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NECF Malaysia Secretary-General Rev. Wong Kim Kong attended the

Amsterdam 2000 conference held from end-July to early August.
Following is hisreport.

AT the invitation of the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association, some 10,000 evangelists, theologians,
mission strategists and church leaders from more than
200 countries assembled in Amsterdam recently to listen,
pray, worship and discern the wisdom of the Holy Spirit
for the unfinished task of world evangelisation.

The association isfounded by Dr Billy Graham, who
has, for the last six decades, led millions of people around
theworld to God through his evangdlistic preaching. He
believes the calling of the evangelist is one of God's
greatest gifts to the church, and is as important as the
ministry of the seminary professor or pastor. At the same
time, the church should recognise and dignify the gift of
the evangelist. From this deep concern came Amsterdam
2000—aplatform that Dr Graham created for evangdists
and church leaders al over the world to have their first
formal training in evangelism.

The conference was able to provide an excellent
opportunity for the children of God from diverse ministries
to celebrate Hisworkingsthrough evangeists around the
world. The participants were encouraged and lifted in
theHoly Spirit to preach Christ morewiddly and earnestly
than ever before. The plenary and workshop sessions
helped to equip evangelistsfor better, accelerated outreach
inaworld of rapid technological change and increasing
plurality.

Once again, we were able to affirm our evangelica
distinctiveswith love and humility. The special meetings
of the church leaders, theologians and missions strategists
were able to strategise methods and ways to reach the
multitudes, who stand on the shore of anew millennium.

A drategic and dynamic internationa network was crested
to communi cate together how to accomplish deeper, more
effective evangelism through sharing of information,
methods, prayer requests and spiritual victories.

A significant outcome of the conference was the
Amsterdam Declaration, a charter for evangelismin the
21st Century. It was presented as a joint report of the
three task groups of mission strategists, church leaders,
and theologians. It is commended to God's people
everywhere as an expression of evangelical commitment
and as a resource for study, reflection, prayer and
evangelistic outreach. (See page 3.)

The 214 Century has becomeachalenging milestone.
We are confronted with the responsibility of fulfilling
the unfinished task of the Gospel. The 20th Century has
ended with over 1.6 billion individuals completely
unaware of Chrigt, Christianity, or the Gospdl. Evenwith
the accelerated programmes of church planting and
evangelistic thrusts of various forms, we are far from
completing the task.

If the evangelistic goals at the beginning of the 21st
Century are to be achieved, the Church of Jesus Christ
needs to review its priority and emphasis. The global
churchtoday, according to LuisBush, isadeeping giant.
Through the national churches, we now have the
manpower and primary ministry resources needed to
complete the unfinished task of world evangelisation.
The Church and Christians need to be mobilised and the
available resources fully deployed for the completion of
the task. Then only will we see Hisreturn. ]
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The Urgency Of Evangelism

By Rev. Datuk Dr Prince Guneratnam,
NECF Malaysia Chairman

JOHN 3:16 says: “God so loved thisworld that He gave His only begotten Son
that whoever believesin Him should not perish but have eternal life”. The Bible
says the wages of sin is death. We have been separated from God because of
our sinwhich has made us prisoners. The Gospd istelling peoplethat Jesus Christ
isthe sin bearer, and al those who have sinned will be forgiven if they put their
faith and trust in Him. Thereis nothing greater than having eternal lifein Christ
Jesus.

We need to quickly sound this out near and far because timeis short. Time
isshort not just because Jesuswill come soon, but because we do not even know
if wewill have atomorrow. Death can come knocking on our door anytime, any
day. Thegood newsisthat Jesus saves and theworld urgently needsto hear about
this.

Very often, we take Missions and Evangelism for granted. We atend worship
sarvices, giveamissionary offering and do some evangelism from timeto time.
Through the years, these can become routines we perform automatically. We can
become complacent with this monotony. As a result, the urgency of getting
across the message of eterna life in Jesus can easily diminish.

There are three things we must realise and be reminded about missionsand
evangelism.

Firstly, missions beginswith your neighbour. “Missions’ does not necessarily
mean “abroad” or “overseas’. It isanywhere from acrossthe street to acrossthe
sea. Weneed to reach out to those that need the gospel both at home and abroad.

Secondly, missionsand evangelisminvolve sacrificia giving. Reaching out
to alost world cost God His only Son. It cost Jesus His life. What will it cost
you? Sin robs you. Sin takes away what you have and messes up what is good
for you. Sin brings pain, heartache, sorrow, anguish and shame. Are you ready
to share what isyourswith the person that islost to sin? Will you reach out even
if it costs you?

Thirdly, missions and evangelism must be motivated by love. Believers
must not only see the need and the urgency; they must be willing to reach out
inlove and take action. Believers must reach out in love to point the lost to the
love of Christ that will save them. The world does not see the spiritual hurt and
suffering. It is our responsibility to reach out and touch these people for Jesus
Christ.

There are many today who have never heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Some of these people areliving in our homes. They are closeto usand they are
dtill boundintheir sin. Somebody hasto get to them and tell them the good news.
If not, they will diein their sin and be eternally separated from God. If they do
not know about Jesus and if they do not cometo receive Jesus, thereis no other
hope.

If we do not tell the Gospel story, we will be accountable for those who are
lost because we had the opportunity and did not do so (Ezekid 33:8). We need
to see the urgency to proclaim the message and we must! [ |
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Mission Strategy and Evangelism At its heart, the mission of
the church isworld evangelisation. Jesus madeit clear in hislast
teachingsthat the scope of thiswork of evangelism demands that
we give attention to all, including the despised and neglected of
society, and those at the ends of the earth. In addition, we affirm
the need to encourage new initiatives to reach and disciple youth
and children worldwide; to make fuller use of the media and
technology in evangelism; and to stay involved personally in
grass-roots evangelism so that our presentations of the biblical
gospel are fully relevant and contextualised.

We pledge ourselves to work so that all persons on earth

may have an opportunity to hear the gospel in a language they
understand, near wherethey live. We further pledge to establish
healthy, reproducing, indigenous churches among every people,
in every place, that will seek to bring to spiritual maturity those
who respond to the gospel message.
L eader ship and Evangelism We affirm that leadership is one
of Christ’sgiftsto the church. Leaders must submit themselves
in humility to Christ, the Head of the church, and to one another.
The leaders’ first task is to preserve the biblical integrity of the
proclamation of the church and serve as vision carriers of its
evangelistic vocation. Leaders must always be careful not to
block what God isdoing asthey exercisetheir strategic stewardship
of the resources which Christ supplies to His body.

We pledge oursel ves to seek and uphold thismodel of biblical
servant-leadership in our churches. We who are leaders commit
ourselves afresh to this pattern of leadership.

Theology and Evangelism Christian theology is the task of
careful thinking and ordering of lifein the presence of thetriune
God and our theology must be measured by biblical teaching
fromwhich alonewelearn God’ smind and will. Evangelistsand
pastors can hel p theol ogians maintain an evangelistic motivation,
reminding them that true theology is always done in the service
of the church. Theologians can help to clarify and safeguard
God's revealed truth, providing resources for the training of

A Charter for

Evangelism in the
21st Century

THE declaration comprises three parts: A Charter of
Commitments, definitions of key theological terms used
inthe Charter, and a prayer of supplication. The Charter
of Commitments is a statement of tasks, goals and
idealsfor evangelismin the 21st Century. Following is
a summary of the subjects covered in the charter and
the pledges made after each subject.

evangelists and the grounding of new believersin the faith.

We pledge oursdlvesto labour constantly in learning and teaching

thefaith according to the Scriptures, and in seeking to ensure (1)
that all who preach the gospel are theologically equipped and
resourced in adeguate ways for the work they have in hand, and
(2) that all professional teachers of the faith share a common
concern for evangelism.
Truth and Evangelism Under the influence of modern
rationalism, secularism and humanism (modernity), the Western
intellectual establishment haslargely reacted into ardativistic denia
that there is any global and absolute truth (postmodernity). By
contrast, the gospel (which is the authoritative word of the one,
true and living God) comes to everyone everywhere at all times
as truth in three senses: its affirmations are factually true, as
opposed to false; it confronts usat every point with reality, as opposed
to illusion; and it sets before us Jesus Christ, the co-Creator,
Redeemer, and Lord of the world, as the Truth (that is, the one
universally, real, accessible, authoritative, truth-telling, trustworthy
Person), for all to acknowledge.

We pledge ourselves to present and proclaim the biblical

gospel and its Christ, always and everywhere, as fully sufficient
and effective for the salvation of believers. Therefore, we oppose
all sceptical and relativising or syncretising trends, whether
rationalist or irrationalist, that treat that gospel as not fully true,
and so unableto lead believersinto the new divinelife that it promises
them. We oppose all oppressive and destructive uses of God's
wonderful truth.
Human Need and Evangelism The Biblerevealsthat all human
beings are constitutionally in astate of rebellion against the God
who made them. We humans were made to bear God'simagein
an endless life of love to God and to other people, but the self-
centredness of our fallen and sinful hearts makesthat impossible.
Therefore all human beings now face final condemnation by
Christ the Judge, and eternal destruction, separated from the
presence of the Lord.

see page 4
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Amsterdam Declar ation: from page 3

We pledge ourselves to be faithful and compassionate in
sharing with people the truth about their present spiritual state,
war ning them of the judgement and hell that the impenitent face,
and extolling the love of god who gave his Son to save us.
Religious Pluralism and Evangelism Today's evangelist is
called to proclaim the gospel in anincreasingly pluralistic world.
Itisimportant that our evangelism be marked by our faithfulness
to the Gospel and our humility in delivering it. We affirm that
the only way to know God in peace, love and joy is through the
reconciling death of Jesus Christ therisen Lord. Y et because all
persons are made in theimage of God, we must advocate religious
liberty and human rights for all.

We pledge ourselvesto treat those of other faithswith respect

and faithfully and humbly serve the nation in which God has
placed us, while affirming that Christ isthe one and only Saviour
of the world.
Culture and Evangelism By the blood of the Lamb, God has
purchased saints from every tribe and language and people and
nation. World evangelisation aimsto seetherise of churchesthat
are both deeply rooted in Christ and closely related to their culture.
This means appropriate cultural identification while guarding
against equating the gospel with any particular culture. Sinceall
human cultures are shaped in part by sin, the Bible and its Christ
are at key points counter-cultural to every one of them.

We pledge ourselves to be culturally sensitive in our

evangelism. We will aim to preach Christ in a way that is
appropriate for the people among whom we withess and which
will enrich that culturein all appropriate ways. Further, as salt
and light, we will seek the transforming of culture in ways that
affirm gospel values.
Scripture and Evangelism The Bibleisindispensableto true
evangelism. It provides the content and authority for all
evangelism. We must proclaim and disseminate the Holy
Scriptures in the heart language of all those we are called to
evangelise and disciple.

