KEDAH
P4 LANGKAWI
· Cluster of 104 islands off the coast of Kedah; inhabited islands are Langkawi, Tuba, Rebak and Dayang Bunting; 
· Rural seat with mainly village settlements and resorts. 
· Main settlement: Kuah.
· Predominantly Malay; small Chinese & Indian communities. 
· Economic activities: tourism, agricultural activities (rubber, paddy), fisheries; duty-free status. 
· Site of the tomb of Mahsuri, a young woman wrongly accused of adultery and who cursed the island before her execution in 1819; island subsequently suffered a devastating Siamese invasion and later decades of piracy, crime and poverty.
· Issues: Social vices, unlicensed entertainment outlets.    
· Visible presence of Islam; small pockets of Taoism, Buddhism, Hinduism; small Christian community mainly in Kuah. 
P5 JERLUN
· Rural seat located along the border with Perlis. 
· Main settlements: Kodiang, Padang Sera, Kerpan, Air Hitam.
· Predominantly Malay with small Chinese, Indian, Siamese minorities.

· Economic activities: Farming (paddy is an important crop), fishing. 

· Issues: slow-paced economic growth and development, poverty, high number of single mothers.
· Predominantly Muslim area.

P6 KUBANG PASU
· Rural seat sharing state border with Perlis and international border with Thailand.
· Predominantly Malay; small Chinese and Indian population; Visible Siamese minority.   
· Main settlements: Changlun, Jitra, Bukit Kayu Hitam (customs checkpoint into Thailand and duty-free area).
· Location for several education institutions: University Utara Malaysia (Sintok), Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah Polytechnic, Bandar Darulaman Community College.     
· Farming is an important economic activity: Kubang Pasu district is a major rice-producing area.  

· Issues: smuggling, human-trafficking and vice activities at Bukit Kayu Hitam border, substance abuse, juvenile problems, rural poverty. 
· Largely Muslim population; Buddhism has a visible presence; small Christian groups in town areas. 
· 3 Thai Theravada Buddhist temples located in Jitra area; many private Islamic village schools (‘sekolah pondok’) in Kubang Pasu. 
P7 PADANG TERAP
· Inland rural seat bordering Thailand.
· Largely Malay area; visible Siamese minority (12 villages: Kampung Naka is one of Kedah’s larger Siamese villages); small percentage of Chinese. 
· Main settlements: Kuala Nerang (economic centre for the area), Naka.

· Predominantly agricultural activities (sugar cane, bananas, pineapples) and sugar processing.  
· Issues: poverty among many rural households, lack of development.
· Largely Muslim; Thai Theravada Buddhism dominant in Siamese areas (at least 5 Thai Buddhist temples in Kuala Nerang ).
· Wat Lamdin in Kuala Nerang is one of Kedah’s earliest Thai Theravada Buddhist temples.
P8 POKOK SENA
· Inland rural area.
· Main settlement: Pokok Sena
· Predominantly Malay with a sizeable Chinese minority; small Indian and Siamese communities.

· Economic activities: farming, food processing industry (Gajah Mati).
· Issues: many households remain mired in poverty.

· Mainly Muslim; non-Muslims are largely Buddhist, Taoist and Hindu. 
P9 ALOR STAR
· Inland seat comprising Kedah’s main urban area surrounded by village settlements.

· Main settlements: Alor Setar (administrative capital and only city in Kedah), Kota Darul Aman. 
· Malays form a slight majority; significant Chinese population; small Indian (Tamil, Punjabi) and Siamese communities. 

· Economic activities: small-scale trading, civil service, industries (Mergong Industrial Park).  
· Issues: lacklustre local economy, crime (Kota Setar District’s crime rate is the highest in Kedah), prostitution, inefficient rubbish collection, high number of hardcore-poor households. 

· Muslim majority; visible presence of Taoist and Buddhist faiths; small Christian (the bulk of Kedah’s Christians) and Hindu presence.  
· Important religious centres: Zahir Mosque (Kedah’s state mosque), Albukhary Mosque (Kedah’s largest mosque, built by the Albukhary Foundation), Wat Nikrodharam (Thai Theravada temple), Tow Boo Keong Temple (Taoist temple dedicated to the 9 Emperor Gods), Sri Maha Mariamman Devasthanam Temple (Alor Setar’s largest Hindu temple). 
· Main campus of Kolej Universiti Insaniah (state government-owned Islamic-based university) located in Mergong. 

