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Tuesday December 9, 2003 

Orang asli cry foul over clearing of land
BY CHRISTINA KOH 

BIDOR: The orang asli of Kampung Chang Sungai Gepai, near here, are crying foul over recent clearing activities on about 80ha of land which they claim is an important source of jungle produce. 

They lodged a police report on the matter on Nov 23 and sent letters regarding their grouses to Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Mohamad Tajol Rosli Ghazali as well as to Suhakam, the Bar Council and the Ipoh Legal Aid Centre. 

The Perak Government, however, said it was not clear about the status of the disputed land and was investigating. 

Rizuan Tempek, speaking on behalf of the 800 Semai villagers, said that on Dec 1, contractors and representatives of a company said to have bought the land showed them various letters of agreement concerning the land clearing works. 

He said his people had traditionally gathered fruits, bamboo, rattan, wood and petai from the area, located about 10km from their village, to support their livelihood. 

They only realised something was wrong when they saw heavy machinery beginning to clear the area last month, he said. 

“We learnt that the Perak Agricultural Development Corporation had bought the land and sold it to a plantation firm to grow oil palm. 

“Our community was not told anything about this and we found out they were eventually going to clear 480ha,” he said. 

Rizuan claimed the site was the only water catchment area which the orang asli depended on. 

He said that if the area was cleared, their source of water would be contaminated by debris and mud when it rains. 

The orang asli also feared that fertilisers and poisons used in the planting of oil palm would end up seeping into their rivers, making it unsafe for them to use. 
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‘2.6 million indigenous people feel sidelined’ 
mailto:news@nstp.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 11: 


The 2.6 million indigenous people feel their rights as Malaysian citizens
have been ignored while the rest of the country progresses, Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) vice-chairman Tan Sri Simon Sipaun said today.


He added that while the minority groups did not oppose development, they feel sidelined.

"They want to be involved in development programmes, but are not consulted on projects which affect them." Sipaun, who is also on Suhakam's working sub-committee on human rights for indigenous people, said this at a Press conference to announce a report on the rights of indigenous people at the commission's office today.

He said there was a lack of indigenous people in the Orang Asli Affairs Department.

"Non-indigenous people in the department may not understand the needs of the minorities," he said.

Sipaun said the culture and belief systems of the indigenous people were not reflected in plans executed by the Government or other parties.

"One area where there is much dissatisfaction is the issue of land." "They are either given monetary compensation which is not of the same value as the land they had to give up, or they are given another piece of land which is not as fertile," he said.

Other issues of concern are education, poverty and the recognition as Bumiputera citizens.

Sipaun said the United Nations had drafted a declaration of rights of indigenous peoples, but this has remained a draft for 10 years.

He also said the report compiled by the commission as a result of findings from workshops held with the minority groups has been submitted to various agencies like the Orang Asli Affairs Department and the Land and Mines Department.
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Suhakam: Taking customary land should be last resort
KUALA LUMPUR: Taking traditional land belonging to the indigenous people should be the last option in any development proposal, a report by the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) said. 

“Customary land should be recognised because it is their main source of livelihood and traditional activities,” said the report on The Human Rights of Indigenous People, unveiled by Suhakam deputy chairman Tan Sri Simon Sipaun at a press conference here yesterday. 

Besides land, the report also covered areas such as education, health, the Orang Asli Affairs Department, political representation and international declarations pertaining to the rights of indigenous people, such as the UN Human Rights Declaration. 

It also contained recommendations by the indigenous community made at several workshops organised by the commission in 2002. 

Among others, the report called for a mechanism where the indigenous people, described as the orang asli of Peninsular Malaysia and the native communities of Sabah and Sarawak, could be directly involved in the decision-making process if taking of customary land was necessary. 

Any development, it said, should take into consideration the needs of the indigenous people and should bring direct benefits to them. 

“In solving land-related problems, the authorities should also take cognisance of the court decisions concerning the rights of the indigenous people over their land,” it added. 

On education, the commission called for affirmative action, including scholarships, textbook assistance, and quotas for indigenous people in higher education. 

“All indigenous children must get preschool education in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The preschool education should also be conducted in their mother tongue, besides Malay and English,” the report said. 

The commission also recommended that the orang asli be given key positions in the Orang Asli Affairs Department. 

One recommendation was for the Federal Constitution to be amended to include the orang asli as bumiputras, so that they could enjoy the same special rights as the Malays and the natives of Sabah and Sarawak. 

New Straits Times » /Current_News/NST/Section/indexb_html?mysec=Features

HYPERLINK "/Current_News/NST/Section/weekly_html?mysec=Features"
Features 

Cover Story: Together for indigenous rights 
Sarah Sabaratnam 

Feb 16: 


Land is sacred to indigenous poples and its loss at an alarming rate to development is a cause of concern. Indigenous groups from all parts of the world are in Kuala Lumpur to state their stand at an international conference. SARAH SABARATNAM writes 

"GIVE us back our lands" is the general sentiment of indigenous peoples all around the world.

Dispossessed and oftentimes displaced in the name of kings and emperors, and later in the name of development, their rights are now being violated in the name of conservation.

In an attempt to address this, indigenous peoples' groups from all over the world are attending the 7th Conference of Parties (COP7) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) currently being held in Kuala Lumpur.

They are here to ensure that conservation policies adopted here do not further alienate them from their traditional lands, territories and resources. This is because one of the three themes being discussed in depth at the conference is the planning, establishment and management of protected areas.

"While we are not opposed to a broad range of protected areas, we do insist that these areas are not established without full respect for our rights," said Sinafasi Makelo Adrien, from the Network of Pygmies Associations, Africa. His concerns are not unfounded.

In Africa, for instance, pygmies have been expelled from all the established protected areas in which they once lived, says Adrien. At a Press conference held by the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB), it was noted that the proposed programme of work for protected areas - prepared beforehand for discussions at the COP7 - does not guarantee the rights of indigenous peoples. Thus the IIFB reiterated its stand: Our rights to our lands and ancestral territories must first be recognised and respected before any CBD projects are undertaken in indigenous lands and to ensure that these projects do not lead to further violation of indigenous peoples' rights nor lead to the expropriation of their lands, resources and livelihoods.

Adrien explained the importance of traditional lands to indigenous peoples. "It is a cultural issue. Our lands link our generation to all the generations that will come and to our ancestors who have lived, died and were buried there. Our land has sacred sites that are an integral part of our people. "If we leave, we don't have our sacred lands and our ancestors anymore. We will be uprooted from what really constitutes us as a people, and from our cultural base." Adrien called for restitution rather than compensation. "We do not want compensation. Money cannot be more important than our links to our lands. Rather give us back our lands that you have taken from us." Another concern with protected areas is that even if the natives were not expelled, it causes their rights to be extinguished. For instance, says Colin Nicholas, from the Centre of Orang Asli Concerns, "in Malaysia, the first thing to go when an area is declared protected is traditional rights and especially land rights." The indigenous people are allowed to stay on as tenants, says Nicholas, and in the case of Taman Negara, they are even told where to stay.

In some areas, for instance in Gunung Mulu in Sarawak, the natives are allowed to stay so long as they agree to be used for the purposes of the park - that is for eco-tourism.

