum Sun Sin See Taoist Temple (dedicated to Nine Emperor Gods; noted for its fire walking ritual during the Nine Emperor Gods Festival), Ho Kat Tong Taoist Temple, (1895; dedicated to Lady Immortal He, one of the Eight Immortals; private temple),  Tam Kung Taoist Temple (dedicated to Tam Kung, a folk deity said to be able to control weather and to heal), Sri Rama Baktha Hanuman Hindu Temple (Kampar; dedicated to Hanuman the monkey deity), Kampar Jamek An-Nur Mosque.  
P71 GOPENG

· Inland constituency bordering Pahang.

· Chinese form a slight majority over Malays; small Indian (Tamil & Punjabi) community; many Semai settlements here. Other communities include Mandailing and Rawa of Indonesian origin who are often categorised as ‘Malay’. 

· Main settlements: Gopeng (former tin mining industry town), Sungai Rapat (actually part of Ipoh town). 

· Economic activities:  Small businesses, eco-tourism (Gua Tempurung caves).

· Issues: Local communities still feeling the effects of the collapse of the tin mining industry in the 1980s and subsequent economic downturn (local businesses affected, exodus of younger generation to other places).   

· Religion: Largely Taoist-Buddhist (Chinese), Muslim (Malay, Rawa, Mandailing) and Hindu (Tamil); small Sikh community (Punjabi); some Christians (Chinese); animistic beliefs persist in some Semai villages.

· Location of the several Buddhist cave temples (most famous is the Sam Poh Tong which is said to be the largest cave temple in Malaysia) and numerous rural mosques and Muslim prayer halls.

· Other religious landmarks: Gopeng Kuan Yin Temple (oldest temple in Gopeng town; dedicated to Guan Yin the goddess of mercy), Sri Maha Mariamman temple (Gopeng – dedicated to goddess Mariamman), Masjid Baru Gopeng (main mosque in Gopeng), Gurdwara Sahib Gopeng (main Sikh temple in the area). 

P72 TAPAH

· Inland constituency bordering Pahang. 

· Visible presence of Malay, Chinese and Indian (Tamil) communities; large presence of Semai tribal people.  

· Main settlements: Tapah, Chenderiang.

· Witnessed the 1996 Pos Dipang landslide tragedy that destroyed the Semai village of Pos Dipang and claimed 44 lives. 

· Economic activities: agriculture, eco-tourism (several popular waterfalls including Lata Iskandar and Lata Kinjang, Kuala Woh forest reserve), small businesses.

· Issues: most Semai villages remain marginalised and poverty-stricken.  

· Religion: Predominantly Muslim, Buddhist, Taoist, Hindu, Christian; the Semai are animistic.
· Religious landmarks: Tam Kung Taoist Temple (Tapah; dedicated to Tam Kung, a folk deity said to be able to control weather and to heal).    
P73 PASIR SALAK

· Inland rural constituency.

· Largely Malay; visible Chinese community; small number of Indians (Tamil); sizeable number of ethnic Banjar in Sungai Manik (often categorised as ‘Malay’). 

· Main settlement: Pasir Salak, Langkap

· Pasir Salak was the scene of the 1875 murder of British-appointed resident J.W.W. Birch by Dato Maharaja Lela Pandak Lam (local chieftain from Kampung Gajah); the murder was said to be motivated by Birch’s decision to outlaw slavery of aboriginal tribes in Perak which was a means of income for many Malay chieftains).

· Sungai Manik was the scene of the 1945  ‘Sungai Manik War’ / ‘Sabil War’ sparked by brutal reprisals by anti-Japanese communist guerrillas (Chinese-dominated) against alleged Banjar and Malay collaborators; the Banjar and Malays retaliated by attacking the guerrillas and Chinese settlements (Chui Chak, Langkap, Kampung Gajah) suspected of harbouring guerrillas; many civilian lives lost.        

· Location of the Kompleks Sejarah Pasir Salak: historical complex commemorating the actions of Dato Maharaja Lela in assassinating Birch as an act of patriotism against British colonialism.

· Economic activities: agriculture, cottage industries, small businesses.

· Issues: Slow economic growth; poverty among some rural households.

· Religion: Predominantly Muslim area; visible presence of Buddhist and Taoists.

· Numerous mosques & Muslim prayer halls: notable mosques include Masjid Lama Pasir Salak, Masjid Jaiziah (Kampung Gajah).       

P74 LUMUT

· Coastal constituency facing Straits of Malacca; includes island of Pangkor.  

· Malays slightly outnumber the Chinese; small number of Indians.

· Main settlements: Sitiawan, Lumut, Ayer Tawar.
· Lumut is the base for the Royal Malaysian Navy.

· The discovery of old artefacts in the Manjung area suggests that the area was part of the ancient Hindu-Buddhist Malay kingdom of Gangga Negara.   

· Pasir Panjang is believed to be the place where the ‘Dabus Dance’ dance was introduced during the 18th century; of Persian origin, this dance unique to Perak with its ritual, trance elements, extols the exploits of Ali, the cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet Mohammad.

· Pangkor was the location of the historic 1874 Pangkor Treaty that allowed British control over the administration of Perak but non-interference on the Malay’s customs and religious beliefs; this eventually opened the door for British colonial rule in Malaya. 

· Economic activities: Business activities, agriculture, fisheries (Pangkor), eco-tourism (Pangkor); swiftlet farming for bird nests (Ayer Tawar), cottage industries. 

