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EDITORIAL

The World

In The Church

according to thelatest census conducted two years ago.

Weareamerefraction of thetotal and yet, we have been
called to make a positive difference in this nation, to be agood
influenceto the other 91 percent; in other words, to bethe “ salt
andlight”.

And certainly, the non-Christian community — whether
consciously or unconsciously — looks to the Church for moral
integrity and righteousness. Hasthe Church of Malaysialived up
tothisexpectation?

Aswereachtheend of 2002, let ussoul-search thisquestion
and take stock of our condition. What we are positively doing—
for example, the growing unity among churches and our good
workstosociety at |large—should not just continuebut intensify.
At the sametime, we must also consider the negative elements
within our body that must be rid off to preserve our witness.

In this respect, we have observed a growing trend of
Christians discrediting and disrupting the ministry of other
Christians—often pastorsand full-timeworkersor thoseactively
in God' sservice—through unethical and maliciousacts. Instances
of such acts, arising from personal conflicts or plain malice or
envy, are;

* Releasing official and confidential documents and
correspondences between conflicting partieswithin the church
totheleadersof other faiths;

Handing over recorded tapesof pastors' sermons, which may
have covered sensitiveissues, to certain authoritieswith the
intention of causing troublesto the pastors; and

Divulging confidential and sensitive information relating to
church management, leadership and relationships to certain
authoritiesoutsidethechurchwiththeintention of disrupting
the church’ s operations.

Increasingly, churchmembersareventingtheir frustrationsover
their pastorsor leadersthrough scandal ousacts, asinthecaseof a
pastor who purportedly sent pornographic VCDs to severa
innocent church members. In truth, the VCDs were mailed by a
disgruntledindividual, wholisted the pastor’ sname asthe sender.

Another popular tactictodiscredit thereputation of Christian
leadersthesedaysiscirculating ‘ poison’ lettersor emailsalleging
wrongdoings committed by the said | eaders.

-I-heChristian populationin Malaysiaisonly ninepercent,

True, such practicesare not new, but likethe dizzying speed
of change in the world today, they have also intensified to the
extent that one can safely comment that the ‘ Judas spirit’ —the
spirit of betrayal —iswell and alive. For do not such practices
ultimately betray the body of Christ?

Why should we bealarmed at thissituation?

Firgtly,itshowsthatincreasingly, Christiansaredisregarding
God' singtructionsaslaiddowninHisWord. Whereinter-personal
conflictsareconcerned, our Lord Jesusclearly gavethe principle
tofollow in Matt. 18:15-17. Disputes are to be resolved within
the conflicting partieswithin the church. But instead of heeding
our Lord’s teaching, some Christians prefer to take their
grievancesto parties outside the Church.

Thissendsthe messageto the community that the Churchis
not ableto minditsown affairs, or that itsfollowersdo not believe
that the Church is able resolve their problems.

Secondly, theseunscrupulousactsimply that Christiansare
increasingly absorbing carnal and worldly ways into their
behaviour andlifestyle. Instead of influencing theworldtogood,
wearebeing luredintoitsways.

Such practices cause confusion and disarray to the body of
Chrigt, tarnishthe Church’ sreputation, and worse, taint the sacred
name of our Lord.

Sopping the rot

Sadly, some churches remain passive when faced with members

who are hurting the ministry of other Christians. Pastors and
see page 3
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The Overcoming
Church

“Watch out that no one deceives you.” (Matt. 24:4)

By Rew, Datuk 1 Prince Guneratnenm,
NECF Malaysia Chairman

are living in troubled times.
Unprecedented changes are
taking place in the social,

economic, political and religious arenas of
world. While some changes are positivein
nature, otherssuch aswidespread poverty,
health issues, substance abuse, increasein
acts of terrorism and moral decadence are
of graveconcern.

Themoral tone of theworld today can
certainly be compared to that which existed
“inthedaysof Noah”. The ChurchasHis
Body, and every believer, must rise up and
be the salt and light as Jesus has
commanded. However as we seek to
addressthesevita worldissues, the Church
must remember her God-ordained
responsibility to warn and teach believers
sothat “we may present every man perfect
in Christ Jesus’ (Cal. 1:28).

Insuchtimes, the contemporary Church
must take measures to build confidencein
God and resilience to ward off erroneous
doctrines creeping subtly and deceptively
intoitsmidst andintothelivesof individual
Chrigtians.

Paul’ sadviceto Timothy: “Watchyour
lifeand doctrineclosely. Persevereinthem,
because if you do, you will save both
yourselves and your hearers’ (1 Tim. 4:16)
isrelevant to believerstoday; likewise his
admonition to the Church to watch out for
false teachers (1 Tim. 6:3-5). We must not
allow ourselvesto be swayed to and fro by
erroneousdoctrinebut must hold fast tothe
truth so that “no one will take our crown”
(Rev. 3:11).

The contemporary Church must
also strive for unity — to be joined
together in one mind, one accord, one
heart and one purposeto resist and to
intercede against principalities and
powers of darkness (Eph. 6:12)
working vehemently against God' splan
to spiritually perfect His Church (Eph.
5:27).

Contentions should not prevail
amongst us (1 Cor. 1: 10-13), nor
should there be any “quarrelling,
jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions,

slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder (2
Cor. 12:20). Spiritua discernment, wisdom
todeal withtrying situationsand apassion
for holiness are crucial to being an
overcoming contemporary Church.

We as humans have atendency to be
ruled by our carnal minds, often setting aside
thework of God’ sHoly Spirit who seeksto
rule us. God's Word warns us. “... to be
carndly minded isdegath; but to bespiritually
minded is life and peace’” (Rom. 8:6). The
witnessing and overcoming Churchmust be
led by the Spirit with the wisdom from the
Word of God, alwaysseeking for the Spirit's
anointing and for the operating of Hisgifts
as we fulfill the work of God.

Thereforein thesetesting times, let us
pray that the Malaysian Church will be an
overcoming Churchthat ispureindoctrine
and lifestyle, purposeful and united in her
mission to preach Jesus and powerful in
influencethroughtheempowering of God’s

Holy Spirit.
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Troubles

(44 h, a parcel from Pastor. How nice
A of him,” Amy thought to herself s
shefingered the sending address
on the package that the postman has just
dropped off. She decided to thank him
straightaway and picked up the phone.
Soon, Pastor was on the other end but no,
hehad not sent her anything.