We pledge our sel ves to keep the Scriptures at the very heart

of our evangelistic outreach and message, and to remove all
language and cultural barriersto a clear understanding of the
gospel on the part of our hearers.
The Church and Evangelism In established congregations,
regular teaching for believers at all stagesin their pilgrimage
must be given, and appropriate pastoral care must be provided.
But these concerns must not displace ongoing concern for mission.
Further, we affirm that the formation of godly, witnessing disciples
isat the heart of the church’ sresponsibility to prepareits members
for their work of service. The church must be made awelcoming
place for new believers.

We pledge ourselves to urge all congregations in and with
which we serve to treat evangelism as a matter or priority at all
times, and so to make it a focus of congregational praying,
planning, training and funding.

Prayer and Evangelism God has given us the gift of prayer so
that in his sovereignty he may respond in blessing and power to
the cries of hischildren. Prayer isan essentid means God has appointed
for the awakening of the church and the carrying of the gospel
throughout the world. At special timesin the history of the church,
revivals and spiritual breakthroughs have been preceded by
repentance, prayer and fasting. Today, we need a deeper
dependence upon God and a greater unity in prayer aswe preach

the gospel to al the unreached people groups.

We pledge ourselves to pray faithfully to the Lord of the

harvest to send out workers for his harvest field. We also pray
for all those engaged in world evangelisation and to encourage
the call to prayer in families, local churches, special assemblies,
mission agencies and trans-denominational ministries.
Social Responsibility and Evangelism Although evangelismis
not advocacy of any social programme, it does entail social
responsibility for at |east two reasons. First, the gospel proclaims
the kingship of the loving Creator who is committed to justice,
human life and the welfare of his creation. Second, when our
evangelismislinked with socia concern, it reflects the compassion
of Christ and may gain an acceptance it would not otherwise
receive.

We pledge ourselves to follow the way of justice in our family
and social life, and to keep personal, social and environmental
values in view as we evangelise.

Holiness and Evangelism The servant of God must adorn the
gospel through a haly life. But in recent times God's name has
been greatly dishonoured and the gospel discredited because of
unholy living by Christians in leadership roles, particularly
evangelists. The church should foster structuresto hold evangelists
accountable and ensure that those whose lives dishonour God
and the gospel will not be permitted to serve as its evangelists.
The holiness and humility of evangelists gives credibility to their
ministry and |eads to genuine power from God and lasting fruit.

We pledge ourselves to be accountable to the community of
faith for our lives, doctrine and ministry, to flee fromsin, and to
walk in holiness and humility.

Conflict, Sufferingand Evangelism The records of evangelism
from the apostolic age, the state of the world around ustoday, and

the knowledge of Satan’s opposition at all timesto the spread of

the gospel, combineto assure usthat evangelistic outreach inthe
21st Century will be an advance in the midst of opposition.

Current forms of opposition include secular ideologies that see
Christian faith as a hindrance to human development; political

power structuresthat seethe primacy of Christians' loyalty to their
Lord as a threat to the regime; and militant expression of non-

Chrigtian religionsthat are hostile to Christiansfor being different.

We must expect, and be prepared for, many kinds of suffering

aswe struggle not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

We pledge ourselves ever to seek to move forward wiselyin
personal evangelism, family evangelism, local church evangelism,
and cooperative evangelisminitsvariousforms, and to persevere
in this despite the opposition we may encounter. We will stand
in solidarity with our brothers and sistersin Christ who suffer
persecution and even martyrdomfor their faithful gospel witness.
Christian Unity and Evangelism One of the great hindrances
to evangelism worldwide is the lack of unity among Christ’s
people. We cannot resolve all differences among Christians
because we do not yet understand perfectly all that God has
revealed to us. But in all waysthat do not violate our conscience,
we should pursue cooperation and partnershipswith other believers
in the task of evangelism.

We pledge ourselves to pray and work for unity in truth
among all true believersin Jesusand to cooperate asfully aspossible
in evangelismwith other brothersand sistersin Christ so that the
whole church may take the whole gospel to the whole world. H
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AD 2000 REALITY CHECK

SOME NEW FACTS‘ FIGURES ABOUT EMPIRICAL GLOBAL CHRISTIANITY TODAY
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(Source: T. M. Johnson and D. B. Barrett, World Evangelisation Research Centre Briefing)
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THE church has always been inundated
by “party spirit” that has caused many
splitsand created tension within the Body.
Today, the dissenting spirit continues to
plague the church, sowing discord
particularly between the charismatics and
the conservatives.

Paul denounced the “I'm of Paul, I'm of
Apollos’ criesin Corinthians; evangelist
Dr Bill Newman goes a step further and
calls party spirit the “biggest sin in the
church”. He likens such bickering
Christiansto the soldiers at the foot of the
cross, gambling and distributing Jesus'
garments while He hung dying behind
them. “That’swhat alot of Christiansare
doing in the churches today. They care
only about what they can get out of
Christianity, forgetting the cross,”
Newman says.

While most evangelistic crusades today
are accompanied by signs and wonders,
Newman, who is renown as the “Billy
Graham of Australia’, believes that God
has called him to just preach the cross.
“It's the cross that unites and we have to
get back to the simple preaching of the
cross,” heurges.

While the cross reconciles the lost with
God, it also unites the Body. So, apart
from adeep burden for the lost, Newman
longs to bring the Body together,

RECONCILIATION THROUGH

THE CROSS

‘Billy Graham of Australia’ out to mend

cracks.

particularly the charismatics and the
conservatives. Thereis beauty and strength
in each group—the conservatives' deep
love for and knowledge of scriptures and
the charismatics' fire and zeal—and
Newman hopes to bring healing to the
Body by helping both groupsto appreciate
each other. After all, “at the foot of cross,
the ground islevel,” he reminds.
Newman appreciatesthe evangelistic style
of the charismatics where signs and
wonders occur but cautions Christiansto
remember the prime objective of all
evangelistic outreaches—to save souls.
“Reinhard Bonke once said, ‘ It' s good to
get someone healed but he can still go to
hell.” So ultimately, it'sthe person’s soul,”
he says.

Newman, who is an associate of Dr Billy
Graham, was one of the speakers at the
recent Amsterdam 2000 conference. Well-
known throughout Australiaasadynamic
evangelist, he has appeared on his own
television specials and had been heard on
more than 50 radio stations across
Australia. The founder of Bill Newman
International (BNI), an evangelistic
association, the interdenominational
evangelist has also authored several books
and contributed to anetwork of Australian
newspapers.

Evangelism without proper follow-through
care is like a broken net, he says, and
follow-through care will ensure that
“decisions are turned into disciples’.
Training, isthereforeessential for the Great
Commission work to go on and BNI has
designed a series of studies to train
Christians to effectively share their faith.
“An evangelist brings the spirit of
evangelism to an area. If | have a big
crusade, that’s the cream of the cake but
my work isto equip the saintsfor the work
of ministry,” he says. “Shepherds don’t
produce sheep. Sheep produce sheep. Mass

evangdlismisjust the platform to personal

evangelism,” he adds.

Besides being an evangelist, Newman is
also a popular management trainer in the
corporate circle in Australia. Some may

charge him with having one foot in

kingdom ministry and the other in

“secular” work. To this, Newman explains.

“ | use my motivational talkslikea‘trojan

horse’ wherethey took it inside the city and

let out the soldiers from the secret

compartment. | have the opportunity to

share my faith through the biblical

principles that | teach. | also believe that

our Lord worked in every areaincluding

the secular world.”

Newman wasin Kuala L umpur recently to

meet pastors and church leaders as a
prelude to the evangelistic crusade and

School of Evangelism that he will be
conducting here in November. He
encouraged them to continue to boldly

proclaim the crossand to preach ‘ Christ and

Him crucified', just as Paul did.

He urged them to continue ‘fanning the
flame’ and not lose the fire. “Our lives
should attract peopleto thefire. If we are
not excited about living for Jesus Christ,

how can we expect to lead others to have
the fire?’ he asked.

Prayer is the key to winning souls and

Newman also shared a programme called

‘Friends Bringing Friends’ which his
ministry uses to prepare Christians to

identify and pray for their friends before
his evangelistic crusades.

(The training seminar will be held from
23to 24 November followed by two nights
of evangelistic crusade. Both events are
organised by NECF Malaysia in

partnership with local churches. For more
details, contact NECF at tel: 03-7727

8227; fax: 03-7729 1139; and e-mail:

enquiries@po.jaring.my) |
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'SHALOM" WAY TO IMPACT
THE WORLD

IMAGINE this: Six
committed Christian families
living together on aone-third
acre land. They share a
common recreation and
laundry area and eat together
onceaweek inacommon hall,
filling the table with |
vegetables from a shared
garden. Yet, they each have
their individual homes where
they can retreat to for family
privacy. In this small
community, the aging parents
also live here, helping to look
after theyoung oneswhilethe
adults go out to work. In
Seattle, asimilar homewould
cost US$250,000 and this
would have jumped to half a
million dollars by the end of a 30-year loan period. But for these
six families, their homes only cost US$70,000 asthey were built
by awealthy Christian man who sellsthem at cost. The generous
man even alowsthefamiliesto re-pay him over aseven-year period
without interest. So, at the end of the period, the six families
have settled their debt and are freed to work fewer hours. They
now have more timeto serve their church and community, which
isthe main reason why they choseto livethisway in thefirst place.

This concept of cooperative community seemslike adream
but Dr Tom Sine believes that thisis the kind of witness needed
to challenge the ‘McWorld’ culture that is assaulting the world
today. (‘McWorld' refersto aglobalised world and its materialistic
values.) Sinecallsthisthe‘ Shalomway of lifethat God originally
intended for His people to lead. This radical whole-life faith
lifestyle of corporate giving and caring will set us apart as a
distinctive people and attract people to our faith.

“We are not effective in evangelism because we' re so much
like the modern culture around us. We are not distinctively
different. Onereason for not living thiswhole-lifefaith isthat our
first allegianceis the aspirations and values of the modern culture.
We have allowed the McWorld dream to power our lives.

“We need to find in Scriptures an alternative dream to the
dream that powers McWorld. The shalomvision provides the
basisto the alternative dream,” Sinesaid. ~ Shalom is the
biblical promise of wholeness and its Hebrew meaning is closer
to the English word *wholeness or ‘ completeness rather than ‘peace’.
“Shalomis God’s vision of restoration. It is not a vision for
isolated individuals but for the whole community. We aren’t
made whole alone but we are made whole with al the people
that are streaming up to God's mountain,” added Sine’s wife,
Christine.

“InGod's shalomthereisasense of unity, harmony and peace

il

Tom and Christine Sine

between God, mankind and
His creation. The vision
includes awhole new political
and economic system based
onjustice and mutual care. It
was a vision lived out of the
freedom of a transforming
relationship to a loving and
persona God.”

Thewholeness of shalom
can only occur in a loving,
caring community where all
areworking for reconciliation
to each other, to God and to
His creation.