· Issues: juvenile delinquency, gang activities involving youths, prostitution; illegal conversion of empty shop-lots for swiftlet breeding.  

· Religion: Strong presence of Islam, Buddhism and Taoism; significant number of Christians (concentrated in Sitiawan which was originally a Methodist Foochow settlement).

· Religious landmarks: Fulingong Temple (Pangkor – island’s largest Taoist temple), Kaliamman Temple (Pangkor – dedicated to goddess Kali), Sitti Viyanagar Temple (Sitiawan -  main Hindu temple), Sri Krishna Hindu Temple (Ayer Tawar – dedicated to the deity Krishna), Tow Boo Keong (Ayer Tawar – dedicated to goddess Dou Mou, the mother of the Nine Emperor Gods), Sri Krishna Hindu Temple (Ayer Tawar – dedicated to the deity Krishna),  Keramat Datuk Panglima Hijau (Pangkor – dedicated to Datuk Hijau, a Malay territorial spirit) Wat Sitiwanaram  (Theravada Buddhist Temple), Pioneer Methodist Church (oldest church in the area).

P75 BAGAN DATOK

· Coastal constituency facing Straits of Malacca.

· Malays form a slight majority; large Indian minority (Tamil, Telugu); visible Chinese community. Sizeable numbers of ethnic Banjar (often officially considered as ‘Malay’).

· Main settlement: Hutan Melintang, Bagan Datoh.

· Economic activities: Fisheries, agriculture (coconut is an important crop), small businesses. 

· Issues: Poor conditions of rural road links, inadequate drainage in towns has caused flash floods.

· Religion: Visible presence of Muslims (particularly Bagan Datoh); Hindu, Buddhist, Taoist adherents can be seen as well (especially in Hutan Melintang). Small Christian community.

· Beting Beras Basah (a large mudflat off Bagan Dato’ town) marks the spot where the first Sultan of Perak, Muzzaffar Shah I (2nd offspring of Sultan Mahmud Shah, the last Sultan of Malacca) was caught in a storm when approaching Perak; a huge genie appeared and commanded him to cast his crown into the raging sea; upon doing so, the storm subsided and the Sultan had himself declared as Perak’s first Sultan at the beach and recognised the genie (‘Dato Mahkota Si Raja Jin’) as the protector of Perak; coronation ceremonies of Perak’s rulers to this day require a ceremony called ‘Tabal Raja Jin’ (‘The crowning of the genie king’) to be conducted at Beting Beras Basah; the spot is believed to be the domain of spirits and location of ceremonies by groups seeking spiritual power.      

P76 TELOK INTAN

· Inland constituency.

· Main settlement: Teluk Intan (location of the famous Leaning Clock Tower of Teluk Intan).

· Economic activities: Small and medium businesses, cottage industries.

· Chinese-dominated; a large Malay minority; visible Indian minority (Tamil, Telugu); settlements of Banjar people located at outskirts of Teluk Intan town.

· Issues: villagers’ land in Pasir Bedamar seized by state authorities; flood woes in Teluk Intan; economic stagnation in Teluk Intan; there is a shortage of labour due to the exodus of young people.

· Religion: Islam, Buddhism, Taoism dominate; significant numbers of Hindus; some Christians. 

· Religious landmarks: Masjid Sultan Idris Shah II (Teluk Intan), Masjid Batak Rabit (Kampung Batak Rabit – 1885; said to be formerly Perak’s main mosque), Hock Soon Keong Taoist Temple (Teluk Intan – 1883; dedicated to Mazu the goddess of the sea), Datuk Kong Temple (Teluk Intan – 1893; dedicated to the local Malay territorial spirit of the area), Sri Thendayuthapani Hindu Temple (Teluk Intan – dedicated to Murugan the deity of war), St Anthony’s Catholic Church (Teluk Intan – 1894).  

P77 TANJONG MALIM

· Coastal constituency bordering Selangor and Pahang.

· Main settlements: Tanjung Malim, Slim River, Bidor, Sungkai, Trolak, Behrang, Proton City.

· Slight Malay majority; significant Chinese community; visible Indian presence (Tamil, Punjabi); Semai tribe can be found as well. 

· Economic activities:  Agriculture, small businesses, higher education (Sultan Idris University of Education at Tanjung Malim), Proton car assembly plant (located at Proton City).

· Issues: Deteriorating air quality due to vehicle emissions (Tanjung Malim); rural poverty in Semai tribal villages.  

· Largely Muslim, Buddhist, Taoist, Hindu, Christian population.

· Religious landmarks: Masjid Jamek Tanjung Malim, Thandayuthaphani Hindu Temple (Tanjung Malim - dedicated to Murugan), Tanjung Malim Gurdwara Sahib Sikh Temple,  Tanjung Malim Catholic Church of the Most Holy Redeemer,  Fook Pau Lin Buddhist Temple (Tanjong Malim), Kuan Tee Taoist Temple (Tanjung Malim – dedicated to Guan Di the deity of war), Bidor Batuk Kong Temple (dedicated to Datuk Kong, the Malay territorial spirit),  Slim River Tian Hou Taoist Temple (dedicated to Tiah Hou the goddess of heaven) , Slim River St Paul’s Anglican Church, Masjid Sultan Idris Shah II (Slim River), Bidor Gurdwara Sahib Sikh Temple. 
/ends.