Puzzled, Amy put down the phoneand
tore open the parcel to find a harmless-
looking VCD. Wondering what it was, she
put it in the player and waited. What
appeared in the next few minutes were
revolting scenes of hardcore pornographic
actions!

Amy wasnot theonly onewho received
theVCD; savera other church membersaso
received similar VCDs, al purportedly sent
by their Pastor Tanwhoimmediately lodged
a police report, as did some of the VCD
recipients. Thiswasdoneto protect himsel f
from any potential police action that may
be taken against him (distributing
pornographic materialsis an offence).

Although surprised and saddened by the
whole &ffair, Pr Tan has not let it affect his
ministry in any way. He confessed though,
that initially, he did go on amenta hunt in
search of the sender and what caused him
to do so. He ended the hunt with the
conviction that the sender is not amember
of hisflock, and perhapsitisthisconfidence
inhiscongregation that had enabled himto
move on.

Unlike Pr Tan, Pr Lim knew
immediately the group of peopleresponsible
for trying to get him into trouble with the
authorities. And they were hisown church
members who were unhappy with him for
emphasising certain aspects of the
charismatic renewal — such as deliverance
and healing — in their conservative

at the Frontline

congregation.

So, when Pr Lim handed out some
seminar notes which contained some
sensitivemattersrelating to other religions,
the disgruntled members pounced on the
notesasthemeansto* get even, todisqualify
me from my ministry,” according to Pr Lim.
They handed the notesto theleaders of the
two religiousgroups mentionedinthenotes,
who in turn passed them to the police.

Did he do anything to clear his name?
“No. The police decided to close theissue
intheprocessof theirinvestigation,” PrLim
replied. Blessed with the“time will tell and
thetruth shall prevail” attitude, it waswork
as usual for this pastor who refused to be
mowed down by the malice of his own
sheep.

“ Somememberswere concerned; some
were wondering what it's all about; a few
opposed the work in the church. On the
whole, the church moved on but a few
disgruntled people were affected,” he
recalled.

Asked about his feelings toward the
people concerned, he said: “I don't think |
harbour any ill feelings. It (theincident) only
opens my eyes to see the extent some
Christians are prepared to go to.”

Pastors and leaders make easy targets
for scandals asthey are in the forefront of
God’s work. One way to help protect
themselvesfromfaling prey tounnecessary
troublesisto buildastrong relationshipwith
their members and earn their trust, Pr Tan
suggested.

For Pr Lim, the pastor’s character will
decide ultimately the outcome of any
scandals. “ Their character and timewill tell.
Truth will finally prevail,” he reiterated,
echoing the words of 1 Pet. 2:23: “When
they hurled their insults at him (Jesus), he

“Obey your leaders and submit

to their authority. They keep
watch over you as men who
must give an account. Obey
them so that their work will be a
joy, not a burden, for that would
be of no advantage to you.”

— Heb. 13:17

did not retaliate; when hesuffered, hemade
nothreats. Instead, he entrusted himself to
himwho judgesjustly.”

Note: All namesinthearticlehavebeen changed.

The World In The Church: from page 1

church leaders are often caught in adilemma, not knowing the best
course of action. Such cases call for discernment and wisdom in
knowing the right thing to do. And the courageto do it.

Firm discipline combined with love and a genuine concern for
the wrongdoers, meted out at the beginning of the wrongdoing,
will helpto ‘nip theproblem at itsbud’ beforeit takesroot. If there
isno sign of repentance after exhaustive counselling hasbeen done,
the church should apply the biblical method of discipline, by
following, for example, the casein 1 Cor. 5.

Arresting therot isnot only theresponsibility of theleadership,
but also the obligation of individual Christians. Simple measures,
such astrashing the slander or refuting theallegation if you know it
isuntrue, will discourage further growth.

Not all scandals or accusations are baseless, though. But as
members of the body of Christ, let us conduct mattersin the biblical
way that will ultimately glorify God.

When our houseisin order, peoplewill opentheir heartsto our

gospel.
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Christan Teachers
Urgently Needed

en it comes to education,
Christian parents are generally
sdlfish, concerned only with how

to get the best for their children with scant
regard to nation-building, according to Prof.
Chiam Heng Keng.

The professor in the Department of
Education Psychology and Counsellingin
Universiti Malaya made the bold remark at
the recent “Educational Trends and
Challengesand theMission of the Church”
consultation organised by the NECF
Malaysia Research Commission.

She added that most Christian children
arediscouraged fromgoingintotheteaching
profession becauseit isperceived asanon-
lucrative career.

Prof. Chiam'’ sview iscrediblegiventhat
most of the members of the Teachers
Christian Fellowship (TCF) are over 45

yearsold, asreported by Indryani Kannaiya
representing TCF. Additionally, most
Christianteacherscomefrom East Maaysia,
observed another consultation participant,
Dr Hannah Pillay who is the principal of
Sekolah M enengah K ebangsaan M ethodi st
Banting.

Some 40 peopleinvolved in education
attended the consultation to identify the
current trends and challenges, and the
Church’smissionineducation.

Theissueof theteaching of Scienceand
Mathematicsin Englishwasal so discussed.
Dr Pillay believed that the Government’s
proposal, when implemented, would
providemoreopportunitiesfor thelanguage
to be used, and thus enhance English
proficiency. Dr Chiam concurred and added
that it would help students to familiarise
themsel veswithtechnology termssincethey

aremainly in English.

Research Commission member Datuk
Lew Sip Hon, however, said that English
proficiency could beimprovedinother ways
such as increasing the hours of English
lessons.

Parti cipantsal so discussed theissueof
indisciplineand declining moralsin schools
and traced their cause to the breakdown of
the family structure. These problems have
given rise to religious schools, whether
Islamic or Chrigtian. Participantsagreed that
the Church must play a more activerolein
building strong familiesto stem thetide of
decline.

The Church must also show greater
support to teachersand present teaching as
aninfluential and honourableprofessionto
itsyoungones.

Churches Hold Combined Sunday Service

bout 2,000 members from nine

churches situated within the

Petaling Jaya—Hartamas corridor
cametogether recently for aspecia Sunday
worship serviceto affirm unity in the body
of Christ.