Intoday’sMcWorld, the
young people of the post-
modern generation arelooking
for whole-life faith and they
seem to befinding it in other
spiritual faiths such as the New Age Movement. Sine urged
Christians to re-invent their lives and embrace a lifestyle that
revolves around their faith and reflect God' s purposes.

Tom and Christine Sine were speaking to about 200 people
at the*Mega Trends seminar in August organised by the NECF
Malaysia Research Commission. Tom is a consultant in futures
research and planning for both Christian and commercial
organisations. He is a so an adjunct professor at Fuller Theological
Seminary where he teaches Christian worldview. Christine is a
doctor and hel ped devel oped and directed the healthcare ministry
for YWAM'’s mercy ships.

During the seminar, Sine gave an overview of the mega
trends currently sweeping theworld. Theworld is changing a blinding
speed and the church needs to pay attention to the changes so that
we can find creative ways to meet the challenges ahead. Church
leaders must prepare the young people to face a world of high
technology and booming consumerism.

“The only way to keep this new boom economy isfor all of
usto consume like never before,” Sine said. Therefore, we must
prepare ourselves and particularly, our children, in terms of
stewardship.

Sine called on the church leadership to take the young people
(those under 35 years old) seriously. In the West, the church is
rapidly losing the young people and one reason for this, according
to Sine, isthat they have not been given the opportunity to lead.
Recognising this problem, some churches in Great Britain are
putting their young people in their councils and mentoring them
in leadership roles. “We have to give our young people a sense
of ownership,” Sine said. |

(Audio and video tapes of the talks are available from Praise
Book Centre.)
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MERDEKA!
JESUS IS LORD

Christians throughout the country unite in prayer at the largest
National Day Prayer Rally ever organised by NECF Malaysia.

THUNDEROUS shouts of
‘Jesus is Lord’ boomed
across the grand hall of
Wisma MCA, Kuaa
Lumpur, on the stroke of
midnight at this year’'s
Merdeka Day Prayer Raly.
Raisingtheir fistsintheair,
the 1,400 participants stood
proudly and resolutely
declared His lordship each
timethe MC (master-of-cer-
emony) of the rally called
out the name of a state.

Fourteen times the
crowd shouted, one shout
for each state. Then comes
the climax—the M C called
out “Malaysia” and the
crowd broke loose all
restraints, proclaiming with
all heart and voicethat Jesus
is the lord of our blessed
nation.

Soon &fter, the partici-
pants dispersed for home,
physically exhausted from
the four hours of worship
and intercession but
recharged with a greater
sense of unity and deeper
commitment to pray for the
country. Earlier, just before
thislordship proclamation,
the participants had joined thousands of
Malaysians in shouting “ merdeka’ three
times.

Throughout the evening, the partici-
pants thanked God for His mercy on the
nation. The attitude of gratitude was fur-
ther impressed by NECF Malaysia
Chairman Rev. Datuk Dr Prince
Guneratnam who said in his exhortation
that the country’ s present peaceful and pros-
perous well-being was aresult of constant
intercession. In the midst of the political
unrest and economic ills plaguing some of
our neighbouring countries, God hasblessed
Malaysia with stability and the liberty to
practice our faith. Pastor Prince urged

The cross being raised just before midnight—Prayer Rally at Kota Kinabalu.
Archbishop Datuk Yong Ping Chun is holding the microphone.

Christians not to take God's blessings for
granted but instead, to continually pray for
His mercy to protect our land and liberty.

Therdly began with ajoyousand emo-
tiond celebration of worship which includ-
ed a rousing performance of ‘Handel’s
Messiah’ by the Renewal L utheran Church
choir. Excitement rose as the clock ticked
towards 10 pm, the designated timeto begin
tele-conferencing with prayer groupsin the
other 13 states including Sabah and
Sarawak.

The organising committee had origi-
nally planned for all prayer groupsto hear
each other simultaneously but what turned
out was a confusing array of sounds and

cracklings. Findly, thetech-
nica team manning thetele-
conferencing facilitiessaved
the night by connecting to
only one group at atime.
Thus, the participantsgath-
ered at the MCA hall were
able to clearly hear reports
from representatives in
Ipoh, Johor Bahru, Melaka,
Alor Setar and other cities.

In between the reports,
different representativesled
the participantsin prayer for
the different states. To add
focustotheprayers, theflag
of the state was raised when
the state was being prayed
for. NECF MaaysiaVice-
Chairman Rev. Dr Eu Hong
Seng closed theintercession
with prayersfor the nation.
What followed was a
solemn candle-lighting pro-
cession led by Elder
Timothy Phua.
Representatives, who had
earlier led in the interces-
sion for the states, lined up
on the stage, each holding
alighted candle to symbol-
iseour commitment to bea
light to the nation.

In line with therally’s
theme of ‘Lighting Up Our Nation’,
Christians all over the country also partic-
ipated in community projects on Merdeka
Day. Carnivalswere held in Petaling Jaya,
Shah Alam and Kgjang; gotong royong pro-
jectswerecarried out in Dungun, Alor Setar,
KotaBahru and Kuantan; and food parcels
weredistributed in Rawang, Subang squat-
ter homes and the Kangar general hospital.
In Kuala Terengganu, Christians visited a
children’s spastics home while in north
Kuala Lumpur, another group visited the
lepers colony. Ancther group distributed
stationery to children in Kampung
Berembang, Ampang.
see page 13
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The Emptying

by Lucy Chua

PANIC ATTACK

WHEN thetime camefor our children
to leave the nest, there was a growing
unrest in my heart. What type of careers
would they take up? Would it be our
choice or theirs? What if they made a
wrong choice? Have we taught them all
that they need to know? Will they continue
to walk with the Lord? Who will they
marry? What surprises are we going to
encounter?

As aways, these questions were put
beforethe Heavenly Father. Hispromises
in Isaiah 49:25 and 54:13 calmed my
anxious soul. | realised afresh that | had
no control over the future of my children.
| could not guarantee that they would
continue in the things that we had taught
them or follow the God we worship. God
is the only one who can follow them to
theend of their daysand my job now isto
pray them though.

A DIFFERENT GENERATION
Looking at the branded clothes,

expensive shoes and the preoccupation
with their friends, | wonder what had
happened to al thetraining we had ingtilled
in them when they were young. We had
set the pace for the children during their
primary days. We had taught each of them
to observe Ecclesiastes 3 and instructed
them to make time for everything,
especially in the areas of mental, physical
social and spiritual development (Luke
2:52). Wewere conscious that collecting
“A’s’ could become an obsession. The
policy in our home, therefore, wasto allow
for only two hours of homework per day.
Six hours in school was sufficient for all
the schoolwork then. Wedid not believe
in tuition at that stage. They played ball,
cycled and went for family picnics after
school. They had timeto tidy their rooms,

wash dishes and do odd jobs around the

house during weekdays or holidays. They

observed acomplete day of rest from work

even if there was a test on Monday.

Tithing started when they received regular

pocket money. Although they took over

their own time management in secondary

school, chose their areas of interest and

got involved with different activity groups,

the boundaries were still set by us — the

“curfew” limit at night, monthly expenses
and outside involvement. From the

“asking permission” stage, they have now
moved on to the consultative and

discussion stage. Wenow allow them the

freedom to make decisions and the

mistakes that come with them.

Our regular family meetings have
been a good vehicle for interpersonal
communication. These meetings are
usually called before the start of a new
year, the new semester/term or the end of
term. They facilitate the planning for
holidays and the synchronizing of our
different timetables. We agree on
expenses, household duties, laundry days
(each child isresponsible for his’/her own
room and laundry), off days, individual
and family timesetc. A notice board serves
to update daily whereabouts and phone
messages. Thus they have been ushered
into the adult world of responsibleliving!

It is frightening, at times, to see that
the more freedom we give them, the more
they pull away from our lifestyle. | have
restrained myself, many times, from
commenting on the things they buy and
the hoursthey keep. Itisnot that they are
irresponsible; thereality isthat we belong
to two different generations. We were
thrifty, moderate, and desired a simple
lifestyle. On the other hand, they were
born in times of plenty and have never
lacked any good thing. How then will

they live? Although we have given them
the basic foundations, how they build on
these foundations will depend on them
and their individual walk with God.

DADDY LEADSTHE WAY

From the start, my husband has always
set the directions for the family and | carry
them out. He insisted that we should
worship in church as a family (I had to
handle three squirming toddlers with no
hel p from him because hewasthe speaker!).
| protested because it would have been easier
to leave the babies at home on Sundays.
But looking back, | have come to see how
important those times were. When God
spoketo the church wewanted our children
to be there to hear Him. My husband also
wanted the family to eat at |east one meal a
day together. Thiswasareal hassle when
the children were young. It would have
been much easier to let the children eat at
their own conveniencesothat | could have
some peace and quiet when he came home.
But this family tradition has enabled us to
share our day or pray and read the Bible
together after each meal. Now when the
children come home onceamonth or term,
we look forward to sharing that meal
together. My husband also instituted the
once-a-year family getaways where we
climb mountains, visit places, play games,
holiday with good friends or family
members. Mind you, thosefamily holidays
were no holidays for me!  (Mothers never
seem to get their rest during the holidays!).
Again, on hindsight, | am glad that | gave
up fighting with him over these matters. It
turned out that such family times were
indeed precious. Presently, with differing
college semesters, it hasbecomeincreasingly
harder for the family to have ameal, much
less a holiday together.

see page 10
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OBJECT lessons grab the attention of
young learners. Attention grabbersaside,
they also make excellent teachers.
Children’s Church and Sunday School
manual s abound with examples. For object
lessons, props could call for astraw broom,
a battery-powered action toy, ice cream
and bibs, amouse trap. The possibilities
goonandon. It all dependsonwhat truth
you wish to impart. There's no knowing
what Object the creative teacher has
selected, stashed away in her bag when
shewalksinto class.

OBJECT lessonsaren’t only good for
young learners. They grab the attention of
older learners too. Attention grabbers
aside, they also make excellent teachers.

I know because just a couple of
monthsback, | went to class. My Teacher
used carefully chosen Objects. Believe
me, | sat up and took notice. And | learned.

NEST IN THE GARDEN

It was in the month of June. My
housemate and | discovered this sizeable
Bees Nestin our garden. | don't know when
the beesfirst started to build. The garden
is small and just about everything isin
clear view. Up till this point | had not
heard the buzzing of beesin activity. Bees
buzz their presence but not this particular
colony. Butthereit was—clearly aBees'
Nest. Heart-shaped. Careful scrutiny
showed the Nest seemed to be hanging on
one of the palm fronds, not exactly the
strongest of structures to build on. The
Nest was pul sating with hundreds of bees
all packed close together and clinging to
the Nest. Over the next few days we
checked it out daily, until it dawned on us
that the Nest could spell harm and danger.
What if the bees were disturbed and
became agitated? That palm tree happened
to be the one our dog, Krissy, loves to
circle to sniff for creatures and stuff of
interest to her. Agitated bees could well
go on astinging spree and we had no desire
to betherecipients of afew hundred stings.
Neither did we desire to see Krissy fall
victim to hostile bees.