"They become part of the project," he said.

Joseph Ole Simel, national co-ordinator of Mainyoito Pastoralist Integrated Development Organisation, Kenya, called on governments to also respect the need of indigenous peoples to have mobility.

"We need freedom to move whether an area is protected or not. The government should do away with the policy to force people to settle." He said this is important for them to retain their culture and identity. "It is our way of life," he said, pointing out that indigenous peoples are hunters and gatherers and for them to feed themselves as they have for thousands of years, they need to be able to move around.

"Otherwise we deplete the resources in one area. Using one area permanently destroys the environment," he said.

The IIFB also chose to remind the COP7 that indigenous women have a vital role to play in the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

"It is critical that indigenous women are active participants and decision-makers at every stage in developing and implementing the programmes of work and decisions of the CBD..." The IIFB also expressed concern about discussions at the CBD relating to access and benefit sharing.

Indigenous people have long been recognised for their knowledge of medicinal plants and other biological resources.

It would appear that the CBD has been geared by certain countries to allow national authorities to have the right to collect and have access to this knowledge and resources within their territories.

This, said Debra Harry, representing the IIFB's working group on access and benefit sharing, "would be a fundamental violation of our rights to self determination." She called for free, prior informed consent before anyone has access to the traditional knowledge and biological resources of indigenous people.

On behalf of the IIFB, she said "any discussions of a proposed international regime must protect the rights of indigenous peoples to free prior informed consent including the right to say no. Indigenous peoples have the right to deny access to our territories in accordance with our own procedures and customary laws." She said the IIFB was also of the opinion that biological resources should not be patented.

The IIFB also voiced its distress about the accelerated destruction of ecosystems in which indigenous peoples depend.

"The ecosystems in which we live, from the mountainous regions through to the tundras, provide us with spiritual, cultural, social and economic nourishment," said Fred Fortier, co-chair to the forum, in his opening statement and position of the IIFB.

"We are concerned about the continued contamination, deterioration and damage caused to our territories by pollutants of many forms." He said indigenous peoples are the immediate victims of biodiversity destruction since the areas in which they live are the most vulnerable ecosystems.

On the other hand, he said by recognising the rights of indigenous people, their relationship to nature, their rights to their lands and the vital role they can play in conservation, everybody stands to benefit.

As Adrien rightly pointed out: "We have been actively protecting our lands and territories for millennia. It is no coincidence that the majority of so-called biodiversity hotspots coincide with indigenous peoples' territories." It would be foolhardy than not to recognise indigenous peoples as partners in all aspects of the implementation of the CBD in general, and in protected areas in particular.

# The writer can be contacted at sarah_s@nstp.com.my
Wednesday February 18, 2004 

Consent needed
THE indigenous peoples caucus scored a minor victory in the on-going tussle for stronger recognition of their rights with parties agreeing to seek their prior consent with regards to resettlement as a consequence of the establishment or management of protected areas (PAs). 

After a lengthy negotiation on Sunday, the European Union-initiated new clause was inserted into the hotly-debated overall goal 2.2 that seeks “to enhance and secure involvement of indigenous and local communities and other relevant stakeholders’ in the convention text on PAs’ programme of work”. 

However, the success came at the expense of clause 2.2.3 that the Malaysian delegation sought to delete from the original text. Goal 2.2.3 urged parties to “plan, establish, and manage PAs with the prior informed consent and in full compliance with the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities.” 

Secretary-general of the Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP) Jannie Lasimbang said the outcome was a compromise but she was nonetheless pleased. 

“The establishment of protected areas has brought hardship to us and has led to the loss of our traditional territories. We hope parties discussing the various decisions will always bear in mind to accord full respect to the rights of indigenous peoples,” she added. 

The Sabahan activist cited the example of resettlement of indigenous people in the formation of the Crocker Range National Park in Sabah since 1984 which still adopted the outdated exclusion approach where local communities are not consulted and are forced to abandon their ancestral homeland to make way for the creation of parks. 

Two encouraging outcomes for the indigenous peoples’ struggles came from the latest round of negotiation on PAs that lasted from 7pm on Monday to 3am yesterday. 

Under goal 1.1, to establish and strengthen national and regional systems of protected areas integrated into a global network as a contribution to globally agreed goals, the indigenous peoples’ negotiation led by Lasimbang managed to push for further recognition of forest dwell-ers in the establishment of PAs. 

The group’s suggestion “to encourage the establishment of PAs that benefit indigenous and local communities and respect, preserve and maintain their traditional knowledge in accordance with Article 8(j) and related provision” was accepted after the debate. 

The contentious Article 8(j) compels CBD parties to respect and promote traditional knowledge including indigenous peoples’ customs and encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the use of this knowledge. 

Another suggestion from the indigenous caucus also incorporated into the revision of the programme of work for PAs concerns preventing and mitigating negative impacts of key threats to PAs. 

Parties agreed to take into account sustainable customary resource use by indigenous peoples in developing policies and improving enforcement on illegal harvesting and sale of resources in PAs. 

Meanwhile, the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity said it opposed any commercialisation, field testing or any release of terminator technology (where plants are technically-programmed not to produce seed) as the livelihoods of indigenous peoples depend on the integrity and fertility of their seeds, and called on parties to reaffirm their commitment on the precautionary approach with regard to these technologies. Their fears arise from cases of genetically modified organisms contamination of natural plants. 

It said parties should integrate traditional agriculture knowledge in its national agricultural policy and recognize farming system that respect and maintains the character of the landscape, cultural and spiritual values of the indigenous communities. – By Hilary Chiew 
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Earth Matters: Indigenous people want a say 
Sarah Sabaratnam 

Feb 19: 


Eco-tourism should be led and managed by local communities for it to be successful and beneficial to them. SARAH SABARATNAM writes. 

For tourism to support conservation, development and equity, well-thought-out policies and programmes need to be in place, involving all the major stakeholders, especially local communities, who now face a future of depleting natural resources and the inability to fully capitalise on emerging economic activities.
— Pamela Fletcher, WWF Malaysia (The Lower Kinabatangan: The Importance of Community Consultations in Eco-Tourism Development)


WHEN the concept of eco-tourism was introduced in the late 1980s, it had the dual objective of alleviating poverty among local communities while promoting biodiversity conservation.

Yet, two decades later, there are very few examples where these objectives have been met.

In a discussion on "Sustainable community-led eco-tourism" at the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, participants felt that although eco-tourism could be of benefit to local communities, the commercialisation of it by big tour operators has led to its downfall. In fact businesses have hijacked the whole concept for their own economic gains.

Once business comes in, local people no longer stand a chance at benefiting from eco-tourism — so much for poverty alleviation.

"Eco-tourism is an important economic opportunity for indigenous peoples and local communities, but it has to be from the ground up as opposed to the top-down approach," says Arthur Manuel, spokesperson for the Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade.

This means it should be by the people and for the people.