Themed “Together 2002”, the service
began with the various pastors appearing
on stage and linking hands to symbolise
unity. Organising chairman Pr NicholasWu

Together on stageto welcomethecongregation ... pastorsrepresenting their churches.

then wel comed the congregation, followed
by the sound of shofars to kick off the
worship session, which was enhanced by
some 40 dancers from the different
churches.

Director of Prayer Wave Asia,
Singapore, Lai-Kheng Pousson gave a
challenging message on evangelising Asia
and beyond, stressing that unity, alongside
urgency and passion, is an essential

ingredienttorevival.

Commenting ontheeffort putin by the
different churches, Pr Wu said: “The fact
that the pastors can work together without
any sense of insecurity isaclear sign that
the barriers between churches are coming
down.” The other pastorsconcurred. They
hopeto organiseawider-scale, community-
based combined worship service in mid-
2003.
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BM Pastors Fellowshlp
for every state

strong, vibrant PastorsFellowship
A(PF) in every state for pastors of

BM congregations—that isone of
the mgjor goals of the NECF MaaysiaBM
Commission for 2003.

The Commission has aready started
mobilising pastorsto cometogether andin
June this year, it helped to establish the
Johore Bahru BM PF, which now has
pastors from 15 BM congregations.

“We are very encouraged that this

Pastors Fellowshipismoving on very well.
The pastors involved are very committed
to each other and this really helps to
strengthen the BM work in that area,”
commented the Commission’s Executive
Secretary Alfred Tais

The Commission is now working on
reviving four other BM PFs, which it
initiated several years ago but have been
inactive dueto leadership change.

Alfred urgesall pastorsof BM churches

Johor Baru BM Pastors Fellowship -- Chairman Pr
Danid Chow (back row, right); Vice-Chairman Pr Noah
Sikar (middlerow, 2nd fromright); Secretary Elder Daniel
Raut (front row, centre); and Treasurer Pr Winnifred
(front row, right). Therest are committee members.

to come together for support. Meeting
regularly will also help to remind them that
they areintheKingdombusinessand not just
buildingindividual churches, headded.

Church holds serviceto

honour pastors

C vary Church, Kuala Lumpur,
recently organised athanksgiving
serviceto honour its Senior Pastor,
Rev. Datuk Dr Prince Guneratnam, and his
wife, Senior Associate Pastor Datin Dr
Petrina, for their 30 yearsof faithful service
tothechurch.

The special Sunday morning worship
service was held at Dewan PGRM with Dr
David Cho Yonggi, pastor of Yoido Full
Gospel Churchin South K orea, astheguest
Spesker.

During the service, the congregation

wascontinually challenged withthemessage
that God usesordinary people, whowill give
their livestoHim, to do extraordinary things
for His Kingdom.

Thecelebration continuedthat evening
with adinner banquet at the Royal Ballroom
of the Palace of the Golden Horses. Leaders
from component bodies of the Christian
Federation of Madaysia, including Roman
Cathalic Bishop Antony Selvanayagam and
NECF Malaysia Secretary-General Rev.
Wong Kim Kong, were among the 1,000
peoplewho attended thejoyousoccasion.

Rev. Datuk Princeand Datin Petrina being greeted by the Guard of Honour, comprising the Calvary
Church Royal Rangersand Missionnettes, upon their arrival at thethanksgiving worship service.

NATIONWIDE CHARITY CAMPAIGN

Where The
Collection Is
Heading

Palestinian and Afghan refugees
will be the main beneficiaries of
the NECF Malaysia Nationwide
Charity Campaign, organised in
conjunction with the recent 40-
day Prayer and Fast.

Each group will get RM75,000
from the collection which stands
at over RM644,300 (from 242
churches) as at Nov 6. Of the
balance, half will be distributed
among local Christian charitable
organisations and the other half
among their non-Christian
counterparts.

NECEF is currently finalising
the list of recipients and will
presentthe cheques sometime in
January.
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No Change In Stand on
Islamic State Issue

ECF Mdaysia remains firm in its
N standthat Mdaysiaisasecular state
in accordance with a declaration
framed by the Malaysian Consultative
Council of Buddhism, Christianity,
Hinduism and Sikhism (MCCBHYS).
Called “A Declaration on Freedom of
Religion or Belief and Elimination of
Intoleranceand of Discrimination Based on
Religionor Belief”, the Declaration—which
upholds the Federal Constitution’s clear
provisions for the protection of religious
liberties, among other points — was first
adopted and released to the publicin 1988.
In January this year, MCCBHS again
released the Declarationin urgent response
to the Prime Minister’s statement that

Malaysia is already an Islamic State.
Recently, thePrimeMinister resurrected the
issueby publicly repeating the statement.
NECF stands behind the Jan 31
MCCBHS press statement calling the
Federal and all State Governments to
“respect the rights of every person to
freedom of religion and recognise that

Malaysiaiscongtitutionally asecular state.”
Malaysian Christiansarerepresentedin

MCCBHSthroughtheChristian Federation

of Malaysia, of which NECFisamember.

(Note: Copies of the MCCBHS Declaration is
availablefree of charge fromthe NECF office.)

o

=
f
| =]
b
£

New Building
For Greater Impact

fter five years of construction, the 10-storey Wisma FGA
wasformally opened at adedication servicein October.

The building, owned by Full Gospel Assembly Kuaa
Lumpur, will help to fulfil the church’s vision to impact the city,
nation and the world for Christ. With atotal seating capacity of
4,000, the building housesamultipurposehall, baptistry, 24 seminar
rooms, car parks and the church’ s administration office.

Built to cater to the growing congregation, the church’s
leadership has decided to open Wisma FGA for use to churches
which are members of NECF Malaysia and also para-church
organisationsfor aminimal sum to cover basic operational cost.

The building is located beside the current church where the
main servicesarestill being held. Any overflow isdirected to ahall
equipped with closed-circuit television screening of theservicesat
Wisma FGA.

MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Renewal

Membership — both Ordinary and Associate — with NECF
Malaysiaexpire on Dec 31. Please renew your membership
immediately to avoid any disruption to receiving the Berita
NECF.