We would have to get rid of it. This
heart-shaped Bees' Nest. Alive with
hundreds of bees carrying hundreds of
stings. And stings carried poison. It was

45 & Tale of Two Nests

By Goh Poh Gaik

potentially hazardous to keep it therein
the garden. More bees were being added
by the day and the Nest was getting bigger.
When we contacted the Fire Station in our
neighbourhood, we were told they do not
do bees. However, they kindly contacted
BandarRayafor us. Apparently thereisa
squad that handles bees. To our very
pleasant surprise, the team of four men
arrived promptly. We were curious as to
how they would go about the task. Don
protective gear? Complete with masks? Not
at all! They tied a big piece of gunny
sackcloth to along stick, doused the cloth
with keroseneand setitonfire. Theblaze
was big enough to engulf the whole Nest
and in one quick action, they torched Nest
and all. It wasover inafew minutes. We
were |eft to clean the mess. Branches,
leaves and bees, some burnt, some singed,
had to be removed.

THE FIRE OF GOD

The Object - aBees Nest. Thelesson
— | need the Fire of God to burn up the
Bees' Nest(s) in my life. Bad attitudes,
wrong priorities, awholelot of methat is
till unsanctified and unsurrendered. The
appalling ugliness of my heart. Etched
memories of hurts the recall of which
brings stinging pain. Thisis poisonto my
wholesystem. It was not a coincidencethat
| was then going through a season in my
life where the Holy Spirit was birthing a
desirefor holiness. My cry: “O God, my
sin! My sin!” “1 indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance: but Hethat cometh
after meismightier than |, whose shoes |
am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:
Whose fan is in His hand, and He will
thoroughly purge His floor, and gather
His wheat into the garner; but He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchabl efire”
(Matthew 3: 11-12). Thefire must come
lest the bees break |oose in frenzied attack
and leave atrail of casualties.

ANOTHER NEST IN THE GARDEN

A few dayslater, wefound another Nest
in our garden! Barely 50 metres away
from where the Bees' Nest was, Vicky
made a startling discovery when she was
giving the plantsadrink. A Birds Nest!
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Beautifully crafted and perched on the
rather fragile-looking branches of a
bamboo plant. The two baby birds were
scrawny, skimpily feathered but definitely
well and healthy. Mistaking our rustle for
the parent bird, they had their mouths wide
open for tasty morsels to be dropped in!
This second Nest became my delightful
preoccupation over the next few days. |
watched the mother bird fly, food in beak,
to the Nest to feed her babies, | watched
her shield them with her body when it
rained. My attempts to help scared her
away but she would hover on a nearby
branch and return to the Nest once she
felt theintruder (me!) had gone away. The
father stayed nearby encouraging hislittle
family with melodious twits and chirps.
| peeped ever so often and watched the
littlebirdsgrow. ThiswasaNest wewere
not going to destroy. The baby birds stood
for new beginnings, for new life. | prayed
for the safety of the babies and the parents.
Then one morning | heard a chorus of
chirps. Both Dad and Mum were on the
bougainvillatree near the Nest. Suddenly
I heard aloud rustling. Sensing thiswasgoing
to be asignificant moment, | grabbed Krissy
and sent her into the house. When | 1ooked
into the Nest | was greeted by two fully-
feathered baby birds standing up inthe Nest.
They werethetwo darlingest birds | had ever
seen! The next moment there was a swish
of wings and a cacophony of chirps. And
then | saw the babiesfly out of theNest! One
faltered for a while, clinging to the wall,
before it took flight. My heart did
cartwheels as | watched the family fly off
into the wide blue sky.

CLASSIN THE GARDEN

Two Nests. One had to be destroyed
withfire, the other nurtured and treasured.
My own attempts to destroy the first one
will befutile; | have to ask for the fire of
God. Any day I'd rather have the Birds'
Nest in my garden. It speaks of life and
love, hopes and new heights to reach in
the Lord.

So, | went to classinmy garden. The
Master Teacher selected Two Nests for
the Object lesson He wanted to teach me.

|
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Addressing Abuse of Women

An Evangelical Responsibility

by Winnie Bartel, Executive Chair, CWC

THE problems of abuse against women
have been around for centuries. The
evangelical world, as a whole, has not
wanted to ‘believe’ that this perpetration
existedinthe*Christian’ home. Preachers
have not spoken about thisissue from the
pulpit, and leaders, as a whole, have not
been willing to discuss this element within
their sphere of influence. However, at the
World Evangelical Fellowship’s 10th
General Assembly in Canada, May 1997,
the issue surfaced, and this time it was
brought to the attention of the WEF-
Commission on Women's Concerns
(CWC) by various men in leadership.
They admitted to us that within their
countries, within their churches, their
husbands even those in pastoral leadership,
were abusing women. These men were
genuinely troubled and showed grave
concern. It was at this occasion that the
CWC made the decision to address this
issue. Asinternational leadersrepresenting
every region of the world and over half
the nations of the world, CWC felt that
they werein aperfect position to be the body
to takethisproject on. Since that meeting,
CWC has organised a Task Force On
Abuse Against Women — a global
endeavour to address one of the most
horrific and proverbial issues and concerns
that women face in the 21st century —
ABUSE.

THE ‘FACES OF ABUSE

While attending the national
Association of Evangelicals (NAE)
Convention in the USA in 1998, | spoke
on the abuse and injustices women
experience. After my speech, a WEF
leader commented to me stating, “ | just
can't believe that abuseisgoing oninthe
homes of Christian leaderstoday.” Aswe
were talking, awoman came up to us and
expressed her gratitude to me for my
presentation. She broke down intears as
she continued to expressto both of us, the
immense amount of physical and
emotional abuse she was experiencing
from her husband (an evangelical |eader).

In our modern world women are
increasingly filling significant roles in
business and society, as well as in the
church and home. However, along with

these greater responsibilities has come a
proverbia onslaught of al forms of abuse.

What | have seen since this Task
Force was started two years ago has
changed my lifeforever: the stories-emails-
letters-news prints-faxes-counselling
sessions-photographs and videos-almost
more than | can bear-women brutally
beaten up-cut up-burned-dead-bodies
mangled-breast cut off or dismembered-
females being circumcised as a religious
‘rite’. And then there is the immense
amount of sexual trafficking around the
world. The flesh trade markets in Asia
aone are so horrific; | hardly could bear
the sight of girls-ages 8 to maybel8-being
forced to sell themselves as sex objects.
Thesegirlswere‘ purchased’ or kidnapped
for sex trafficking. Over half of them
never reach the age of 20 due to illness,
murder or suicide.

There are millions of women, sitting
in silent abuse: those who livein bondage
to religious oppression-in all faith
communities. For example, Christian
women sitting in the pews do not want to
expose their abuse because their husbands
are church leaders and it would not ‘look
good.” Whether a country is civilised or
not, abuse and injustice still abound. Our
research indicates that one out of four
women is abused each day. This factor
does not change, even within the Christian
home.

Why am | so passionate about this
issue? Because | too am avictim of abuse.
At the young age of ten during my fifth grade
year in school, my male teacher took what
he felt were his liberties, and performed
violations on my body. He would take
me out of class informing me that | had
‘misbehaved.” He would then take meto
the back part of the school where there
was a very secluded ‘janitor’s closet.’
There, hewould lock the door and proceed
to violate my body. He would then
threaten me not to say anything. | dared
never say aword because this man was a
leader in my church. A year later, this
teacher was caught while molesting
another girl. However, nothing was ever
done about it other than he ‘ quietly’ moved
out of town. It was all covered over and
the church never dealt with it —neither did

the school.

THE WORLD WANTSTO
RESPOND: BUT ISTHE CHURCH
READY?

However, the world IS ready to
addressthisabuse problem. Many secular
organisations aswell asmainline churches
have approached meto partner in our Task
Force endeavours. Several leading
Senators and Representatives in
Washington DC asked my assistance in
addressing this global atrocity.

Now, what isthe Church’ sresponse?
Is the Church ready to address this?
Perhaps there is resistance by Church
|eadership in acknowledging the fact that
this problem exists. Leaders have made
numerous suggestions asto what ‘women’
can do about the abuse problems never
giving suggestions as to their
responsibilities. My earnest hope and
prayer isthat WEF and its leaders would
bethe body to begin addressing thiscritical
sin issue so that God can pour out His
blessing on the Church.

HOPE GIVERS

At a recent global consultation, |
expressed my pain in being abused by a
church leader as ayoung woman. At the
conclusion of my presentation, one of the
WEF leaders shared with the entire
consultation his desire in asking me for
forgiveness and making a public apology
for what another church leader had done
to me. That incredible expression made
aremarkableimpact on me. | felt asense
of release that | didn’t even know | needed.
It seemed to make my past experience so
much less painful. It wasso ‘healing’ to
know thet the leadership in the Body of Christ
had compassion, interest and concern for
awoman who had been abused by one of
their counterparts. Oh, if the church
leadership would only realise theinfluence
and power they hold in their handsto help
the hurting and broken lives of abused
women around the world! |

This article was first published in the
International Women's Concerns
Newsl etter Jan-Apr 2000.
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Emptying Nest: from page 7

When they were younger, the children
cdled more on me than on Daddy. But now,
with courses to choose, college fees to
settle and computers to buy, my husband
finds himself getting more involved in
their lives. He also finds he has a lot of
catching up to do. The tendency to see
them still as*“little children” frustrated and
impeded growth in their relationships. |
often ended up being the mediator between
them. Hissolution to this problem wasto
build individua “bonding” with each of the
children (accompanying him on trips to
outstation meetingsetc). Thisispaying off
in both ways. They now talk, share and
work through their differences. This
increasing input has given the children a
more balanced view towards life.

LET USTALK

Wewerevery consciousof thegrowing
maturity of our children. From the time
they could reason, we invited their
contributionsto thefamily “dosand don'ts’.
Wrongdoings and disagreements were taked
out in private. Reconciliation was made
immediately after discipline. Mediation
from athird party was by invitation.

At a recent end-of-year family
evaluation meeting, we did two exercises
together. Thefirst wasto sharetwo ways
each family member has been a blessing
to each of us. Thisbrought some surprises.
The second was to share two incidentsin
which each member hasbeen a“paininthe
neck.” (We were not allowed to rebut or
justify our actions. Wewerejust to listen.)
It was an eye opener for al of us. We
spokethetruthinlove and we forgave and
prayed for one another. It has brought us
to anew level of communication.

As the children begin to form deeper
relationships outside, we are sharing more

openly our
struggles  and
differences with
them. We used to
shield them from
our persona or
churchconflictsso
that they would not
be forced to take
sides. But thisis
changing. They
now sometimes
havethechanceto
be our mediators

and counsellors!
Hopefully thiswill
help them to better manage their own
relationshipsin the future.