The most successful eco-tourism models are the ones where the community decides how the project should be carried out and developed. "We decide how to get support, who to get support from. We sit together as a community to work out how the eco-tourism project should be developed," says Mohd Hashim Abdul Hamid, from Sabah's Lower Kinabatangan Model Ecologically Sustainable Community Tourism project. The result of such an approach? "The income goes directly to the community and in our experience, since we started the project three years ago, our income has increased." Businesses, on the other hand, turn people into commodities.

Increasingly, local people and especially the indigenous people and their territories are being promoted as part of the attraction — and without their knowledge.

"My community resents being promoted as part of tourism without our prior informed consent," says Benson Venegas, from the Talamanca Initiative, in Costa Rica.

Participants gave examples of how their pictures were promoted in brochures, and their communal lands used as tourist attractions, without their permission.

Sometimes local people are asked to be part of an eco-tourism project, but they don't have a say as to which parts of their culture, or of themselves, they are willing to present to tourists.

"We are being forced into tourism that is disrespectful," says Ana Lucy Bengochea, from Honduras.

"They want to show us as dancing monsters. We don't want this," she said.

Rukmini Paata Toheka, head of the Organisation For Ngata Toro Customary Woman (OPANT) of Indonesia, reiterated this point.

"Eco-tourism should be on our terms. It should respect the traditions and cultures of the community being visited. It should meet local needs." She warned that eco-tourism should always be a supplementary income provider, and not the only income provider for communities, given its vulnerable nature. "It is part of our economy, not the only economy we rely on." Another participant, from Honduras, called on governments to ensure that eco-tourism is a regulated industry that respects local people and protects biodiversity through legislation.

He asked that local communities involved in eco-tourism projects to be given ownership. "We decide how we want to do it. It should be a voluntary process. We decide what we want to show, and which parts of our culture we want to show." Nelson Lemus Ceuz, from Colombia, felt compelled to add: "We want respect, privacy. We don't want a capitalism model, but something that empowers us, and is nature based." 



Guidelines may not reflect concerns

IS eco-tourism dead? Can there be "sustainable" tourism? These are among many questions being asked at the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, which Malaysia is currently hosting.

The proposed Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development are up for discussion this week and some parties are concerned.

"The history and process by which the guidelines were prepared was a rushed initiative," says Anita Pleumarom, from the Tourism Investigation and Monitoring Team.

Few open discussions took place. Much of the text for the guidelines was prepared behind the scenes without much input from delegates.

The resulting document does not reflect the existing concerns about tourism and especially eco-tourism.

"Tourism can have a bad impact on local people and on the environment, especially if it is controlled by private entities." Which is why some quarters would prefer if the guidelines were legally binding rather than voluntary.

"Only then can there be greater accountability by private corporations," says Pleumarom.

Eco-tourism was started as an agent to benefit local people and to protect biodiversity.

Unfortunately, eco-tourism takes people off the beaten track and into previously untouched biodiversity rich areas. The result: damage to biodiversity hotspots.

When Umphang, an eco-tourism destination near the Thai-Myanmar border became famous, someone had the bright idea to develop air routes into the pristine area.

"It is now experiencing problems with overdevelopment," says Pleumarom who has focused most of her work in Thailand.

"Current enforcement in most countries is not enough to protect such areas from damage to biodiversity." The guidelines should then acknowledge that these are real concerns that must be addressed, but they do not.

There is also the threat of bio-prospecting and thus bio-piracy in biodiversity-rich areas accessible by tourists.

"In Vietnam, a British NGO went into protected areas and collected samples for three months. They took some species back to England. It is still not clear what was done with the species." The guidelines do not address the need for appropriate mechanisms to deal with these threats.

Another concern, she says, is that the guidelines were prepared in 2001 but much has happened since then.

"Sept11 changed a lot of things and the business of eco-tourism was foremost among them," she says.

Aside from this, fears of more terrorist attacks, the war in Iraq and the SARS outbreak have proven that tourism is a very economically vulnerable industry.

The local people who were supposed to have benefited from eco-tourism found themselves in dire straits. Even the tourism giants suffered.

"It is not a reliable economic growth industry. Some businesses have actually acknowledged its fickle nature, especially those who were hard hit after 9/11." There are many risks involved, and the guidelines should acknowledge this, says Pleumarom, instead of promoting tourism as though it is a reliable industry.

She calls on delegates to take a step back to review the guidelines, taking into account the developments internationally over the last few years, before making any decision on the guidelines. The writer can be contacted at sarah_s@nstp.com.my
Wednesday March 17, 2004 

The Orang Asli: Out of their element
By HILARY CHIEW 

THE orang asli of Peninsular Malaysia are arguably the least developed community in the country. Representing only 0.5% of the population in the Peninsula, they can be found in small pockets on the fringes of the forest and deep in the jungle. 

As the orang asli are not so sophisticated in the election process, aspiring candidates are less enthusiastic in wooing them, except where their support is a deciding factor in a handful of constituencies – such as Grik in Perak, Gua Musang in Kelantan and Rompin in Pahang – where they form the second largest group of voters. 

“Many orang asli vote in the hope that the ruling Government that comes into power will help them. They are not against development. In fact, they have always voted for development,” says Dr Juli Edo, an anthropologist attached to Universiti Malaya. Juli is a Semai, a sub-group of the Senoi. The Senoi is one of the three main groups of orang asli in the country; the other two are the Negrito and Melayu Proto. 

“The orang asli remain hopeful that by voting in the ruling Government, they would enjoy socio-economic development,” says Juli. “But there is a lot more that needs to be done to elevate their impoverished status. In some cases, development projects have made the orang asli poorer.” 

The biggest contention among the orang asli is the land rights issue. 

Displaced by development projects such as housing estates, oil palm plantations, industrial estates and the construction of dams, the orang asli community has been pushed out of their traditional habitats and relocated in resettlement villages. In the process, they lost their ownership to the forested land that had sustained them since the days of their forefathers. 

Peninsular Malaysia Orang Asli Association (POASM) president Majid Suhut says the steady loss of ancestral land in the name of development has eroded the social security of the indigenous people, especially the Temuan, Mah Meri and Semai who are found in fast-developing states such as Selangor. 

“Indigenous communities that live close to developed areas are being constantly threatened by the encroachment of development projects into their little pockets of ancestral land,” says Majid. “The orang asli have been demanding for recognition of their land rights for more than 20 years. We will be better off if our entitlements are spelt out clearly. As it is now, we don’t have any legal rights and our lands are seized in the name of development with meagre or no compensation for us.” 

 “We are seeking freehold title for land on the periphery of the forests and fringed on the other end by development projects. In the interior, we want our land to be declared as reserves,” adds Majid who hails from the Temuan tribe. About 25,000 Temuans can be found scattered throughout Negri Sembilan. 

Without their ancestral lands, the orang asli are increasingly dependent on external food sources and are unwittingly drawn into a consumer society that they can ill accommodate. 

Majid points out that the lack of orang asli involvement in the administration of the Orang Asli Welfare Department (JHEOA) has resulted in poorly conceptualised development programmes. “Poverty-alleviation programmes are often designed by policy-makers with little input from the orang asli community. Hence, it fails to tackle the real problems on the ground,” says Majid. 

“The orang asli must be given the chance to learn, otherwise we will never be able to catch up with the rest of the country,” adds Majid. 