New Members

We welcome two churchesinto our fellowship:

» Pahang Christian Sanctuary, Raub, Pahang, pastored by
Tiang Kwong Huan

» Agape Christian Centre, Air Itam, Penang, pastored by
Hannah John

We also welcome three individuals as Associate
Members.

Gift Ideas
Running out of ideas what to give your beloved this
Christmas?

How about a gift of membership to NECF Malaysia?
Thisgiftwill provideyour loved onemany benefits, including
information on current issues affecting the Christian
community in Malaysia and the world, discounts to our
seminarsand conferences, discountsto our booksand other
materials, and our bi-monthly Berita NECF.

To get amembership application form, just send an e-
mail to editor@necf.org.my or mhlai @necf.org.my or
patrick @necf.org.my with your address. Wewill immediately
mail the form to you. Or cal our office at 03-7727 8227.
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A HearRT oF ComMPASSION
Caring for the Poor and Needy

by Nesam Ebenezer

live in a fast-moving world.
Speed in communication has
resulted in a borderless world

and this has brought challenges to many
people. The poor remain poor and
unwelcome acts like the abandoning of
innocent children, incest and murder of
family membersareemerginginanaarming
way. The Church cannot remain silent.
Malaysian CARE through theChildrenand
Families Services has been walking
aongsideindividua saswell ascommunities
to help them cope with their problems. At
the same time we work with churcheswho
arekeentowork among the poor and needy.

Wearecommitted first, tothechildren,
and then to their families. We hope to see
each child grow up in apeaceful and happy
environment. Our community staff actively
visit squatters and needy families. We are
sad to note that the number of familiesthat
are not able to take care of their young
childrenisincreasing. Alsoincreasingisthe
number of families where women are the
heads of the households. The absentee
fathers are either victims of acoholism or
drug dependency. Or they have remarried.
Thechildrenareindireneed of guidancein
all areas of their lives.

The Childrenand FamiliesServicesrun
learning and tuition centresfor these needy
children. Wework with the local churches
to achieve our goals. The Learning and
TuitionCentresinBrickfieldsareheldinthe
Tamil Methodist Church and the Lutheran
Church. The Bestari Club in Sri Sentosaiis
an offshoot of thetuition classesrun by St
Paul’ sChurch, Petaling Jaya. Theclub seeks
toinstill good qualitiesand leadership skills
inthechildrenlivinginthehigh-riseflatsin
Sri Sentosa. The Learning Centre, whichis
run once a week on Thursday in Pandan
Jaya, is ajoint project between the First
Baptist Ampang outreach centre and

CARE. Our services are helping the
children now and wetrust, will prepare
them for their future. Some of these
childrenaso attend Sunday School and
churchservices. Wheretheparentsare

unable to care for their children., our
Rumah Care in Cheras offers them a
home. Thechildren areaso referred to

other Children’ sHomes. Wehavegood

rapport withthechildren’ shomesaswe

play an active role in CARNET

(Children at Risk Network).

The children who stay in Rumah
Carearetaken careof by thestaff who play
the role of parents. But we aso make sure
that their own parentsare being empowered
to assumetheir responsibilitiesinthefuture.
Parents’ support groups and community
meetings are held to encourage the adults
to create asafe and happy environment for
thechildren.

We are very much aware that women
play animportant role aswivesand mothers
infamilies. However, there are women who
end upinprisonand areunabletofulfil their
roles. In August 2001 Rumah K epercayaan
opened its doorsto offer refuge to women
with prison records and addictions. This
Home hel ps women to appreci ate the need
to approach life with a holistic perspective
(spirit, mind, emotions and body)
and to adopt anew basisonwhich
tosuccessfully buildtheir lives. We
help the women to achieve this
through a Christian rehabilitation
programme where there are Bible
teaching, counselling, devotions,
therapy and the learning of skills.
Mothers with babies are allowed
to keep them as they go through
the programme.

Family reconciliation is an
important part in al our projects.
Our staff support and counsel the

b

A danceperformanceby the children of Rumah CARE

children and their families.Our ministry isin
obediencetowhat Jesussaidin Luke 14:21—
33 (NIV):

“Gooutintothestreetsand alleys, and
bring back the poor, the crippled, the blind
andthelame...so that my housewill befull.”
We need the help of the Lord and His
strength to accomplish this important
mission. Pray for us.

NesamEbenezer istheDirector, Children & Families
Services, Malaysian CARE.

Nesam is also a member of the NECF Malaysia
Women's Concerns Commission.

Children at the Brickfields Learning Centre
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by Aunty Amara

Uncle Amara, respected and loved by many, ran his race and finished well. In this testimony, Aunty
Amarashares howthe Lord ministered to her. Many names are mentioned in this testimony, areminder
that God, in His love, places us alongside each other that we may love and encourage one another.

share how | went through the woods
after my beloved husband, Amara, went
to be with the Lord on July 9, 2001. | was
in a state of grief, shock and depression.
Two daysafter thefuneral | had avery bad
fall in the bedroom and fractured my right
humerus. | amright-handed and | felt really
lost. Local and international calls,
condolence cards, letters and telegrams
pouredin. When | answered the phoneall |
could say to the concerned callerswasthat
| was OK and | thanked them. | wasnot my
usual chatty self. God in His wonderful
provision gave me so many wonderful
peopleduring thistimeto encourageandto
help me.
Mary Tan, also known asAunty Mary

I thank the Lord for this opportunity to

Kok, isapricelessgem. When she heard of

Amara shomecall, she cameat onceto our
homefor thewakeand shetold methat she
had cometo stay with me. Mary stayed till

thefuneral wasover. When sheheard about

my fall, she cameagain and |ooked after me

for 10 days. All glory to God for such a
truefriend. Sheread the Bibletome, prayed

for me and comforted me.