MEMORIESAND MONUMENTS

God told the Israelites to erect
“stones” which would serve asreminders
of Hisgreat worksto enabletheir children
to pass down their faith to future
generations (Joshua4:21-24). Photographs
have become for me far better than stones.
We have made an album with simple
annotations of al the important instances
of God ‘sleading in our individual aswell
as family lives. These include our call
into full-time training and ministry, definite
guidance for our marriage, the births of
the children, the spiritual significance of
their names, God’'s protection and
provision at crisis points, and the many
answers to prayer. We also started
individual albumsfor each of the children
covering events since birth. Asthey grow,
they have continued to collect their own
photographs. These“monuments” will be
alasting spiritual legacy that they will be
able to pass on to their children.

WOMEN to WOMEN

Adviser/Co-ordinator : GOH POH GAIK

are most welcome.

Send to :

Women to Women, a project of the NECF Commission on Women’s Concerns, is a
bimonthly supplement to Berita NECF. It has the broad objectives of :

B educating and raising awareness of social and theological issues affecting women
B stimulating efforts towards networking and dialogue amongst women

B encouraging one another in the use of our gifts and talents for the Lord’s Kingdom
Your letters and contributions (feedback, suggestions, ideas, articles, poems, cartoons, etc.)

The Co-ordinator, WOMEN TO WOMEN
NECF, 32A, Jalan SS 2/103, 47300 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.

The views expressed in this supplement do not necessarily reflect those of the
Commission or the NECF.

LUCY CHUA isateacher by training and
a graduate of DTC Singapore and MBS.
Sheismarried to REV JOHNSON CHUA,
a Presbyterian minister heading the Open
Door Ministry in Malaysia. They have
three children:

From Right: EUSOFFE (22) is completing
his 3rd year in MMU, MARIA (19) is
doing her 1st year in Alif College of
Graphic Design, YOSHUA (20) is doing
his 1st year in Monash University Sunway.
They live in Klang and serve in the
Presbyterian Church.

PARENTSALWAYS

When our son faced the truth that the
course he had chosen to pursue at
University was not what he wanted as a
career, hewasdevastated. Heevenfelt he
could not sit for his exams. He had been
an“A” student all theway to college. This
was a great blow even to us. We went
back with him to the drawing board, testing
aptitude, interests, God’s guidance, and
available courses. He finally decided to
finish the course even though it was not his
particular interest.

Mistakes, failures, and wrong choices
may be some of the costly lessons for our
children at thisstage. It brings homethe
fact that their leaving the nest does not
spell the end of our responsibilities as
parents. We have becometheir sounding
boards and eventually will act as their
friends in an adult world. The fact that
they are spaced within three years of each
other means that the empty nest will be a
reality for us all too soon...

Meanwhile | shall get on with the
things | had wanted to do but were unable
to when the children were young. | shall
also take time to stay in tune with my
husband after all these years of
“interruptions.” The nest may soon be
empty but our relationship will continue
to grow and deepen. |
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Merdeka! JesusisLord: frompage 8

JOYFUL CELEBRATION IN THE
OTHER STATES

THE Prayer Rally was also held simulta-
neously in the other 13 states throughout
the country. Except for Sarawak, repre-
sentatives of the NECF Malaysia Prayer
Commission were present at all the prayer
locations. The representatives reported
exciting news of a greater sense of unity
and bonding among the churches that par-
ticipated and adeeper desireto work togeth-
er for the Kingdom.

In Seremban, 410 people from 15
churches representing at least seven denom
inations gathered at Agape Gospel
Assembly. Therewas a“very strong sense
of unity and togetherness and the partici-
pants were very earnest in affirming the
prayers’, reported Charissa Giam The par-
ticipants were specially burdened to pray
for their people, who areworking elsewhere,
to return to their state to work.

In1poh, more than 500 people from
the English, Chinese and Tamil churches
experienced the power of praying in one
heart and mind. Pr Irene Lee reported that
“therewas agreat sense of unity in one spir-
it and one mind among the participants.”
Pr Clement Wong, in his message, urged
Christiansto be united so that God’ sglory
may be manifested to the city. Thenight’s
meeting at Canning Garden Baptist Church
was conducted in English with interpreta-
tionsinto Cantoneseand Tamil. Participants
prayed especialy for the stamping out of
social ills plaguing the city (immorality,
drug abuse, gangsterism and others) and
for the churchesin Perak to be united.

In Kuantan, theraly held at Wedey
Methodist Church was atended by about 500
people from 14 churches, according to
Jennifer, Bee Leng and Dai May. Prayers
focused on unity and fellowship among
churches. There was great joy and pride of
being one in the Body. The next morning,
about 100 Christians met in Teluk Cempedak
to clean up the beach and its vicinity.

In Penang, Patrick Cheng reported
that the turnout was overwhelming. The
hall at SafiraClub, Seberang JayaPrai, was
too small and “there was no place even to
stand!” Many left and in the end, about 800
people including some 20 pastors and
church leaderswere packed insideto cele-
brate God' s goodness over the nation. There
wasan air of festivity and jubilance through-
out the night as the participants danced and
worshipped. At midnight, participants held
up neon-lighted straws as they shouted
“JesusisLord” 14 times. Church unity and
godlinessinthe Body were among the major

prayer points.

In Sabah, about
500 people repre-
senting some 25
churches attended
the rally at Christ
Church, Likas in
Kota Kinabalu.
Irene Chew report-
ed a“powerful pres-
ence of the Lord”
amidst thejoyful and
‘noisy’  worship
filled with whistle-
blowings and shouts.
Despite the poor
tele-conferencing
reception, the participants remained exu-
berant and continued in their celebrative
mood. Just before midnight, the hall was
darkened and several men raised a large
wooden crosson the stage. At the stroke of
12, the participants all shouted and shone
their torches at the cross, symbolising that
Christ isthelight of the world. The young
people danced and continued ‘ partying’
well after the service was over. Present at
therally was Archbishop Datuk Y ong Ping
Chun, the Archbishop of the Anglican
Province of South East Asia.

In Kota Bahru, about 280 people from
nine churches and three para-church organ-
isations met at St Martin’s Church. Pr
Ronnie Yeap observed, from the prayers
of the pastors, a sincere desire to work
together in unity and help each other. Joy
filled the air as hearts united in worship and
prayer. There was great excitement when
the telephone was connected to Kuala
Lumpur and Rev. Wong Kim Kong's
(NECF Malaysia Secretary-General) voice
cameon air loud and clear. When the clock
struck midnight, there was an “awesome
presence of God” when the pastors and
leaders on stage lighted their candles and
the participants’ candles. The meeting was
conducted in English, Bahasa Malaysia,
Chinese and Tamil.

In Johor Bahru, the attendance was
astounding with 1,300 people packed into
Full Gospel Church, reported Ruth Lee.
There was great excitement and joy in the
worship and at times, the young people
broke out in dancing. During prayer time,
many moved to the aisle and linked hands
as a sign of unity. Glow sticksin green,
orange, purple and pink shone through the
darkened hall, creating a stunningly beau-
tiful effect. Various pastors prayed for unity
among the churches. Already, the JB organ-
ising teamisthinking of holding nextyear’s

Young and old cleaning up part of Teluk Cempedak in Kuantan
on Merdeka morning.

rally in astadium!

In Kuala Terengganu, Devadas
Dorairaj reported that 80 people repre-
senting nine churches and nine denomina-
tions attended the rally at Lifeline AOG
Church. There was a “real sense of unity
not experienced in the past.” A major pray-
ing point wasthe unity of churchesin KT.
The next morning, about 30 people from
eight churchesvisited Sinar Harapan, agov-
ernment-run spastic home.

In Kangar, 100 people from six
churches gathered at Kangar Baptist
Church, reported Pr Ron Hee. There was
intense intercession as the participants broke
into groupsto pray over the city and nation.
Ron observed an earnest love of the peo-
ple for the nation. There was a good sense
of unity among the participating churches
and a desire to come together. The next
morning, 90 Christians participated in the
state’ sMerdeka parade and gave the church
avisible presence in the community.

In Alor Setar, 300 people from six
churches shouted “their hearts out” at the
Trinity Baptist Church, according to Pr
Leonard Lim Asthey cried, they felt the
invisible walls (separating the churches)
coming down.

In Malacca, George Martinez said
180 people met at Bethel AOG church.
Though disappointed that the telephone
link-up was not successful, the people
stayed on and had a meaningful time of
intercession and worship.

InDungun, the people gathered cele-
brated with dance and joyful songs. The
children presented atambourine dance and
flag procession. Though only 53 people
were present at Dungun Elim Church, there
was a sense of togetherness and unity,
reported Josephine Lu. The people prayed
that the Christians there would rise and
shinein their community. |
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MISSIONS MANIA TO HIT OUR YOUTHS

Y OUTHS smitten by the Great Commission bug. Organisers of
the National Y outh Missions Camp hope that each camper will
be stung by the time they break camp in end-October.

“We want to inspire youths to have a deep passion and
commitment for the Great Commission. The challengewill befor
each camper to live their lives around fulfilling the Great
Commission,” says Alex Lim, Chairman of the NECF Malaysia
Missions Commission which is organising the camp.

For thefirst time, various mission agencies are joining hands
to rally the nation’s youths to missions. Although there is no
restriction to age, the camp istargeted at youths aged between late
teen and thosein their 20s. “ Thisisthe*action group’. They have
fewer commitments and are ready for action anytime,” Alex
explains.

“Y ouths are the ones most vulnerable to the pressures of
their surrounding, such as materialism... They have also become
the constant target of intense advertising and marketing efforts.
Asaresult, wecould ‘lose’ thisgeneration to values and lifestyles
they acquire from their environment. Alternatively, we can impact
their lives with a higher purpose and passion for the Kingdom,”
adds NECF Secretary-General Rev. Wong Kim Kong.

While only afew will becalled to ‘go’, therest can play the
significant role of sending by committing financial, emotional
and prayer support. The organiser hopes that through the camp,
the youthswill aso see the symbiotic relationship of both parties.

The camp will be held at de' Village Resort, Air Keroh, from
27 to 29 October. The speakers—Dr James Hudson Taylor (the
great-grandson of the legendary Hudson Taylor), Dr Ed Pousson
and Pastor Christopher Long—will infect the camperswith their
love and zeal for missions.

For more details, contact NECF at tel.: 03-7727 8227; fax:
03-7729 1139; and e-mail: enquiries@po.jaring.my |
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OUR PERSECUTED BRETHRENS

November 12, 2000 has been set aside to remember and pray
for our suffering brethrens all over the world. Join forces
with Christians in 130 countries to uphold our persecuted
partners. The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted
Church is organised by World Evangelical Fellowship in
partnership with Open Doors Malaysiaand NECF Malaysia.
For more information, check out the website www.idop.org

CHINESE RETURN TO THEIR ROOTS

Chinese participants jour ney back to their ancient past with the
help of a 76-year old former pathologist and an ex-Hare Krishna
leader.