“Development projects should reflect the needs and aspirations of the orang asli, and for that to happen there must be dialogues,” says Juli. “The orang asli want to have a say over development models. There should be respect for their cultural practices and traditional way of life. By accepting development in some instances, they are denied access to their ancestral homes. That is a big dilemma for them. 

“To assist the orang asli, they should be empowered politically to form their own party to champion their rights,” Juli asserts. 

The issue of “prior, informed consent” that was brought up at the recently concluded Seventh Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity is an admission that indigenous peoples who had been stewards of natural resources could no longer play their roles effectively as more of their territories are infringed upon, first in the name of economic development and lately, in the quest for ecological protection. 

For another smaller orang asli community in Johor which was affected by coastal reclamation, they were relocated to Kuala Masai on the south-east coast of the state. The estimated 500 orang laut from Kg Stulang Laut and Kg Teluk Jawa have yet to see the basic amenities that had been promised to them. 

“We have been living in Kuala Masai for the past one year without electricity and the promised tarred road,” says former tok batin Kalib. 

 “Eight of the wooden houses had their roofs blown off following a windstorm last year. Until now, we are still waiting for the authorities to repair them.” 

Kalib, 46, laments that his sea-dependent community is finding it harder to eke out a living from the sea. “Our catch has dwindled as more shorelines are reclaimed on both sides of the causeway.” 

To make matters worse, their outboard engines are frequently stolen. “We appeal to the authorities to install spotlights to light up the moors. At the moment, thieves are operating under the cover of darkness,” says Kalib. 

Adrian Lasimbang, secretary-general of the Indigenous Peoples’ Network of Malaysia, says equal access to basic facilities and the right to decide on the type of development remain elusive even in states like Sabah where the indigenous peoples exert greater polical influence. 

“The constant threat from logging activities, the creation of protected areas like forest reserves and national parks, the conversion of forest to oil palm estates and other development projects by the Government, have taken away land and rivers which are the lifeline of the indigenous community. 

“Development plans by the Government usually do not involve the indigenous community,” says Lasimbang. 

In instances where the ancestral lands of indigenous people were turned into totally protected areas, they were denied access to the natural resources. In other cases where their forest homes were transformed into rubber and oil palm estates that wiped out the biodiversity of the area, their native rights to the land and its resources were never considered nor their views consulted, claims Lasimbang. 

Such development, says Lasimbang, has resulted in desperate moves by indigenous communities to stop outsiders from destroying their land. 

“They built barricades but most of the time, the odds were against them when the authorities turned against them. Many faced imprisonment for trying to protect their rights.” 

Many infrastructure projects promised by the Government to Sabahans were implemented but poverty is still an issue among the indigenous communities, says Lasimbang. 

“Many indigenous communities are living without access to roads, electricity, clean water and education. Many schools and hospitals do not have sufficient teachers and doctors. Most of the rural schools supplied with generators have yet to use the machines because there is no fuel,” says Lasimbang. 

Lasimbang says that the Indigenous Peoples’ Network of Malaysia has submitted a memorandum to the state government in January to amend the Sabah Land Ordinance. 

The current state law does not recognise the customary rights of natives to their lands, that is, places which they had occupied long before the colonial period. The group is pushing for the law to be amended to spell out clearly the rights of natives to these lands. 

The indigenous peoples of Sabah also want the Government to resolve land disputes over the Crocker Ranger National Park, land located within the Forest Management Unit and land affected by oil palm plantations. 

Lasimbang also calls for a special quota for indigenous students within the bumiputra quota system to increase their chances of access to higher education.
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Suhakam to identify native communities
MIRI: The Malaysian Human Rights Commission (Suhakam) will carry out a project to identify and locate indigenous communities in Sabah and Sarawak who are facing financial and social hardships. 

Suhakam commissioner for Sarawak Dr Mohd Hirman Ritom said yesterday that Suhakam wanted to create a data bank on these communities because there was no such record available. 

“We know there are many native communities in Sabah and Sarawak who are living in poverty, have no proper shelter, no access to education, no access to piped water and electricity and are living in poor health conditions. However, Suhakam has problems trying to pinpoint the locations of these groups. 

“No government department has comprehensive details on their exact locations, their present living conditions, their specific needs and the number of people needing assistance,” said Dr Hirman. 

“The present statistics available from the government agencies on the native communities were derived from the Census (population and household census). 

“These statistics are very general in nature. They refer to all native communities as Orang Ulu,” he said, adding that in Sarawak, the term referred to the more than 30 ethnic and sub-ethnic groupings. 

Sunday May 2, 2004 

Walking with the orang asli
BY MENG YEW CHOONG 

THE orang asli, who form only 0.5% of Malaysia’s population, have always been regarded with a mixture of awe, curiosity and, quite possibly, condescension by the rest of their fellow countrymen. 

Some popular labels ascribed to them are “backward”, “primitive”, “uneducated” and “shy”. However, there is consensus when it comes to their socio-economic standing vis-a-vis other Malaysians – dirt poor. 

There have been many well-meaning attempts to help the orang asli, although some quarters insist that religion should be the primary panacea for all their ills. 

Without going into the debate as to whether the orang asli are naturally shy (and therefore shun contact with the outside world), or suffer low self-esteem as a result of how they have been treated, the fact remains that mainstream society (especially one that considers itself more superior) has an obligation to go beyond a cursory understanding of those on the periphery. 

Catholic priest Father Dr Jojo Fung has taken that first step to understand the orang asli, especially those from the Semai, Temiar and Orang Seletar subgroups. What sets Fung, 50, apart from others is that he hesitates to sell religion as a quick solution to their woes. Instead, he readily immerses himself in the community to better understand what exactly is going on. In short, he walks in the orang asli’s shoes to feel their struggle. 

This endeavour has resulted in a book called Ripples on the Water, a revised version of his doctoral dissertation titled “For a Society of Equals”, written at the Association of Chicago Theological Schools in the United States. Fung has a Masters in Social Anthropology from the London School of Oriental and African Studies. 

“I promised myself that I would only rewrite my dissertation as a book after at least two years of immersion in the life and struggle of the indigenous peoples of Malaysia,” said the Sabah-born priest, who has collaborated with the orang asli and the Muruts of Sabah on several projects. 

The first two chapters of Ripples (Majodi Publication, 264 pages) take the reader through his personal encounters with the indigenous peoples of Malaysia, and other groups in different parts of the world. 

“I’m ashamed to say this, but my first contact with the orang asli was in 1990, when I was on holiday in Cameron Highlands,” added Fung, whose affinity for the Murut was stoked by his attraction to their colourful traditional costumes, decades ago. 

Writing the book was his way of sharing his experiences, and highlighting the indigenous peoples’ struggle to be recognised as equal citizens in their own country. 

Also, he hoped to remind readers that, “irrespective of ethnicity and religion, we have a role to play in the empowerment of these people. We have to ask how we can help them become our equals and shed that sense of inferiority.” 