My children, Shirani, Ashok and Jane
were also wonderfully helpful. Shirani
applied for amaid for me as| really needed
assistance badly. The Canning Gardens
Methodist Church where Ashok is Senior
Pastor waskindnessitself. Whenthey heard
that | had broken my right humerus, they
graciously told Ashok to stay on with me
and assured himthey would hold thefortin

his absence. When | heard a creak in my
right hand, | went to Ipoh and came under
the competent medical care of one of the
church members, Dr Tai. Both he and his
wife, Elaine, were gracious and generous
to me. | thank God for this lovely couple.
During my stay in Ipoh | had the company
of my niece, Evangeline, from Sitiawan.
While my arm was in a sling, | could not
wear a sari and declined invitations from
caring friends who invited me for meals or
to do a spot of window shopping. Thank
you, everyone, for your love and concern.
| also thank God for our pastor and his
wife, June, our cell group members and
relatives. They cameevery night foramonth
to visit us. My eldest brother, Louis Paul,
who livesin Washington, noted thisand he
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“If you fall, just
pick yourself up
and continue to

run the race.”

said that this was something they missin
the western culture. My youngest brother,
Lionel Paul, aso came from Bintulu to be
withus.

Shirani was capably handling all the
matters related to the funeral and the
finances. She was also my teacher and
advisor — telling me what programmes to
watch, how to do the banking, etc. Amara
had handled all these things. | had not
wanted to go for our church family camp.
But Bina assured Shirani she would room
with me and take care of me. | am so
thankful | went for the messages really
ministeredto me. Thank you, churchfamily,
for the love you showered upon me.

| then went to Bintulu with my second
brother, Wilfred Paul and his lovely wife,
Prem to visit my youngest brother, Lionel
Paul, and hislovely wife, Meena It washere
in Bintulu that God continued to minister
Hislove and healing. The days werefilled
with enjoyable company, delicious food,
refreshing rest and long walks. Each day,
for five days, Meena would put on the
Calcutta Keswick tapes. Pastor Arun
Andrews of the Emmanuel Methodist
Church in Bangal ore was the speaker. As|
listened | took notes and now | am sharing
these messages at a cell group in Petaling
Jayainthelovely home of 94-year-old Aunty
Ruth Navaratnam.

It was Shirani who first mooted theidea
of acell group for Aunty Ruth. Praise God
we' ve had eight sessions so far and again,
the Lord has provided wonderful people. |
thank God for adear friend, staff nurseKim
Looi, who givesridesto meand anyoneelse
who needs them. | am the self-appointed
leader of thislovely cell group and we have
had the most wonderful timestogether.

| could date my total healingtowhen |
returned from Bintulu. Y es, life hasbeen so
exciting and | wait upon the Lord every
morning. When | wait upon the Lord, | jot

down the things He wants me to do for
the day: who to visit, to take some food
to, to ring and encourage. | do not drive
and Amara did all the driving. Now the
Lordhasraised up somany angelstodrive
meto different places. | am careful not to
overstretch them. They cometo help me
once a week and so it has worked out
very well. LydiaWong drives meto visit
86-year-old Grace Shantha. We give her
al thenews, | play thepianoandwesing.
Lydiahasacompassionate heart and will
drive miles to transport visually and
hearing impaired peopleto wherever they
need to go. Evelyn Kheng and Kim Looi
have also taken meto visit Grace. | thank
the Lord for each one of them.

TheLord continuesto giveme open
doorsfor ministry. Having gone through
depression myself, | am now able to
minister to the depressed. | continue my
ministry to Seelan Richardswho livesin
Gombak. Seelan had suffered astrokein
1998. | have taught him about 400
chorusesand he has picked them up very
well because he is very musical. Every

Monday morning | am onthephonewith him
for an hour or more. Praise God he is a
committed Christian. | thank the Lord for
opportunities to minister to Bhavari Samuel
every Friday and also for the opportunity to
be part of theintercessory group that meets
in Malath Das' home.

| truly praise the Lord for the way He
fills my days with joy and excitement. My
beloved Amara used to say that all who go
ahead to bewith the Lord will be cheering the
rest of uson. “If you fall” he said, “just pick
yourself upand continuetoruntherace.” The
important thingisto keep runningtill wereach
the finishing tape. Even if we are the last to
reach thetape, wewill get astanding ovation
from those who are in the arena cheering us
on. Yes, | am holding the torch and running
on.

My daughter, Shirani, hasaheart for the
poor and so both of us are involved in the
ministry tothe squatter childrenwholivenear
our church. We teach them English on
Saturday afternoons. Praise God for each one
who helpsin these English classes: my niece,
Shenara Ponniah, Doris and her daughter
Felicia, Kun Y eap and her son Anthony and
her daughter, Alice Lee, Joana, Bina, Ldlitha,
Ting Leng and our Pastor Cho Hui who is
solidly behind the ministry. | also wish to
acknowledge Yeoh Beng Keat and his wife
Kam Fong. They are great supporters and
enouragers.

| praise God with all my heart for His
loveand graceandfor all thewonderful family
membersand brothersand sistersinthefamily
of God. Praise the Lord again and again!

Aunty Amaraisagreat encouragement to all who know
her. Shelovesthe Lord and serves Himcheerfully and
enthusiastically.
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ly in the morning, after having spent the night at His
Ea'avouri te prayer mountain, the Mount of Olives, Jesuswent
0 the Temple. When all the people came to Him, He sat
downand beganto teach (see John 8:1-2). It wasapeaceful setting
that Jesus definitely enjoyed.

Suddenly, thetranquility wasrudely shattered when the Scribes
and Pharisees forcibly brought before Him a woman caught in
adultery. They demanded that Jesussanction her death asprescribed
by the Law. At first, Jesusdid not answer. Hejust stooped down
and, with Hisfinger, wroteontheground, whilethereligiousleaders
persisted in their demands for lethal force (see John 8:3-6).

Asterrible asthe sin of thiswoman was, she should not have
had to stand accused alone, since it takes two people to commit
adultery. Where was the man? Why was he a so not brought in?
TheLaw specifiesthat both of them should be stoned. Intheeyes
of the accusersit was all right to condemn the woman but not the
man. What a contradiction!

Equal Responshbility

Thepicture aboveissimilar to what we often seein ministry circles
today. People driven by excessive zeal intentionally focus on
passages of the Scriptures that favour their biased points of view.
They demand judgment onwomen ‘ caught ... inthevery act’ (John
8:4) without paying attention to men’s share of responsibility for
theviolation. Whilethisgoeson, women stand exposed, humiliated
and defiled. Deprived of legitimate male covering, they are often
driven to adulterous substitutes.