· Government religious secondary school: Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama Kedah (Alor Setar)

P10 KUALA KEDAH
· Costal constituency overlooking Melaka Straits; river mouth of the Kedah River.

· Main settlements: Kuala Kedah (fishing port and ferry terminus to Langkawi Island), Anak Bukit (royal town; location of Kedah’s royal palace).
· Mostly Malay population with Chinese minority; small Indian (Tamil) community.

· Famous for the Kota Kuala Kedah (old Malay fort built in 1770); scene of the 1821 bloody invasion of Kedah by the Siamese.

· New state administrative centre (‘Bandar Muadzam Shah’) being constructed at Anak Bukit. 

· Main economic activities: fisheries, food industries, aquaculture, farming (paddy).

· Issues: drug abuse among fishermen.

· Islam predominates; Buddhist, Taoist and Hindu minorities; few Christians.    
· Religious sites: Kong Hock Keong Temple (Pengkalan Kundor – popular Buddhist-Taoist temple). 
P11 PENDANG 
· Inland, rural constituency.

· Main settlements: Pendang, Tanah Merah, Kubur Panjang (‘Long Grave’: name derived from an old Muslim grave whose length is said to have mysteriously increased over a period of time). 
· Predominantly Malay; Chinese and Siamese (most of Kedah’s Siamese are said to be concentrated in Pendang District; Kampung Titi Akar is the largest Siamese village in Malaysia) minorities; small Indian community. 
· Economic activities: agriculture (mainly paddy, vegetables, fruits). 

· Issues: Flood-mitigation measures (Pendang District is hit by floods almost every year due to sediments in Pendang River that prevent smooth outflow of water).   
· Major faiths: Islam, Buddhism, Taoism; minimal Hindu and Christian presence. 
· At least 10 Thai Theravada Buddhist temples are located in the Pendang area; Wat Visuthipradittharam is said to be the largest Thai Theravada Buddhist temple in Kedah. 
P12 JERAI
· Coastal area; name derived from Gunung Jerai (Kedah’s highest mountain).
· Predominantly Malay with Chinese minority; small Indian community; Acehnese community (Kampung Aceh) in Yan.
· Major settlements: Yan, Gurun, Guar Chempedak.
· Economic activities: farming (paddy), light industries (Gurun Industrialised Zone); proposed petrochemical industrial zone at Sungai Limau.     
· Issues: petty crimes, social ills. 
· Kampung Tanjung Setoi at Bukit Jenun witnessed a racial clash in 1951 (sparked by Chinese communist groups seeking reprisals against alleged local Malay collaborators during the Japanese Occupation). 

· Islam, Buddhism, Taoism and Hinduism; few Christians.
· Gunung Jerai: remnants of square stone foundations (7th century AD) at the peak suggest mountain peak was formerly the site of Hindu ceremonies in pre-Islamic times; Padang Tok Sheikh at the peak is said to be the resting place of Sheikh Abdullah bin Sheikh Ahmad, an Arab Muslim proselytizer who converted the Hindu king of Kedah to Islam; mountain believed to be dwelling place of spirits; frequented by both Muslims and non-Muslims to meditate. 
· Government religious secondary school: Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama Yan.    
P13 SIK
· Inland rural constituency bordering Thailand.

· Largely predominantly Malay, followed by Siamese minority. Small numbers of Chinese and Indians.  

· Main settlements: Sik, Belantik, Jeneri.
· Issues: Highest number of hardcore poor households

· Predominantly Muslim; Buddhism (Thai Theravada) has a visible presence; a few Taoists and Hindus; minimal (if any) Christian presence.     
· Key religious sites: Wat Kalai (Jeneri - Kedah’s tallest seated Buddha statue at 21.3 metres high).

· Government religious secondary school: Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama Sik. 
P14 MERBOK
· Semi rural coastal constituency.