Ripples on the Water is Fung’s fourth book, after Inner Whisper, Shoes-off Barefoot We Walk and Rainbow of Love. Here, he relates, intimately, his experiences with Native Americans, as well as the Semai and Orang Laut of Peninsula Malaysia. For example, we get a sense of what it feels like to participate in an Indian healing ritual in South Dakota, and a similar ritual with the Semai living in the jungles of Bidor. 

“Followers of most religions would describe the orang asli as pagans, or a bunch of superstitious people. However, I’d go slow in arriving at those conclusions,” said Fung, who obviously tries hard to go beneath the surface to truly understand what makes the orang asli tick. 

“I want to look at the goodness inherent in their belief system, like how they forge a harmonious relationship with Nature – something modern society has lost touch with. I don’t deny that there is superstition among them, but I don’t just dismiss it. Superstition is not confined to one segment of society or culture.” 

Fung noted that one of the orang asli’s positive traits is resourcefulness. “Usually, they know what they want, and what to ask for, but you have to gain their confidence first.” 

He said most Malaysians just pigeonhole them as being poor, and thus think that the appropriate response is to give them material things. 

“We give them things like clothes and so on. That is not wrong, but it is not enough. The challenge for mainstream society is to do more than just charity.” 

Various people have lauded Fung’s book. Dr Sharon Bong of the University of Lancaster thought that with “its highly accessible language and impassioned scholarship, Ripples on the Water provides a new methodology of discernment and action towards a conversion of hearts through a dialogue among equals.” 

The question that remains is: Will Malaysians come out of their comfort zone in order to experience what it means to be powerless and downtrodden? 

Ripples on the Water is available at The Herald in Petaling Jaya and other Catholic bookstores. For enquiries, call the Majodi office at 07-387 1208.

LearningCurve 
It's not a fair fight!
Arni Shahida Razak


PICTURE the following: A city boy with access to the Internet in the comfort of his air-conditioned home. He attends extra classes and gets a substantial allowance for books.

Then there's the poverty-stricken Orang Asli youth who has to travel miles just to go to school. There's no electricity in his village and he has limited access to books. Tuition and the Internet are luxuries he can only imagine.

Both sat for the recent Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan Malaysia examination. The predictable results? The city lad scored straight As while the Orang Asli teenager only managed to obtain three As.

"I'd give a lot of credit to the Orang Asli student, given the conditions," says Centre for Orang Asli Concerns coordinator Dr Colin Nicholas. "He has to put in much effort to come close to what people in the city have accomplished." 

Despite the challenges, some Orang Asli youngsters have managed the climb up the tertiary ladder. One notable example is Associate Professor Dr Juli Edo who obtained his doctoral degree in anthropology in 1999 from the Australian National University. He is now working as a lecturer at University of Malaya's Department of Anthropology and Sociology.

Dr Bahari Belaton, another top Orang Asli scorer, got his PhD in computer science from Leeds University in the United Kingdom and is now a lecturer at Universiti Sains Malaysia. 

But Persatuan Orang Asli Semenanjung Malaysia president Majid Suhut says the meritocracy system is threatening to erode the little that the Orang Asli have accomplished in the education arena.

Since its introduction two years ago, the number of Orang Asli students entering public universities has dropped significantly. As Majid puts it: "We are already far behind the other ethnic groups in terms of education. The bright ones who managed to get through STPM were supposed to be the role models for the others, but that's not the case now.

"Those who managed to get As in their STPM can't even secure places in university. How can we motivate the younger ones to work hard, follow in the footsteps of their Ԣig brothers' and Ԣig sisters' and not drop out of school?"

Majid appeals to the Government to consider excluding the Orang Asli students from the meritocracy system. For now, at least. "Is it too much to ask that the Orang Asli students be exempted from the meritocracy system until their situation improves?" he asks.

Concurring, Nicholas says "the meritocracy system is good, as long as the basis for decision-making is fair". 

"In the case of the Orang Asli, (staying in school) is already a mean feat. What more if they achieve As in their exams. Shouldn't they be given a chance at tertiary education? Especially since they've met the minimum requirements for entering university?"

Nicholas notes that some Orang Asli students with two or three As (which is very good for an Orang Asli) were not able to secure places in public universities. Instead, they were offered places at private colleges but many could not accept because of the astronomical fees. Those who managed to pay the initial fees eventually dropped out and went back to their villages. 

"That is such a pity because these are bright students," adds Nicholas.

Hardship factors, argues Nicholas, are not taken into consideration under the meritocracy system. The voice of the Orang Asli, says Nicholas, should be heard.

For more details, get a copy of today's Learning Curve!
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Orang Asli feeling the pinch as foreign workers cash in 
M. Hamzah Jamaludin 

CAMERON HIGHLANDS, July 27: 


Foreigners have become the dominant workforce here and are gradually taking over jobs from locals, especially the Orang Asli.

Their presence has reduced employment opportunities for about 5,000 Orang Asli in vegetable and flower farms, as farmers prefer to hire foreigners who they claim are cheaper to employ and more hardworking.

Although farmers are blaming the Orang Asli for not being interested in farm work, the community says it has often been exploited.

"Some of the farm owners pay foreigners better than us," said Baya Beron, 54.

He said an Orang Asli would only get about RM15 a day if they worked from dawn to dusk, while foreigners were paid more.

"The foreigners are also given shelter and other facilities," said Baya, who now works his own vegetable plot in Lembah Bertam.

Baha Rabio, 53, of Kampung Sungai Tiang, said many Orang Asli were now jobless.

Baha, who has worked on a farm near his home for the past 30 years, said farmers were also reluctant to engage Orang Asli women and youths as part-timers during harvesting season.

"Previously, our women and youths could easily earn up to RM300 a month as part-time workers," he said.

Baha claimed there were five to 20 foreign workers at each farm in Cameron Highlands.

"Foreigners are also employed as assistants at stalls and shops selling farm produce."

According to the Immigration Department, there are 16,323 foreign workers in the agriculture sector in Perak and Cameron Highlands.

Its director, Datuk Ishak Mohamed, said of the more than 7,000 working in Cameron Highlands, 62 per cent were Indonesians, 14.4 per cent were Indians, 10 per cent were Bangladeshis and nine per cent were Nepalese.

Bernama.com
Malaysian National News Agency

Orang Asli Muslim Converts Receive Gifts 
General
October 24, 2004 17:55 PM 
PEKAN, Oct 24 (Bernama) -- Some 100 Orang Asli Muslim converts in Kampung Menchupu here Sunday received cash, clothes and food in conjunction with Ramadan from Datuk Seri Rosmah Mansor, wife of the Deputy Prime Minister.

State Orang Asli Affairs Committee Chairman Datuk Ishak Muhamad was also present at the ceremony, jointly organised by the Pahang Islamic Religious Council (MAIP) and the Orang Asli Affairs Department.

Similar assistance will also be provided to converts in Cameron Highlands, Lipis and Rompin.

-- BERNAMA 

Ministry to Implement Programmes to Change Mindset of Orang Asli

KUALA LUMPUR, April 6 05 (Bernama) -- The Rural and Regional Development Ministry will implement mindset change programmes for orang asli so that they can more readily accept development, the Dewan Rakyat was told Wednesday.