While Jesuswroteontheground, Hechosenottobringupmen’s
sinsingeneral and not to ask that the mal e adulterer al so be brought
in. Neither did Hetell the salf-righteous accusers that they were as
guilty asthe woman and the man caught in adultery. He, however,
knew thiswastrue, because He was able to read the men’ s hearts.

Why did He keep quiet? Because He is a reconciler, not a
divider. Heisanintercessor, not an accuser. He purposely refused
to take sides because taking sides is what the devil does. Jesus
came “to seek and to save which was lost” (Luke 19:10). And
what was lost is not in one piece or in one pile. It isbroken and
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scattered all over the place. Hedoesnot pick the best-looking parts
and reject the most damaged ones. He waits until He is able to
embrace al the broken pieces, take them in His arms, place them
closeto His heart and then fix them!

In the same manner, Jesus refusesto take sideswhen it comes
tothegender gap. Hewill not lower menin order to elevatewomen
orvice-versa. Instead, He meetsthem at whatever level they areat
inorder to bring both of themup to Hislevel. Thisistheway of the
Cross. Jesusisfaithful, even when we are unfaithful, because He
cannot deny Himself. Heisa Saviour, not acondemner.

A Radical M essage

IsJesus’ approach effective? Y es! Wheredo you think thosemen
went after they |eft Jesusthat day? Most likely they went hometo
their wives. Having seenthemselvesreflected on thetroubled face
of theaccused woman, they must haverealized how closethey had
come, at onetime or another, to standing accused like her. Jesus
silenceforever stamped the ugliness of adultery intheir memory.

To the woman He said, “From now on sin no more” (John
8:11). What aliberating message overflowing with so much hope!
Rather than dwelling on the past, He covered it with mercy and
pointed thewomanin thedirection of restorative holiness. Sinning
no more meant breaking up with her fellow adulterer and repairing
her damaged marriage — a difficult but necessary assignment that
callsfor gender reconciliation at the deepest level.

Is such aradical change possible? Yes! Immediately after
uttering the command not to sin anymore, Jesus proclaimed, “1 am
thelight of theworld; hewhofollowsMeshall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). He knows about our
darkness. He knows we need His light. Rather than cursing our
darkness, He shinesfor usto seetheway andtofollow Him. When
we do, we |leave darkness behind, forever.

Shortly after Jesusdeclared HE wasthelight of theworld, avery
intensetheological discussion erupted. Atfirst, many peopleresisted
Hiswordsand accused Him of fal setestimony, asevereoffenceunder
thelaw. However, Jesus stood firm. He said, “When you lift up the
Son of Man, then you will know that | am He” (John 8:28). When
the crowd heard His unwavering words,
“many cameto believein Him” (John 8:30).

What doesit meanthat thosewho“liftup
the Son of Man ... will know thet | am He?’
Theword “Man” in “Son of Man” does not
only refer to maes. It is the Greek word
anthropos, which includes both men and
women.

It is about time we lift up the Son of
Man, the Saviour of both men and women.
When we see Jesus as the Son of Man
(anthropos), we will find that in Him, men
and women arereconciled; wewill take our
position in Christ, and we will begin to
minister harmoniously side by side, like
Adam and Eve did in the Garden.

FromWomen, God' s Secret Weapon by Ed Slvoso
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By Dr Leong Tien Fock

Good education holds out the promise of agood life in the
future. Hence, the frantic pursuit of higher education and better
paper qualifications. In this compelling article,Dr Leong Tien
Fock calls for a re-thinking on the purpose of education inthe

light of God’s Kingdom.
ost Maaysian Christianswould,
and should, support the recent

M emphasis on English even if

some would oppose the way it is
implemented. However, we need to be
aware of the assumption that comes with
thisemphasis.

The official reason given for the
emphasis is that Malaysians need to be
compstitive in the global market. In itself,
there is nothing wrong with this. What is
guestionableistheaccompanying assumption
that the goal of education is basically
economic. Thus, tertiary education must be
market-driven, not just market-sensitive, and
most tertiary studentsthink only of pursuing
an economically rewarding career.

ThereisnothingwrongwithaChristian
having a materially rewarding career. What
isof concerniswhen Christiansalsohavethe
assumptionthat thegod of tertiary education
isawell-paid and well-respected job.

Traditionally the goal of higher
education is the quest for truth, including

scientifictruth. Most of theearly universities
intheWest beganbasicaly asBiblecolleges
and most of the early scientists were
Chrigtians. In fact Sir Isaac Newton wrote
more on theology than on science and his
passionfor sciencewasdrivenby hisChristian
faith. Industrialisation haschangedall that.

The current emphasis on English, and
theteaching of Mathematicsand Sciencein
English, assumes as well as promotes the
materialistic view of education. If Christians
support theemphasis—which they should,
for a higher purpose — without being
consciousof itsassumption, they will likely
be further influenced by this materialistic
view, without their permission.

The Endangered Species

What are the practical implications of
Christians (consciously or unconsciously)
having such a view? One concrete
consequence has become a crisis for the
Malaysian Church: Christianteachersinthe
public schools are fast becoming an

HY STUDY?

‘endangeredspecies’.

The public schools are where almost
every Malaysian has his foundationa and
formative education. The influence of the
schools, for the better or for the worse, is
S0 encompassing (touching most
Malaysians) and sofar reaching (for therest
of their lives) that it is frightening to think
of the future of the Malaysian Church if
current trends persist.

According to Prof. Awang Had Salleh,
the" modern, Western type education began
inthiscountry about 30yearsafter thecoming
of the British to Malaya The first English
school was the Penang Free School,
established by the Rev. R. S. Hutchings, in
1816. For about 100 years, education was|eft
in the hands of missionariesuntil the (British)
government took over intheearly 1900s’. The
Christian impact of this aspect of Maaysian
historyisstill beingfelttoday. But notfor very
long more unless there is a dramatic turn in
how Christiansview education.

Seek Firg the Kingdom

Christiansare commanded to “ seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness”’,
thatis, God' swill tobedoneon earth asitis
in heaven. To set us free to obey the
command, Christ promised“all thesethings
shall beadded to you”. Our common calling

see page 12
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Why Study?: from page 11

asChristiansisto contributein oneway or
another to the extension of God’ sKingdom
on earth. Our specific calling (‘vocation’) is
the meansthrough whichweaccomplishthat.