THE recent ‘Return to Your God' seminar was an eye-
opening experience for many in Penang, Ipoh, Taiping and the
Klang Valley, who turned up to hear former pathologist Dr Ethel
Nelson and ex-Hare Krishna leader Samuel Wang. Both are
renown researchers and authors of books proposing that the
Chinese characters, culture and classics contain Biblical
prophecies, stories and truths. Among their books are God's
Promise to the Chinese and God and the Ancient Chinese

In each place, except for Taiping, the seminar was held for
two days followed by an evangelistic dinner the next day. By the
time the event was over, the organiser reckoned that about 10,000
people have witnessed the speakers' ‘evidences' that long before
Buddhism and Taoism cameto China, their forefathersworshipped
Shangti—the God who created the heavens and earth.

And, according to Nelson, this Shangti is not one but a
Godhead of three Persons! The clueto thisdisclosure wasfound

in the oracle bone writing (the most ancient form of Chinese
writing) for the character Shangti where three small triangles
formed part of the character, said Nelson.

Other proposals include: Jesus was the manifestation and
representative of the Godhead based on the character ‘ Holy Man’
that Confucius and Lao Zi spoke about; the character
‘disobedience’ depictstwo treeswhilethe character ‘die’ depicts
two hands, two mouths and a tree, thus pointing to the first
disobedient act in the Garden of Eden.

The seminar, conducted in English and Mandarin, was
organised by the partnership of NECF Malaysia,Shangti E
Movement, Baptist Theological Seminary and local churches.

While Nelson delved into the Chinese characters and
painstakingly interpreted them in biblical perspective, Wang dug
into the ancient Chinese classics and tried to establish thelink between
the classics and the Bible. Their lectures were extracted from
their books (mentioned above) which are available from
Canaanland bookstore.

see page 15
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The Battle for Truth in the 21* Century

How postmodernism came about

ONE of the great hymns exhorts usto ‘ give
of your best to the Master’ by following
the example of Jesusto ‘join in the battle
for truth’.

Although prayer isindispensable, the
spiritual battle we are called to fight is
ultimately about and over truth (2 Cor.
10:35). Sure enough, aswe moveinto the
21st Century the battle is not just over
‘What is the truth? but also ‘What is
truth? Is ‘truth’ objective and thus
absolute, that istrue for and hence, binding
on all people? The response is negative
for more and more people in the West,
and soon in the East. Increasingly people
are saying Christianity may betrueto the
Christians (“good for them!™) but it need
not be true to others (“leave us alone!”).
Thisnew ‘spirit of theage’ isoften called
postmodernism.

Befor e Postmoder nism
Postmodernism is ‘post’ to
modernism. It is an (over-)reaction to
modernism. Modernism is the ideology
that evolved in the West, especially in the
18th Century, which captured and
captivated Western thinking until the
second half of the 20th Century. This
ideology basically assumes that human
reason and the senses alone are capable

By Dr Leong Tien Fock

of discovering, understanding and thus
explaining every aspect of the universe.
This means science can discover and
explain every aspect of redlity. Thisfurther
means that whatever science cannot
discover or explain does not exist.
Modernism rules out the existence of God
and other spiritual realities such asheaven
and hell.

But the basic assumption of
modernism  cannot be  proved
philosophically or scientifically. In fact
modernism has had its (non-Christian)
philosophical critics right from the
beginning. In the first half of the 20th
Century, relativistic and quantum physics
have shown that human reason cannot
understand or explain much of physical
(let alone spiritual) reality. But sound
philosophical arguments and valid
scientific evidence did not bring down
modernism (something else did). This
shows that once a false and even harmful
idea is entrenched in the mind as a
stronghold, no argument and evidence can
dislodgeit.

No wonder Paul said in 2 Cor.
10:35 that he had to use spiritual weapons
inthe battlefor truth even at theindividual
(let done cultural) level. Inthe case of the
battle for truth against modernism at the

cultural level, the Church basically lost it
without really a fight. In fact modern
Christianity is itself in some ways built
on modernist thinking. (As we shall see,
the complaint that the modern Church is
“materialistic” isoneway of sayingitis
modernistic.) If the Church had won the
battle against modernism, there would be
no postmodernism today. Unless the
Church in Asia acts fast enough,
postmodernism will be a worse enemy
than modernism. The Western Church is
already experiencing this.

So what brought down modernismin
the West? And what can we learn from it
so that we can better fight the remnants
of modernism and prevent postmodernism
from becoming a stronghold in the East?

Modernism and Materialism

As a result of modernism having
captured the Western mind in the 18th
Century, modernisation or industriaisation
has been underpinned by this atheistic
ideology. Thus, atheism is assumed not
only in modern science and technology
but also in modern academic, professional
and economic pursuits. Modernity—the
physical and social environment aswell as
the way-of-life that modernisation brings

see page 16

Chinesereturn totheir roots: from page 14

Wang believed that Chinawas even mentioned in the Bible
in Isaiah 49:12 as the ‘land of Sinim’. He earlier said that the
Chinese originated from the Qin dynasty and in Hebrew, Qin
was phonetically translated as ‘* Sinim’.

Throughout the lectures, the participants were repeatedly
reminded that Christianity was not a Western religion and that
the ancient Chinese worshipped the Creator God of Genesis.

The enthusiastic response to the lectures showed that
generally, Chinese Christians are interested in their cultural and
religious roots. More importantly, they have a genuine desire to
learn how to evangelise more effectively to their own people,
particularly their unbelieving family members. Thisisalso evident
from the speed at which the dinner ticketsfor the evangdlistic banquet
were snapped up.

Though some have difficulty following the lectures and

questioned the controversial issues raised by Wang, almost
everyone agreed that the seminar provided them with interesting
‘conversation starters’ to sharing the gospel with their non-
believing Chinese friends.

From this seminar, the organiser hopes to spearhead in
Malaysiaan evangelistic movement using the Shangti approach.
Explains Steve Oh, who helped to bring in the speakers: “Theaim
of the Shangti E Movement isto awaken and equip God’ s people
to help the Chinese return to their original God through Jesus
Christ.”

Among the proposed activities of the Movement are: Produce
well-researched papers on Chinese cultural issues and the Christian
response; organise international symposiums to present the
findings; and develop and maintain a website and provide a
reference point. |
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about—is thus an incarnation of
modernism and atheism.

Under the condition of modernity,
unlike pre-modernity, God and spiritual
realities seem and feel awkward.
Modernity is energised by a materialistic
mood, an emotional impulse that drives
modern people, including Christians, to
live as if all that matters in this world is
material abundance. In capitalistic
modernity, greed, even unrestrained greed,
fuels ‘economic progress'. When greed
rules, God is dead, Self is king, and
immorality of all kindsflourishes openly.
Thusin late modernity, not only does God
feel unreal, He cannot be allowed to be
real.

But unrighteousness hurts, not only
emotionally and psychologically but often
physically too. Also, humans cannot live
asif thereisno spiritual reality. Modernity
leaves people spiritually high and dry; a
pervasive sense of emptiness and
meaninglessness haunts modern people.
No amount of material pleasure can soothe
these emotional and spiritual pains. This
set of pains, together with the
disillusionment of World War 11, led
Western culture to begin questioning
modernity and finally to reject modernism.
A vicious lie, an anti-God stronghold,
unless dislodged by spiritual means
availableto God' speople, will haveto run
its full tragic course before it will be
recognised for what it is.

If the rgjection of modernism involves
only rejecting reason and the senses asthe
only valid means to absolute truth, then
people (like those in the former Soviet
Union, Eastern Europe and China) would
be most open to the Gospel. But in the
free (capitalist) world, modernity hasitself

Sharing Resources

WATCHMEN'S FORUM 2

A compilation of articleson current issues
with an eschatol ogical perspective written
by NECF Malaysia Research Commission
members. Topicsinclude postmodernism,
science and technology, mass deception
and the New Age Movement. Available
at the NECF office at RM 10 each.

HANDBOOK ON MISSIONS
AGENCIES

A local resource booklet containing

engendered postmodernism, which goes
to the other extreme of rejecting reason
and the senses altogether asavalid means
to absolute truth. This meansthere can be
no absolute truth; this belief immunises
people to the absol ute claims of the Gospel.
New Age spirituality becomes the only
attractive spiritual option. But why only in
the free world?

Truths Become Relative

Under communism, even though
modernism and atheism reigned, therewas
no personal freedom. Greed was under
control and immorality was not allowed to
flourish openly. So what used to be
considered wrong, such as cohabitation
and homosexuality, continued to beviewed
aswrong. But thisisnot the casein thefree
world, where personal ‘freedom’ is
considered sacred. When immorality such
as cohabitation becomes common open
practice, itisno longer felt to be wrong by
those who practiseit aswell asthose who
do not.

Consciously or unconsciously, what
wasfelt to bewrong before no longer feels
wrong anymore. Cohabitation may be
wrong in a pre-modern village but not in
amodernised city such as KualaLumpur.
This means morality is not absolute but
relativeto time and place. Thisisthefirst
step towards accepting the idea that there
is no absolute truth.

For if thereisno absolute moral truth
there should also be no absolute religious
truth, as the two go hand-in-hand. In the
free world, we also find people of all
religious backgroundsliving together and
openly professing their faith. Partly
prompted by the feeling that morality is
relative, this consciously or unconsciously
creates the feeling that religious truth is

information on the mission agencies
operating locally. Thefirst of itskind in
Malaysia, the handbook also has some
statistics and data on the state and needs
of missions worldwide. Published by
NECF Missions Commission and
available at the NECF office at RM8.00
each.

OTHER BOOKSAVAILABLE
FROM NECF MALAYSIA
Preacher, Prepare Y ourself! (Towards
Better Preaching) by Tan Jin Huat at
RM28 each.

alsorelative.

When moral and religious truths are
felt to berelative (and since this suitsfallen
human nature well) the next step is to
justify this feeling rationally. But to be
intellectually consistent, thisrequiresone
tofirst justify that all truth isrelative. Hard-
core postmodernists have been trying to do
this. However, they face insurmountable
difficulties, one of which isthat nobody can
live asif scientific truth (say, gravity) is
relative. Most postmodernists will not go
so far as to deny absolute scientific truth.
But to deny absolute moral and religious
truths without also denying absolute
scientifictruthisintellectually inconsistent.
Then again, who says an ideology needs
to beintellectually consistent or eventrue
to become a stronghold in human minds?
Modernism was a case in point.

In the West, postmodernismisalready
astronghold. Inthe East, some places (like
Singapore) are ahead of others (like
Malaysia) in postmodernisation. Thistime
around, will the Church play its role as
salt and light and fight the battle for truth
against postmodernism? Or will it let
postmodernism run its full (and more)
tragic course? Will the Asian Church fight
modernism in the East and stop the
pendulum from swinging to the other
extreme of postmodernism?