Its deputy minister, Datuk Dr Tiki Lafe said that three other programmes being implemented to help them were in their resettlement, looking for ways to increase their incomes and social activities.

"We are waiting for approval to implement the mindset change programme. Previously it was put under the social programme category," he said when replying to a supplementary question from Devamany S. Krishnasamy (BN-Cameron Highlands) who wanted to know the status of developments on the matter.

Tiki also said that the ministry was seeking an allocation of RM529 million under the Ninth Malaysia Plan (9MP) for the development of orang asli.

Replying to Devamany's original question on what had been done for them in the short and long terms to strengthen their economy, he said that the government had allocated RM257.5 million to the Orang Asli Affairs Department (JHEOA) for development projects under the Eighth Malaysia Plan.

He said that the allocation covered basic infrastructure development, education, economy and poverty eradication.

"For their economic development, focus was given to agriculture in plantation format," he said.

Tiki said that so far 30,000 hectares had been developed for the planting of oil palm and rubber trees.'

JHEOA had also spent a total of RM11 million in helping 171 orang asli to become entrepreneurs under the 8MP, he said.

He said the aid was provided through grants for opening of sundry shops, buying of sewing machines and provision of training and expertise for farming and animal husbandry.
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Sabah: No need to fill up form

KOTA KINABALU, Apr 6 05:

The Sabah Government is working on a system that will no longer require Malaysians from the peninsula to fill up immigration form IMM114 on entering Sabah.

Archive Since 1991 All they will have to do when the system is implemented is to use their MyKad.

Chief Minister Datuk Musa Aman said form IMM114 would be used until the State Goverment had the software to detect those deemed unqualified to enter the state.

The decision to come up with the special software was decided at today’s State Cabinet meeting.

"The software will facilitate the entry of Malaysians from the peninsula into Sabah," he said, adding that the decision was not an erosion of the State’s rights on immigration matters.

"Sabah will continue to hold the right to bar anybody who is deemed ‘unqualified’ from entering the State," Musa said.

He said the use of the MyKad would not require an amendment to the Immigration Act.

Musa, who is also State Security Committee chairman, did not say when the software would be ready.

He said Malaysians from the peninsula have not had to produce their passport when entering Sabah.

However, those intending to work in Sabah had been required to produce their passport when entering the State as well as to apply for a work permit.

"Sabah will continue to have absolute control over immigration matters. There is no erosion of State’s rights and privileges," he said.

The Immigration Director-General recently said that Malaysians from the peninsula will soon be able to enter Sabah and Sarawak without having to produce their passports.

Musa said the State had yet to be notified by the Immigration on the matter.

RM27 Mln For 'Solar Hybrid' Supply To Orang Asli Settlements

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- The government has allocated RM27 million from the Electricity Supply Industry Trust Fund Account (AAIBE) to set up "Solar Hybrid" stations at Orang Asli settlements in Perak, Kelantan, Pahang, Johor and the interiors of Sabah to provide power supply for 24 hours.

Deputy Minister of Energy, Water and Communications Datuk Shaziman Abu Mansor said it covered settlements in remote areas which was inaccessible to electricity supply from the national grid system or have been supplied with the "Solar Standalone" system which only supplied power for four hours.

Under the allocation, the government would build five projects in Johor involving 239 consumers, four projects in Perak (880 consumers), four projects in Kelantan (152 consumers), three projects in Pahang (90 consumers) and three projects in Sabah (179 consumers), he said when replying to Datuk Hassan Malek (BN-Kuala Pilah) in the Dewan Rakyat, Thursday.

Shaziman said the government had also approved RM3.05 million from the AAIBE Fund this year to build two Solar Hybrid stations in Pulau Tinggi, Mersing, to provide 24-hour power supply compared to only 12 hours now.

He said the project would be implemented this year to enable the islanders to enjoy the facilities provided to 157 houses on four islands, also through the same system.

Six Solar Hybrid stations built in Pulau Besar, Pulau Pemanggil, Pulau Sibu and Pulau Aur in Mersing district had been completed and started operations at the end of March, he said.

He said the government allocated RM8.9 million from the AAIBE Fund for the projects.

Replying to a supplementary question from Hassan, Shaziman said the main difference between Solar Hybrid and Solar Standalone systems was that the Solar Hybrid system could supply electricity for 24 hours while Solar Standalone only for four hours.

"This is because under the Solar Hybrid, the solar energy can be stored in batteries which can be charged with gencell," he said.

Solar Hybrid could also be controlled by remote control as it used satellite technology, he added.

· BERNAMA
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Orang Asli’s disinterest baffles Najib

MUADZAM SHAH, May 3 05:

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak is baffled.

Archive Since 1991 The Government spent several millions of ringgit to open up an oil palm plantation and build houses at the Sawah Batu Orang Asli settlement so that they could earn a reasonable living.

But only 12 Orang Asli are working in the plantation although there are 153 families in the area.

The rest are doing what they have been doing all these years: hunting and collecting forest produce. They trudge some 60km through the nearest jungle, staying for about a week before returning home.

In launching the settlement today, Najib said the money spent to improve the lives of the Orang Asli would be wasted if the community was reluctant to change its attitude and lifestyle.

Sawah Batu’s tok batin (village head) Hamid Sepeh said most of the villagers were not keen to work in the plantation as they were not used to the fixed working hours.

New Straits Times » Local

Temuan torn by new, old ways

. Veena and Daniel Foo

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat:

Four years ago, change bulldozed its way into the lives of the Temuan Orang Asli of Bukit Lanjan. But they have yet to come to terms with it.

Archive Since 1991 Many are torn between the pull of their hearts towards the ancestral ways and the push of their minds to opportunities offered by modernity.

Some feel bitter about the compensation that was paid them for agreeing to let physical development take place on their land. Others see the development as bringing better job and educational opportunities.

Slowly, there seems to be a realisation, at least among the leaders and youths, that there is no going back.

Four years ago the Temuan gave up their jungle forays to move into five-room bungalows, double-storey houses and apartments built on the land they occupied. Their area was called Desa Temuan.

The resettlement was the result of an exchange struck between the Temuan and MK Land Holdings Bhd, which received permission from the Selangor Government to develop the land.

Today, many of the Temuan, who stay in the 147 bungalows, work as stonecutters, factory workers, security guards, grass cutters and odd job workers.

THANK YOU TEACHER: Students saying thanks to Lim before leaving for home

However, not all have work, and with running water and electricity come the added responsibility of paying bills.

Labourer Hazziz Ban, 53, who has been unemployed for the past five months, said things in town were not cheap.

"At least before there was land to harvest and food to eat. Today there’s no land, just the burden of bills. Children need schooling, utilities need to be settled and we have quit rent arrears of RM1,016. How are we supposed to pay all this?"

His brother, watchman Payah Ban, 43, said the compensation was inadequate.

"The Government gave me RM35,000 for my 3½ acres (1.4ha). How is that fair when my land had 312 rubber trees?"

The compensation windfall also brought some problems: The Temuan became targets of opportunists.

Buyong Matahari, 100, discovered this when two strangers conned her into parting with her RM61,000 in savings.

