Teaching Biblical Truth to Postmodern Youth

Pre-consultation Reading
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1)  “The Postmodern Crackup: From soccer moms to college campuses, signs

     of the end” by Charles Colson with Anne Morse 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2003/012/24.72.html
This magazine column argues that postmodernism is either dead or on life-support. If true, what would the post-postmodern scenario be like? We cannot assume that it will be like the pre-postmodern (i.e. “modern”) scenario. When we say the Hurricane Katrina is over, do we expect the area and the people affected by it (even after reconstructions and restorations) to simply revert back to the pre-Katrina scenario? What is this post-postmodern scenario like? Even if Malaysia and the Malaysian church were not affected by postmodernism, will this new scenario that emerges affect us?

2)  “An Open Letter to Chuck Colson” by Brian McLaren

http://www.anewkindofchristian.com/archives/000018.html
Pastor Brian McLaren, unofficial leader and spokesman for the global “emerging/emergent church” is the world’s most influential “postmodern” evangelical. He was named one of the top 25 most influential evangelicals by Time magazine recently (February 7, 2005). In this open letter he attempts to expose Colson’s lack of understanding of postmodernism. His clarification, especially his discussion of the word “metanarrative” (= “worldview” or “absolute truth”) and the 7 possible meanings of “truth” is most helpful for understanding what he (elsewhere) calls “emerging postmodernism”. This will help set the stage for this session on teaching “Biblical truth” to “postmodern youth”.

For those interested in McLaren’s view that there are 3 postmodernisms, which he assumes in his response to Colson, it is summarized in “The Three Postmodernisms: A short explanation” at: http://www.anewkindofchristian.com/archives/000071.html
3) “Leaders call ‘Emerging Church Movement’ a threat to Gospel” by David

      Roach

http://www.bpnews.net/bpnews.asp?ID=20420
As the title of this piece indicates, many (most?) mainstream evangelical theologians are against this new development within evangelicalism. In this report, the views of well-known scholars D. A. Carson and Albert Mohler Jr. are cited with short responses from McLaren. 

4)  McLaren’s recent book A Generous Orthodoxy (mentioned in the above report) surveys the doctrinal position(s) of the emerging church. Looks like this book is a theological durian. Either you love it or you hate it. An exception seems to be Craig Blomberg, a highly respected New Testament scholar. In his review of this book he surveys as neutrally as he could the content of the book. 

http://www.denverseminary.edu/dj/articles2004/0300/0302.php
This review is included here both to give fair coverage since the above report is heavy on the negative side as well as provide a glimpse into what the emerging church is about doctrinally.

The above 4 pieces (mostly short articles) give adequate background reading for a better appreciation of this particular session as well as alert participants to a development that might or might not affect the Malaysian church significantly, for the better or for the worse. The group most likely to be affected would be those (currently) in their 20s or early 30s. Besides the many books, this movement (or “conversation”, as McLaren wants to call it now) is spreading through the Internet.

5)  For those who would like to know more about the emerging church from the lips of McLaren himself, here is the complete transcript of a very recent interview of McLaren by the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS). 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week846/p-interview.html
In this interview McLaren says, “one of the positive effects it’s [the internet] had for the emergent conversation is that it’s global immediately. So there are people in Malaysia and all across Africa, Latin America, who suddenly can find out there are other people grappling with these issues, and there could be wonderful exchanges”. 

According to the interviewer Kim Lawton, McLaren is now “stepping back from many of his responsibilities at Cedar Ridge Church so he can devote more time to expanding the emergent dialogue in other parts of the world”. This quote is found in: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week846/cover.html.
 