Understanding how postmodernism
develops out of modernity is crucia to
fighting this battle. This article thus
supplements the more comprehensive ‘ The
Battlefor TruthintheLast Days published
in NECF Malaysia’ s Watchmen’s Forum
2 |

(Thisarticleisa contribution of the NECF
Malaysia Research Commission.)

Intothe21st Century Asian Churches
in Mission (a compendium of the Asia
Missions Congress I1) published by
Evangelical Fellowship of Asiaat RM 16
each.

Uncharted Waters (an account of C.
Hudson Southwell’s work among the
peopleof Sarawak inthe early 1900s) by
C. Hudson Southwell at RM50 each.

Treasure in Jars of Clay by Claudio
Freidzon at RM 35 each.



August/October 2000

BERITA NECF 17

ﬁl”’ BOOK REVIEW

THE MATURE CHRISTIAN MINDSET

Author: Lee Chin How

THE current rhetoric is all about self-improvement. Buzz
words such as“re-inventing” and “re-investing” in onesdlf are bandied
about. Underlying this secular aspiration isan avowed belief that
knowledgeispower. And sothe game of ‘one upmanship’ issdfishly
played out with the current obsession with computer technology
as a power tool towards more knowledge and social leverage.
The battleis, as always, ongoing for the mind.

It is therefore timely that Bro. Lee Chin How's scholarly
thesis “The Mature Christian Mindset” is published. Based on
his extensive research, this exposition of Paul’s epistle to the
Philippians encourages believers—then as now—to adopt anew
mindset as Christians. This paradigm shift is especially cogent
as our nation is being propelled into the 21st Century after the
recent millennium send-off. The modern Christian needsto know
how to think and act accordingly at such atime asthis.

Chin How’ s special contribution isto unlock Paul’s masterly
treatise on right thinking. The key is found in Paul’s chiasmic
use in presenting his arguments. Once this framework is
established, the main thrust of Paul’ sargument is evident: the attitude
of concern not only for self becomes pivotal, a worldview that
Paul himself encouragesin Phil. 3:15: “ All of uswho are mature
should take such aview of things’. And it is easier to see how
thismain view is obtained—through identification with Christ as
the role model for ourselves and others. Maturity is thus not
measured by a believer’'s age or the accumulation of Biblical
knowledge; it isabeliever’s ahility to think and to act as Christ
would—selflessly in the interest of othersin true agape love.

To obtain this new mindset, Paul encourages the practice of
several spiritual disciplines such as:

e Praying for others (1:3-8). Praying for oneself is thus
relegated to a secondary basis; and
e Discipling and mentoring believersin their spiritual growth

(1:9-11). Experienceisthebest teacher, andin Phil. 1:9, Chin

How carefully points out that the word for knowledge used

here is ‘EPIGNOSIS' in Greek which means experiential

knowledge, and not ‘GNOSIS' which means intellectual
knowledge. True knowledge of God's love is pro-active—
sharing it freely with others.

In hisfinal comment on knowing Christ (3:1-14), Paul sums
it up that to really know Christ isto participate in His sufferings
and resurrection (3:10-11). Thisisborneby hisown missionary
experiences, and serves as a culmination of histeaching—that it
is Christ’s resurrection power over the physical and spiritual
world that enables us to overcome adversities.

The ultimate mature Christian isonewho lives as Christ did
with Hismind and heart set on aheavenly and eternal perspective.
Christ-likeness, concern for the things of Christ, and knowing Him
intimately are the goals of amature Christian. Then only can true
love be shared and given to others.

Thanks to Chin How’s exposition, the timeless advice in
Paul’ s epistleto the Philippiansisrepeated not justinthe Malaysian
context but from aworld-view perspective. | cannot think of a
better exposition to counter the polemical barrage of therelentless
media—Reviewed by Pr Chris Choo

t
T

FOREIGN NEwWS

Animated Jesus Film
Goes National in The
USA

FOR the first time, the story of Jesusis
being portrayed in afull-length animated
featurefilm, with national cinemarel ease.

The Miracle Maker is a 90-minute
film showing Jesus’" ministry from the
point of view of Jairus daughter. It features
the voices of William Hurt and Julie
Christie among others. Archibishop of
Wales, the Most Rev Dr Rowan Williams,
described the film as a “superb
dramatisation of the gospel narrative.
Accessible, theologically literate, and often
quite moving. An outstanding vivid and
authentic script.” He added, “The first
century detail isexcellent.”

More people flocked to the cinema

to see The Miracle Maker than Love's
Labour’s Lost on the weekend when both
films opened. The Miracle Maker ranked
11th while the other movie ranked 12th
in terms of revenue from ticket sales —
even though The Miracle Maker was
showing at 100 cinemas compared to 200
for Love's Labour’'s Lost. —Renewal W

Prayer Revival in
Britain
CHRISTIANS across Britain are literally
making room for prayer. But they’re not
just juggling their diaries; they’ re setting
up places for intense intercession.
Anything from a simple room to a huge
purpose-built centre will do. It's not anew
phenomenon. But the past coupl e of years
have seen agrowing interest in houses or
rooms for prayer. Linked to that is
increasing involvement of Christian
organisations and churches in 24-hour

prayer initiatives.

“There is an increasing number of
networks committed to both general and
specific prayer,” said Brian Betts, Resident
Director of the Ashburnham Christian
Trust. In parallel with this—and on a
worldwide basis—God seemsto have put
in peopl€’s hearts the vision to establish
“houses of prayer for al nations'.

That's akey concern for Sunderland
church leaders Ken and Lois Gott. They
had avision for a 24-hour prayer room on
the top floor of their building, Crown
House, with intercession for revival around
the clock. The room overlooked the North
Sea and the European continent, and was
adorned with maps and flags of the world.

lan Colehasavision of establishinga
prayer centre similar to that of the World
Prayer Centre at Colorado Springs, USA.
Son of an Ulster minister, Cole helped
launch Birmingham-based ministries
Cornerstone Christian Charity and Pray for
Reviva. Hisdreamisfor a60 million pound
World Prayer Centre — possibly built on
sought-after land near the NEC serving as
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the nation’ s heartbeet of prayer. The centre's
main focus would be to encourage and
develop corporate and individual prayer.
Thelatest communication and information
technology would be used to link to other
initiatives, including the Colorado Springs
centre.

Pete Greig of Revelation Church,
Chichester, has been discovering many
Christians are prepared to pray —even for
24 hours. He organised aone-month prayer
movement and set aside a room for the
prayer meeting. Theinitiative lasted three
months but it did not stop there. Word
spread about Revelation’ snon-stop prayer.
Other churches wanted to follow suit.
Suddenly aseparate wider movement was
being born. A professional designer drew
up awebsite free of charge. Now the 24-
7 initiative has become a massive, non-
stop prayer meeting across many nations
and Christian traditions, focused on young
people. Participating groups pledgeto pray
24 hours a day in a fixed location for
anything between a week and a month.
“We have now filled every hour of this
year with non-stop prayer — all linked by
the website,” said Greig.

Betts added: “There does seem to be
across the nation a new awareness and a
new commitment to prayer.”—Renewal

|

Hell Isn't Obsolete,
Brits Say

The reality of hell, and the teaching that
it is “occupied to some degree,” is
reaffirmed in a 140-page report published
in April by the Evangelical Alliance of
the United Kingdom.

The report, produced by a five-
member working group, was prompted by
theincreasing number of thoseinside and
outside the church who regard the doctrine
of hell as“indefensible and obsolete.” The
report also responds to an ongoing
argument among evangelical theologians
on whether those in hell are subject to
eternal punishment or eventually
annihilated. Both are legitimate positions,
the report says, although the latter is a
minority view.

But hell “is more than mere
annihilation at the point of death. Rather,
death will lead on to resurrection and final
judgment to either heaven or hell,” the
document emphasises. It also cites the
growing popularity of Eastern doctrines
of reincarnation, and the humanist rejection

of any life after death, as requiring a
reaffirmation of Christianity’ straditional
view of hell.

British evangelicals commend
“sengitivity and discernment” in presenting
the message of hell, “particularly to those
for whom commitment to Christ is
uncertain or unrealised.” Because
redemption isguaranteed only by Jesus, the
report adds, “It is inadvisable for us to
pronounce unequivocally that a specific
personisin hell.”—Religion News Service

|

OSCAR Links
Missions Overseas

A new Internet-based service has been
launched for missionaries. Called OSCAR
(an acronym of the One Stop Centre for
Advice and Resources), the website is
billed as“the UK Information Servicefor
World Mission”.

OSCAR ispart of aresource project set
up in cooperation with Global Connections
(formerly the Evangelical Missionary
Alliance) to look at new and different ways
of resourcing missionaries. Mike Frith, who
has spent the last 10 years working as a
pilot with Mission Aviation Fellowship,
managestheproject. Y ou can visit OSCAR
at www.oscar.org.uk — Renewal |

Persecution in China

LEADING relief agency Release
International has announced that Christians
in China are facing a fresh wave of
persecution from the authorities within the
country, according to Renewal magazine.
Although the United States recently
submitted an articleto the United Nations,
calling for Chinato be censured on account
of their continued abuse of human rights,
Chinese pastor Li Dexian has again been
arrested for “illegal preaching” of the
Gospel.

Pastor Li Dexian, pastor of agrowing
churchin HuaDu, has now been detained
13 times during the past six months. In
spite of persecution, heisdetermined to see
the Christian message preached. He told
Release International, “| want to continue
to tell people of the love of Jesus. | do not
wish any harm on the people who have
arrested me but | know | must follow
God’s calling to preach his Gospel.”

Meanwhile, World Pulsereports that
China's government has sharply revised
upward the number of Protestants in the
country. A January Religious Affairs
Bureau meeting estimated the total at 25

million. According to Compass Direct, the
Public Security Bureau estimatesthereare
35 million Protestants. These latest figures
far surpass the state-sanctioned Three
South Patriotic Movement estimate of 13.3
million. Some Chinawatchers put the true
figure at anywhere from 30 to 60 million
or more. |

Discipleship Classes
for Ex-guerrillas

IN 1999 alone, over 300 Colombian
churches were forcibly closed and over
45 pastors murdered by rebel guerrillasin
Colombia. Open Doorsteamsworking in
the worst affected areas report vast
numbers of refugeesflooding into thecities
as people flee the violence.

Open Doors runs a series of
discipleship training seminars in these
areas—often attended by ex-guerrillas.
Fausto isatypical example. Heturned up
at the Open Door seminar with aBiblein
his bag, explaining how he used to carry
agun around al thetime, but now hisonly
weapon was the Word of God. After the
seminars, Fausto returned to his former
comrades with asupply of Bibles. So many
of them converted to Christianity that the
rebel leaders grew angry with Fausto and
had him killed.