For others, however, the new money spells opportunities. Erwan Mahat, 17, has the choice of continuing his education, an option he would not have had without the compensation.

Erwan, the face of the emerging Temuan, said things had changed but the mentality of his people was hindering progress.

"Some fathers drink the money away without thinking of their children’s education. Then these kids drop out, pick up the same habit and in turn disrupt children interested in studies."

Now that kindergartens and a primary school are just around the corner, he hoped things would change .

At SK Damansara Perdana, where 70 per cent of the students are Temuan, changing the mindset is everyday work. English teacher T.Y. Lim said it was difficult initially to get the children to accept her.

"Imagine being the only Chinese teacher they have ever had and probably the only Chinese they have ever met.

"But they are good children. They don’t lie or cheat and know nothing about the crooked ways of the world.

"They are so loving and respectful that before they leave for home they never forget to kiss my hand to thank me. Slowly they’re opening up," she said.

Lim said improvement in their way of life was not far away as parents were slowly starting to send their children to school. Tok Batin Ismael Chat, the headman of the tribe, said his people were not accustomed to the change. "We can’t go back. The forests are gone, our streams long dried up."

May 30, 2005 16:29 PM  
 

4,000 Orang Asli Without Birth Certs, Says Suhakam

KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bernama) -- Some 4,000 Orang Asli in three villages in Rompin, Pahang, have no birth certificates and are living in abject poverty, the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) said Monday.

Its Commissioner Prof Datuk Hamdan Adnan said the commission's two-day fact-finding mission discovered that Kampung Simpang Empat, Kampung Langkap Lombong and Kampung Bangkong were in deplorable condition.

Besides the shanty and dilapidated huts, they do not have water and electricity supply, he told reporters after returning from heading a three-member team to the villages following public complaints on Wednesday.

"This is so pathetic, not only they don't have birth certificates, they also don't have ICs (identity cards). Hence, they are considered stateless people," said Hamdan, who also heads the commission's public complaints bureau.

He said their plights ranged from land encroachment to deprivation of land titles and basic amenities.

He said the adults venture into the forest to forage for jungle produce to sell in the market to earn a meagre income of between RM150 and RM200 a month.

"We met the Pahang Orang Asli Affairs Department Director Abu Bakar Unus and told him there are Orang Asli who don't have identity cards. I was stunned when he proudly said there are about 4,000 of them.

"This figure is large enough and I hope the department and the National Registration Department will get their act together to register these people (to get birth certificates and ICs)," he said.

Bernama's attempts to contact Abu Bakar for comments drew a blank. However, the department's Head of Human Resource Ali Bakar told Bernama that the figures cannot be right as there were only about 300 Orang Asli in the Rompin area.

Ali said they could only register the Orang Asli at the age of 12, and if they did not come forward, there was nothing that they could do.

"We'll provide a guarantee letter to the NRD in Rompin and from there a birth certificate or an IC will be issued," he said.

Meanwhile, Rompin NRD supervisor Azmi Abdullah said they have only three staff in the Rompin office and that they were totally dependent on the guarantee letter from the Pahang Orang Asli Affairs Department for the certification of the Orang Asli.

He said the Orang Asli midwives or chieftains would inform the Orang Asli Affairs Department of a birth.

"However, if they give birth in the jungle, it can be a problem and the registration will be delayed.

"From my experience dealing with the Orang Asli, they do not see the need to register child births or apply for ICs, citing unnecessities in their lifestyle," he added.

· BERNAMA
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Editorial 


Orang Asli`s traditional life under threat 


ABOUT four times a week, Sambung Gantang ties a parang (machete)
round his waist, picks up his blowpipe and walks into the dense
rainforest. 

Barefoot and barebodied except for his football shorts, the aboriginal
moves through thick undergrowth, resting in makeshift huts and staying
overnight. 

"There`s plenty of deer, wild boar or fish if we want meat," says the
32-year-old father of three, who goes with a companion. 

They have no need for maps. "Follow the sunrise when going in, and the
setting sun when coming out." 

They harvest stalks of the edible petai pod, rattan vines and tree
roots for traditional medicines, catch frogs for Chinese restaurants
and tap honey from bee hives. These they bring out and sell to middlemen. 

Sambung, 32, earns RM100 to RM200 (US$26 to US$52) a week this way,
and says that`s enough for him to support his two wives and children. 

For Malaysia`s aboriginals -- the Orang Asli (which means "original
people" in Malay) -- understanding the mysteries of the rainforest
comes naturally. 

This came to the fore when some of Sambung`s relatives found four boys
who went missing in Fraser`s Hill for three nights recently. 

Singapore schoolboy Jeremy Tio, nine, and his three Malaysian cousins
were found by Sambung`s uncle, Chambar Mohamed, and three others. 

They got to the boys before a party of 200 police, commandos and
military personnel using helicopters, tracker dogs, night-vision
binoculars and walkie-talkies. 

"It was not easy as the tracks were all mixed up after days of the
search. But I found the right path that led to the boys," recalled
Chambar, 48, who lives next door to his nephew at their tribe`s
settlement in Serendah, in the state of Selangor. 

As the tribe`s bomoh or medicine-man, he goes into the jungle often to
search for roots, bark and herbs for his medicinal potions. 

A 2003 government census found 147,412 Orang Asli -- less than 0.5 per
cent of Malaysia`s 24 million people. 

Despite decades of development throughout the country, this group has
remained largely on the margins, living in 780 settlements near
forested areas all over Peninsular Malaysia. 

The Orang Asli are considered part of Malaysia`s bumiputera indigenous
community dominated by the Malays. 

There are three main groups of peninsula aboriginals -- Senoi,
Proto-Malay and Negrito -- and each is divided into six ethnic tribes
with their own languages, customs and traditions. 

Some are Muslim or Christian. Many, like Sambung and Mr, have no
religion -- as we may understand the term -- but believe the forests
are inhabited by supernatural spirits who deserve respect and prayers. 

Most of Selangor`s Orang Asli are from the Temuan tribe of
Proto-Malays, whereas those in Pahang, the peninsula state with the
biggest forest area, are mainly from a Senoi tribe. 

Malaysians know of these tribes from the legendary Senoi Praaq, two
battalions of the Police Field Force or paramilitary jungle police.
Wearing red berets over blue fatigues, they comprise mainly Orang Asli
and some of the force`s 2,000 members were involved in the Fraser`s
Hill search. 

Now the Orang Asli`s traditional ways are increasingly under threat. 

"Many live day-to-day rather than see things a month ahead, a year
ahead. The challenge for them is to adapt to development," says Asmawi
Mohamed Yunos, chief of the Orang Asli Museum near Kuala Lumpur. 

Through the Department of Orang Asli Affairs, the government has been
working with community leaders to bring them to the mainstream, but it
has been a slow process. 

Development has intruded more quickly than the Orang Asli have reached
for it. In several areas, communities have lost their traditional
hunting grounds to highways, residential estates or dams. 

"The biggest threat to them is the loss of traditional land due to
other people’s development," says Colin Nicholas, coordinator of the
Centre for Orang Asli Concerns, a group that highlights aboriginal
issues. 