Depending on the natural talents and
spiritual giftsGod hasblessed uswith, and
inlinewith our passions, personalitiesand
experiences, we may be called to be
engineers, businessmen, doctors, or pastors.
Or teachers. Itisalso through our vocation
that the Lord adds “all these things’ (and
oftenmuchmore) tous. Butthematerialistic
view of education tells usto seek first “all
these things’ ... and much more.

Thishasseriousconsequencesnot only
on the mission of the Church but also on
the well-being of Christians. Unless our
work is somehow in line with our calling,
we will aways be a square peg in around
hole. Wecannot betruly fulfilled no matter
how prestigious our social statusis. And
we cannot really enjoy life no matter how
much money we make.

Influenced by the Christian concept of
calling, even non-Christian career
counsellors are beginning to talk like
spiritual advisers. According to Richard
Leider and David Shapiro a“ perfect job” is
one in which “you’re applying the talents
you enjoy most to an interest you're
passionate about, in an environment that fits
who you are and what you value”’. They
affirm that “people do find, or invent, or
createthesejobs’.

For someonewhoista entedinteaching

and is passionate about little children her
perfectjobisfoundinakindergarten. Think
of thelong-termimpact such aChristian can
have on successive generations of children
intheir early formativeyears. Besides, since
sheisdoingwhat shenaturally lovesandis
successfully touchinglivesshewill experience
a sense of fulfillment that no amount of
prestige or money can give. But Chrigtians
called to be kindergarten, or even public
school, teacherswill misstheir calingif they
seek first“all thesethings... andmuchmore’.

Currently, teachinginthepublicschools
is not at all attractive to Christians. The
‘prospects arenot muchwhiletheproblems
are many. Further, it may require them to
first endurethe STPM to get into a Science
or Artswith Education course offered only
in a public university. Going to a private
college right after SPM is so much more
appealing and ‘rewarding’. But if we are
calledto beteachers, teachingisour mission.

If the missionaries had looked at the
prospects and the problemsin the mission
field and the need to first endurelearning a
foreign language, how many would have

Unless our work is somehow

in line with our calling, we will
always be a square peg in a

round hole.

come? If they had not come, barring God's
intervention, how many of us would be
Christianstoday?

When wefind purpose and fulfillment
in what we do, prospects and problems do
not matter. Even Nietzsche (who coined the
phrase“God isdead”) said, “Hewho hasa
why to live for can bear with almost any
how”. [}

(Dr Leong, a member of the NECF Malaysia
Research Commission, isa researcher and lecturer-
at-largewith Malaysia Campus Crusadefor Christ.
He has a degree in civil engineering from the
University of Malaya and obtained an M.A. in Old
Testament Sudiesfrom Wheaton College, and a Ph.D
inNear Eastern Languagesand Culturesfromthe
University of California.)
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Pastors Appreciation
Evening (PAE)

ECF Malaysiaisinitiating this programme nationwide as
N part of its ongoing Pastors Prayer Shield campaign
launched last year.

Eating together doeswondersfor inter-personal relationships,
and sothe PAE will beintheform of adinner banquet cummessage
held at various regions. Churches located within the region are
encouraged to taketheir pastors and spousesto thedinner astheir
way of appreciating and honouring them, but morethan these, this
small gesture will spur them on intheir ministry.

The first PAE will be held in Ipoh on Jan 9, 2003. For more
information, contact Rev. Lai Moo Him at 012-5055836 or 03-
77278227.

Thanksgiving Tea
on Dec 7

T hisyearly get-together of prayer leaders and intercessors
fromall over Maaysiaisorganised by the NECF Maaysia
Prayer Commissionto celebratewhat God hasdonethrough
the commission during the year.

The gathering is also an occasion for those in the ministry of
mobilising intercession to network and bond with each other.

There will be a review of the various prayer initiatives
undertaken throughout the year and a preview of what the
commission hopes to do next year.

The gathering will be held at Full Gospd Tabernacle, Subang
Jaya. Churches are urged to send their representatives with a
participation fee of RM5 each to cover the cost of refreshment.

[INIGRU

NECF to Visit South

NNECFMalaysiateamwill visit pastorsand churchleaders
in JOHORE from Jan 23 to 28 as part of the organisation’s

church relations programme aimed at strengthening
relationships with member-churches throughout the country,
especially thoseoutsidetheKlang Valley.

The team, comprising members of the NECF staff, will update
churches on the current trends and issues affecting the Church in
Malaysia. In return, it hopes to get feedback about any problems
facingthechurchesdown south.

East Malaysians in the
Peninsula

T he NECF Maaysia BM Commission will hold a two-day
consultation next Marchtoidentify the problemsfacing East
Malaysianslivingin Peninsular Malaysia

The consultation will help pastors and workers in the BM
ministry in Peninsular Malaysiato be more effective in their work
among the approximately 75,000 East Maaysians living here.

The consultation will begin with the presentation of papersby
three speakers. Datuk Dr Maximus Ongkili (Migration and Problems
Facing East Malaysiansin thepeninsula), Kon Onn Sein (Education
Trends) and an authority who will speak about East Malaysians
crimina activities here.

The Commission hopes to hold this consultation every six
monthsto monitor the programmesthat have been planned to help
the East Malaysianslivinginthe peninsula.

For more information, contact Alfred Tais of NECF at 019-
2683119 or 03-77278227 (tel.) or atm@pc.jaring.my (e-mail).

SHARING

NECF Anniversary with
Anne Graham Lotz VCD

his one-hour VCD presents a

I compelling message by Dr Anne

Lotz Graham about hope and

heaven based on John’s writing in
Revelations.

Anne, the second daughter of Dr Billy
Graham, delivered the message at NECF
Malaysia’'s 20th anniversary dinner at
Petaling Jaya in June. The VCD also
contains a 15-minute multimedia
presentation of NECF s ministries.

Cdl NECF at 03-77278227 or e-mall
enquiries@necf.org.my for orders.

REsSOURCES

Year-End
Greetings

The Council and Staff of
NECF Malaysia wish all
our readersablessed
Christmas and a
meaningful New Year. May
you continue to grow in
love, faith and service in the
yeartocome.
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ForREIGGN NEWS

UN Report on
Arab countries

recent UN report by Arab scholars

links a lack of basic freedoms with
social underdevelopment in the Arab
League’ s22 nations.