· Predominantly Malay; Indians (Tamil) and Chinese form visible minorities.
· Main settlements: Merbok, Bukit Selambau, Tanjung Dawai.
· Issues: drug offences, juvenile issues. 
· Mainly Muslim; Hindus (particularly Bukit Selambau), Buddhists and Taoists; small Christian minority.
· Location of Lembah Bujang (site of Hindu civilization that existed from the 7th century till the 14th century; remains of ancient Hindu temples and artefacts discovered.
P15 SUNGAI PETANI
· Coastal semi-urban constituency bordering Pulau Pinang.

· Malays form a slight majority over sizeable Chinese community; significant number of Indians (Tamil, Telugu, Malayali, Punjabi) as well; small Siamese community. 
· Main settlements: Sungai Petani (Kedah’s 2nd largest town), Kota Kuala Muda, Bakar Arang, Sidam.
· Economic activities: business (large and medium sized), manufacturing industries (medium and small sized), construction (growing number of new housing areas and townships). 
· Education hub: high number of government school and institutions of higher learning (government and private).
· Location of Kampung Sungai Muda: worst tsunami-hit village in Kedah during the deadly 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake.
· Issues: social vices (crime, prostitution),  juvenile delinquency, alleged poor management of the Sultan Abdul Halim Hospital (Sungai Petani), illegal erection of house Buddhist-Taoist temples in housing areas (Bakar Arang), flash floods due to poor sewage (Sungai Petani). 
· Muslim-majority; Buddhism, Taoism, Hinduism (at least 9 Hindu temples), Christianity (various denominations represented), Sikhism.
· Wat Damrongratanaram (Kampung Raja) is said to be Kedah’s oldest Theravada Buddhist temple; Karma Kagyu Dharma Society located in Sg.Petani (Tibetan Vajrayana Buddhism).
P16 BALING
· Rural inland constituency bordering both Perak and Thailand.

· Largely Malay; Chinese, Indian, Siamese minorities; Kensiu tribe (Kedah’s sole aboriginal tribe; converted to Islam) living in Kampung Lubok Legong in Baling District.
· Major settlements: Baling, Kuala Ketil, Kuala Pegang, Kupang. 
· Economic activities: farming, trading; Kuala Ketil is the economic hub. 
· Issues: High number of hardcore poor families.
· Strong presence of Islam; Buddhism (Thai Theravada – at least 7 temples), Taoism, Hinduism; minimal Christian presence. 
· Religious schools: Numerous private Islamic schools; Sekolah Menengah Agama Yayasan Khairiah (Kupang), Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama Baling (government-owned).
P17 PADANG SERAI
· Inland constituency bordering Pulau Pinang.

· Malays form slight majority; large presence of Chinese and Indians (Tamil, Telugu). 
· Main settlements: Lunas, Padang Serai, 
· Economic activities: agriculture (oil palm, coconuts, durians, rubber), retail industry.
· Generally farmers and small-time traders.

· Muslims, Buddhists, Taoists, Hindus (mainly in Lunas), Christians.
· Religious sites: Lunas Buddhist Hermitage (Burmese Theravada Buddhist meditation centre), Sri Karumariamman Temple (Lunas), Lunas Karma Karuna Buddhist Centre (Tibetan Vajrayana Buddhist).  
· Lunas is known for Taoist temple mediums skilled in communicating with the dead.

P18 KULIM-BANDAR BAHARU
· Inland constituency bordering Pulau Pinang and Perak.

· Slight Malay majority; visible numbers of Chinese and Indians (Tamil, Telugu, Punjabi).  
· Main settlements: Kulim
· Economic activities: location of Kulim Hi-Tech Park (high technology industrial park), trading, agriculture, home-stay tourism programmes (Kampung Relau).  
· Relau Sub-District was the scene of racial clashes in 1950 and 1952 (result of wartime Japanese divide- and-rule, and post-war witch-hunt by Chinese communists for alleged Malay collaborators).   
· Issues: large number of hardcore poor, high number of reported malaria cases.

·  Mainly Muslims; large number of Buddhists, Taoists, Hindus; sizeable Christian community in Kulim (at least 10 churches); small Sikh community. 