Some have been luckier than most when it comes to compensation. In
2001, 147 Temuan families each received a bungalow and a double-storey
terrace house given by a developer as compensation for turning their
land into a middle-class housing estate near Petaling Jaya. 

But last week, the authorities challenged a High Court decision to
grant compensation to the Temuan for land taken for a highway near the
KL international airport. 

In a rare show of unhappiness, over 200 Orang Asli from five tribes
turned up at the Putrajaya court last Monday (June 13) waving banners
denouncing the move to block their compensation. 

Last month, the government-backed National Human Rights Commission,
Suhakam, revealed that 4,000 Orang Asli in Pahang had no identity cards. 

"Without valid identity cards, their applications to get land grants
or send their children to secondary schools cannot be processed," said
Suhakam commissioner Hamdan Adnan. 

Part of the problem with land titles is that although the Orang Asli
may have lived in an area for generations, they are not the legal
owners. They are regarded as no more than tenants of state property. 

The Aboriginal Peoples Act of 1954 allows the peninsula`s Orang Asli
to use the land as their own, but does not grant them proprietary rights. 

Another major challenge is their low education levels. 

"About 60 per cent of the children do not reach secondary school,"
laments Senator Osman Bungsu, an Orang Asli from the Orang Kuala group
in Johor. 

As the only aboriginal representative in Malaysia`s Upper House, he
has been going around the country to meet community leaders to stress
the importance of education. 

To improve their future, he thinks they should aim for this target:
"One Orang Asli family, one graduate." Three of his six children have
made it to university. 

But for most, including Fraser`s Hill hero Chambar, it isn`t like
that. All his seven children dropped out of primary school. 

Sitting on the floor of his ramshackle wooden house, he is worried the
ways of his ancestors will soon vanish. 

His eldest daughter has settled down with children, while five of his
six sons work in factories or as contractors. Only third son Ligi, 25,
chose to live off the jungle. 

"The rest have become modern and are scared of leeches and snakes," he
says. 

"Education is good for their future, but sometimes I get angry as I
worry about too much development coming into our lives." 
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Research On Indigenous People

KUALA LUMPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- The Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage and two other institutions will study and publish books on the indigenous people (orang asli) of this country, its minister Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim said.

The other two institutions - the Museums and Antiquities Department and Universiti Malaya - will work out the details with the ministry on the project.

The aim of the project was to enable the people to know the indigenous people more closely, Rais told reporters opening the five-day exhibition on The Heritage of Malaysian Indigenous People, held in conjunction with the International Conference on Indigenous People 2005, here Sunday.

He said his ministry also planned to start a commission payment system for orang asli who showed a high degree of skill in making handicrafts.

The ministry was encouraging orang asli craftsmen to use other types of wood besides Batu Nireh which had become scarce, he added.

· BERNAMA
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Orang Asli living in fear of another landslide

M. Husairy Othman

BIDOR, Aug 10:

The 50 Orang Asli families in five villages in Pos Gedong, 20km from here, are living in fear of their homes being washed away whenever it rains heavily.

They have good reason to fear because in 1986 a massive landslide claimed the lives of five from their tribe and erosion has continued near their homes following logging activities carried out between 2003 and last year on three parcels of land, along steep slopes at the Bukit Tapah forest reserve.

They are afraid that tonnes of earth and trees may be dislodged as during heavy rain lots of water runs down the slope into Sungai Suruai which flows near the villages in Pos Gedong including Kampung Belangak, Kampung Sambong, Kampung Bagak, Kampung Kelat and Kampung Berendu.

Apart from Sungai Suruai, there are two other rivers near these villages — Sungai Sui and Sungai Gedong.

Pos Gedong's Orang Asli headman Nanap Mendrop, 66, said they have been informed that there are plans to open up two more blocks of land in the forest reserve for logging activities next year.

He claimed that he was "coerced" by Forestry Department officials into allowing logging activities to be carried out in 2003 which eventually ceased last year.

"When the landslide in 1986 occurred, the authorities blamed us for not informing them of the damage caused by logging activities then," Nanap said.

DANGEROUS: The course of Sungai Suruai has been altered due to trees and soil being washed down the slope.

In the 1986 tragedy, tonnes of earth and trees from areas opened up for logging near the top of the Bukit Tapah forest reserve came crashing down into Sungai Sui, changing the course of the river which gushed through Kampung Kelmong sweeping away everything in its path.

Two houses were destroyed and five people lost their lives in that incident.

The bodies of two victims, Bah Jumi Bah Tikai, 60, and Ida Dahali, 2, were never recovered.

He wants an assurance from the authorities that no more logging activities would be permitted in the Bukit Tapah forest reserve and also wants the area rehabilitated due to the damage caused by the logging.

A check on the logging site near Sungai Suruai revealed deep ruts caused by erosion.

Haunting memories of 1986

Dahali Nanap (right), 42, breaks down whenever someone brings up the topic of the 1986 landslide which swept through Kampung Kelmong, some 20km from here.

He lost three family members including his two-year-old daughter, Ida, in the tragedy when tonnes of earth and trees crashed into their hut.

"She was crawling and was learning how to walk then," he said with a distant look in his eyes.

Apart from Ida, Dahali’s in-laws, Bah Jumi Bah Tikai, 60, and his wife also perished in the disaster.

The bodies of Bah Jumi and Ida were never recovered.

Recounting the event, he said his wife, Senah, managed to grab both their children when the gushing flow of earth and trees slammed into their wooden hut.

"Using a sarong, she tied Ida to her chest while our three-year-old daughter Iyah was strapped onto her back. The flow of the water and debris was so strong that Ida was carried away. Villagers later found Senah and Iyah clinging atop a rubber tree."

He expressed concern on plans to allow more logging activities at the Bukit Tapah forest reserve next year.

"I do not want a repeat of the 1986 tragedy," he said.
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Ensuring better life for Orang Asli

BANDAR MUADZAM SHAH, Sept 16:

Relocation excercises involving Orang Asli are to be coupled with projects which would ensure their social and economic well-being.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, who gave this directive, said the Orang Asli community, especially those living in remote areas, needed to be convinced that they would have a sustainable income if moved to new homes.

"Agencies involved in looking after the welfare of Orang Asli need to work out viable economic projects for the community before relocating them," he said while visiting Kampung Patah Jelutong near here today.

"It will be difficult to persuade them to move if there are no sources of income at the new place such as a plantation where they can work."

Najib said the Government would also study a proposal for a Felda-like scheme for the Orang Asli community.

Earlier while speaking to the Jakun community living in the village and others from the surrounding areas, Najib said they needed to accept changes to their way of life to ensure a better future.

"The Orang Asli community cannot continue to lead their traditional way of life because they need to keep up with the changes happening around them.

"It should be a priority for everyone here to have a fixed source of income and more importantly to give your children the opportunity to go to school."

Najib said the betterment of the Orang Asli’s quality of life hinged mostly on their willingness to be relocated to a more structured settlement where the Government could provide them with basic facilities such as water and electricity supply.

He said the Orang Asli Affairs Department would initiate a relocation programme for the 17 families in the village and another 35 in the surrounding areas to a nearby structured settlement in Batu Gong.