“The end of this story is even more
powerful,” commented OD UK Director,
Peter Cowell. “At Fausto’s funeral, our
Open Doors co-workers were approached
by Fausto’s widow and brother. They were
asking us for more Bibles so they could
continue Fausto’s work amongst the
guerrillas.”—Renewal |

Euro Directive and
Religious Liberties

A new EU anti-discrimination Directiveis
set to damagereligiousliberties, according
to The Christian Institute. The Institute
has obtained legal advice from John
Bowers QC, and Mark L.R. Mullins, which
argues that church schools and religious
organisations will have to open up their
staff posts to atheists and practising
homosexuals.

The UK government has already
indicated its approval of the draft directive
and is expected to endorse thefinal version
this summer. Colin Hart, Director of The
Christian Institute, said: “ The directive
will have wide-ranging implications for
religious bodies. Contrary to what the
Foreign Secretary promised two years ago
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(November 12, 1997), church schools will
have to open up their staff poststo atheists
or practising homosexuals as teachers.
Only the posts of religious education
teachers are likely to be reserved for
Christians.

“While churches will be allowed to
require ministers to hold to the teachings
of the church, the same will not be true of
all the other posts, such as vicars
secretaries or vergers. Churches will be
forced to employ staff who reject their
basic beliefs.

“Christian organisations who carry
out socia work such asthe Salvation Army
or the Shafteshury Society will be forced
to employ unbelieving staff. Hospiceswill
be forced to employ doctors who believe
in euthanasia. Thisis a major attack on
religious liberties and the freedom of
association.”—evangelical s now |

India: Tribe Took 100
Years to Find Christ

TRIBAL people in India who rejected
Christian missionaries 100 years ago are
ready to hear the Gospel. Morethan 1,500
members of the Mao tribein Manipur state
professed faith in Christ during a three-
day visit by five American missionaries
in March. Manipur isin eastern India on
the Myanmar border.

The missionaries held evangelistic
meetings and servicesin Mao churches, Brent
Knapton of Houston-based Window of
Opportunity told Religion Today. About
5,000 people attended the daily meetings
heldinalargefield, and 2,000 attended the
church services, hesaid. About 900 people
received dental and other medical care.

The Mao were challenged to forsake
spirit worship to follow Christ. “We didn’t
makeit easy onthem,” Knapton said. “We
told them that they must renounce their
old religions and that they would face
persecution. We weren't interested in
having alarge response, but in the eternal
destiny of each person.” Theteam’svisit
isan answer to prayer for asmall number
of Mao who have been asking God to bring
aspiritual revival, Knapton said. In aseries
of ‘divine coincidences’, Knapton met
Pfozhe, who took his application papersto
state officials. The application was denied,
but Pfozhe appealed until it reached the
state’ s second-highest official who is a
Christian. He approved the application
and, in an unprecedented move, agreed to
let them travel into the mountainous area

to visit the Mao village. Additional trips
are scheduled for later this year and coming
years, he said.

It has been a slow awakening for the
Mao. American Baptist missionaries
William and Elizabeth Pettigrew first
brought the Gospel to them in 1894.—
evangelicals now |

Bridging the Gulf in
Qatar

CHRISTIANITY is seeping subtly into
Islamic countries in the Middle East. In
the small peninsular nation of Qatar, which
adjoins Saudi Arabia, Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheik Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabor
a-Thani has given formal permission for
the building of the first Catholic church
in the oil-rich country.

“Reportedly, aplot of land is expected
to be alotted for use asa Christian church
compound in Doha. The property would
be divided by common agreement among
the various Christian communities to
construct individual church facilities,”
states a Compass Direct news story filed
in Istanbul in January. Wahhabi, a rigid
branch of Sunni Islam, isthe statereligion;
Christian witness for the purpose of
converting Muslims is prohibited.
However, the Gulf Times newspaper
published in Qatar, reports that the
government has not cracked down on
Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant groups
that hold private worship services after
notifying state officials of their intent. An
Anglican church already exists in Qatar;
other non-Muslim groups meet in homes
for worship and fellowship.

An estimated 420,000 of Qatar’'s
600,000 population are expatriates, most
of whom are involved with the country’s
vigorous natural gas and oil industry. A
Qatari information service reportsthat the
population increases by 9 percent annually.
Almost two-thirds of Qatar’ spopulation lives
in the capital of Doha. Many expatriate
workers come from other unreached
groupsin Iran, Africaand South Asia.

An AD2000 and Beyond Movement
report on the Arab region statesthat there
is a notable Christian presence in the
peninsula, which also includes Bahrain,
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. If
thereare evangelical Christiansamong the
indigenous Qatari, they are silent about
their faith.

“In Qatar, churches are meeting
underground and Bibles are probibited.
Y et the OM ship was allowed to come.
Qatariscarried off basket |oads of Christian

literature, and people recognised that the
people on the ship have something they
don’'t,” states an AD2000 and Beyond
report.—Pulse |

12 Millions March on
Jesus Day

RECORD numbers are believed to have
participated in the last-ever global March
for Jesus on 10 June. An estimated 12
million Christianstook to the streets around
the world to proclaim their faith.

Andy Butcher of Charisma News
reports. “Thelargest singleinvolvement was
in Brazil, where organi sers were expecting
more than two million people across the
country to take part. The most ambitious
event staged wasin Australia, where about
40,000 gathered in Sydney’s Olympic
Stadium for a 24-hour celebration that
included prayer, youth concerts, and
reconciliation between white and
aboriginal youth.

“Thirty thousand people also
congregated in London—nbirthplace in
1986 of the first March for Jesus—for a
march that ended at the famous Greenwich
meridian line. Among thewalkerswasthe
Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey,
whose closing address challenged people
to be more direct in sharing their faith with
others.”

UK marches also took place in
Liverpool and Cardiff with Christians
prayer walking through Edinburgh and
gathering to praise God together in Belfast.
About 5,000 people from 100 cities across
Russia took part in a walk in Moscow,
gathering opposite Lenin’s Museum. One
of those who spoke was a former
underground-church leader arrested 18
years ago not far from the rallying point,
and twice jailed for his faith. One of the
smallest events took place in Andorra,
where about 30 Christians—about one-
third of the known church in the European
state—turned out despite cold and rain to
pray in front of the Parliament buildings
in the capital, AndorralaVella

About 450 events were held across
the United States, with the focus shifting
from celebration to collaboration. Local
churches joined forces to take part in a
wide range of practical-care projects from
food distribution to hospital visiting. —
Renewal |
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KOREA

THE amazing Church growth in Korea
during the late 1900s has reached a
plateau over the past decade. Few
churches are continuing to increase and
decline is most marked among young
people. Changes in Korean society,
especially in the pursuit of pleasure, has
caused interest in spiritual things to
plummet among young people. Those
who do seek areligious experience are
more likely to be attracted to Buddhism
rather than Christianity, which is
sometimes seen as a Western import.
Pray for the Lord to revive the Korean
Church again and for the young Koreans
to find Christ as the real answer to
today’s society.

ANGOLA

A Bible Society millennium project in
Angolais resulting in 500,000 Scripture
portions being distributed to children’s
homes. Pray for God's Word to bring help
and healing to youngsters left orphaned
and homel ess by two decades of civil war.
Ps. 119:105

INDONESIA

ONE of the biggest challenges to Bible
translation groups such as Wycliffe is
Indonesia. Its 3,000 islands are home to
people of 517 language groups who may
need a Scripture translation—more than
any other country intheworld. Indonesia
is in turmoil, so pray for peace, for the
safety of Christians there and for more
translators from among them. Isa. 6:8

KENYA

RED, the colour of blood, isvery important
tothe Maasal people of Kenya. The M aasai
New Testament hasared cover and village
elders started to fear it when it began to
change lives. They noticed that when
peopleread it they began to act differently.
Y oung warrior stopped stealing cattle, for
instance. Pray for God’s red book to
continue to change Maasai lives. Eph.
1:7-8

INterc

ORISSA

THE upsurge of Hindu militismin India
is largely in reaction to so many people
becoming Christians. Many of the Kui
tribe, who mainly livein Orissa state, are
turning to Him. Radio broadcasts and audio
cassettes have proved to be key
instruments, while the Indian Evangelical
Team has over 1,500 preachers, evangdists
and missionaries dedicated to winning the
Kui to Christ. Pray for thework. 2 Cor. 5:18

MECCA

WITH a population of under a million,
Meccaishardly one of theworld’ slargest
cities, but itsinfluence is enormous. It is
the focal point of Islam and afifth of this
planet’s people look on it as their most
holy site. Generally, Christians are barred
from Mecca. Pray for a Gospel
breakthrough there. Pray for Saudi
Arabia scity religiousleaders and religious
police (mutawa) to have miraculous
encounters with Christ. Ps. 99:2—-3

SENEGAL

DAKAR isamajor African city of nearly
two million people. There are very few
churches but missions strategy has been
developed to reach poor villagers who
come into the city to buy fruit and
vegetables or move there to try to make
money to send back to their families. Pray
for these people to receive Christ—and
take the Good News back to their villages.

TANZANIA

MISSIONS can be hit financially quite
suddenly—like when Tanzania's
government removed the duty-free status
for religious organisations importing
goods, including food. Duty is now 20%
plus 20%VAT for most products. Pray for
the Lord’ s provision for missions through
the world-wide Church. Phil. 3:6-7

HANOI

CHILDREN play happily in the hillside
villagesaround Hanoi, north Vietnam, able
to smile properly for the first time. That's
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because a specialist Christian Vietnamese
doctor has been ableto repar hardlipswhich
afflict many youngstersin the area. Finance
for Operation Smile is provided by UK-
based AsiaLink. Through it children and
their parents are hearing about the full
healing and peace that Jesus can give them.
Pray for Operation Smile. 2 Cor. 3:3

AFGHANISTAN

THERE isnovisible Churchin Afghanistan
yet, but people are receiving Jesus as their
Saviour. Letter response to FEBA’s Dari
broadcasts is growing. There is now a
weekly programmefor new Christians. Pray
for the Lord to build His Church in
Afghanistan—and among Afghan refugees
in places like Pakistan. Matt. 16:18

IRELAND

ONE of the poorest countries in Western
Europe not very long ago, Ireland is
enjoying an economic boom. People in
the Republic are becoming richer and
much more materialistic, breaking with
traditional values. A positive side to this
iS an increasing openness to newer
churches—and personal faith in Jesus
Chrigt. Missionaries are finding innovative
waysto help Irish people cometo faith, such
asBiblelecturesin aWexford hotel. Pray
for evangelism in the Irish Republic.

PUNJAB

IT is India's bread-basket and mainly
inhabited by Sikh adherents. But in recent
years many of them have been turning to
the Bread of Life—Jesus. Pray for the Lord
to build His Churchin Punjab. Low caste
Mazbi Sikhsand high caste Jat Sikhshave
been responding to the Gospel in
heartening numbers. John 6:48

IRAN

AUTHORITIES here are determined to
prevent Muslims from hearing the Gospel
and forcing those who have become
Christians to return to Islam. Christians
have “ disappeared” while others have been
forced to flee the country. Pray for our
brethrensin Iran. Eph. 6:13
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