Compared with other world regions,
Arab countries rate lowest in individua
liberties, civil participation and press
freedom. More than half of Arab women
are illiterate and female participation in
government istheworld’ slowest.

The combined GDP of al 22 countries
islessthan Spain’s. Labour productivity has
been low and is declining; Arab countries
have not developed as quickly as other
comparableregions. —Pulse

Indian Government
Threatens to
Abolish Minority
Rights

e Indian Church is being seriously
threatened by government attemptsto
abolish minority rightsand enact legidation
against conversions, reported Compass.
India sfederal government, led by the pro-
Hindu BJP part, is opposed to the concept
of minority rightsand haspromised to move
toward eliminating them.

Thegovernment hasargued beforethe
Supreme Court that minority educational
institutions could not seek aid from the
government asamatter of right. Christians
have seen thisasan attempt to cut off aidto
schoolsrunby thechurch.

K.S Sudarshan, chief of the RSSHindu
fundamentalist organisation, hassuggested
that legislation is needed against religious
conversions in order to ensure good
relations among communities.

On Oct 5, the state of Tamil Nadu
enacted such alaw, banning conversions
either “by force, allurement or fraudulent
means,” and leviesimprisonment and ahefty
fineonthosefound guilty.

Meanwhile, Pulsereported that militant
Hindugroupshaveallegedthat al conversion
to Christianity happensby forceor fraud and
they reportedly influenced the ordinance's
passing. Sofar only oneother state, Orissa,
hasasimilar ordinanceinforce, but Christians
fear thiswill spread to other states.

There is a similar bill pending in the
national Parliament, which even claimsthat
provision of freeeducation by Christiansis
an “inducement” to conversion and will
incur heavy penalties, Compass said. Such
an ordinance would make it easier for
extremist groups to harass and obstruct
Christianswitnessing to non-Christians.

The Growth of
the Pentecostal
Church

study of churchgrowthintheU.S. has

revealed Pentecostal churches to be
among the fastest-growing groups,
experiencing double-digit growth nationally
from 1990 to 2000. According to The New
York Times, “ Religious Congregationsand
Membership: 2000” found that the
Assemblies of God was the third fastest-
growing denomination, increasing 18.5
percent or 2.6 million since the last survey
in 1990.

Released in September by a Roman
Catholic research group, the study
discoveredthat “ conservative Protestants”
gained while “moderate” and “liberal”
Protestants continued to suffer an exodus
of membership.

Conducted every 10 years by the
Association of Statisticians of American
ReligiousBodiesand published by Glenmary
Research Centre, the survey looked at more
than 150 Christian and non-Christian
groups.

Thefastest-growingreligiousgroupin
the last decade was the Mormon Church,
boosting its national membership by 19.3
percent to atotal of 4.2 million. Southern
Baptists remained the largest Protestant
denomination with 19.9 million, but
registered just five percent growth
nationally. —Ministries Today

More Muslims
Than Evangelicals
In Germany

The number of Mudims in Germany is
rising steadily duetoimmigration and a
higher birth rate (among the Muslims).
Thereare 3.45 million Mudimsin “Luther’'s
country” today, compared with 3.24 million
one year ago. Most of them are Turkish

immigrants; only 12,000 Muslims are of
German descent.

Accordingto figurespublished by the
Central Islam in Soest nearly 74 percent
(2.55 million) take their religion serioudy.
This exceeds the estimated number of 1.5
million evangelicals. —idea

Mré FPregnant
Teenagers
Worldwide

espitesex educationand contraception,

moreand moreteenagersget pregnant.
According to Unicef, each year 1.25 million
girls between the ages 15 and 19 are
expecting a baby; one in three has an
abortion.

Out of 28 industrial nations, the U.S.
hasthe highest number of teenageabortions
— 52,100 per year. The U.K. comes next
with 30,800 and in third place is New
Zedland with 29,800.

Austria (14,000), Germany (13,100)
and Norway (12,400) rank in midfield, while
Switzerland (5,500), Japan (4,500) and
South Korea (2,900) are at the bottom of
thelist. —idea

AIDS Update

me 40 million people are infected with

IV, the AIDSvirus. Another 20 million
havedready diedfromit. About 9,000 people
die of AIDS every day and 15,000 more are
infected. AIDS kills mostly people in poor
countries. The worst affected countries are
in Africa, but seriousthreats are devel oping

see page 15
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New WEA head urges
the global church to “go together”

hat is your vision for the
global church today?
The Church, the people of God,

havetohaveaunitedrelationship—dynamic,
harmonious and interconnected. Before,
peoplewould plan and act independently of
one another; | say no more of that. Jesus
prayed John 17:20-23, “that they may dl
beone, sothat ...” There'saresponse: “...
theworld may believe.”

Our unity isnot atheoretical unity, but
it hasafunctiona, missional component. It's
thesameunity that the Father, Son and Spirit
have — a dynamic, active unity. There's
movement, rhythm, joy and vitaity. One
member cannot move without the others
moving.

What social dynamics could affect the
church “going together” ?
The movement of the gospel isin cultures
influenced by Buddhism, animism,
secularism, Ilam and Hinduism. We need
toredisethat aresponseto Jesusisasmuch
asocia as a spiritual decision. People are
saying,“ Y outak about bringinglife, freedom
and wholenessto us.” These communities
haveaway they structuresociety. A person
knows that they’ll be loved and cared for.
They know where to go when they have
problems, need wisdom and counsel.
Theissue of Christianity is: “Can you

show meacommunity that isbetter or equal
totheoneyou' re asking meto leave?’ So,
it'sasmuch asocia asaspiritua decision.

Where have you seen these social
dynamics at play?
I’vetravelled to Indig, theMiddle East, and
Europe among others. Grinding poverty,
socia decay and hopearered issuesinthese
cultures. Do we realise that Jesus loved
people as whole people? We can't reduce
the gospel down to a spiritual salvation
becausethe compassion, loveand power of
God touch usin our wholeness.

God in Hisgreat wisdom hasraised up
incredible diversity in skills and

Gary Edmonds is the new secretary-general of World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), a
global network of more than a million local evangelical churches in 110 nations,
including Malaysia. WEA assists national evangelical fellowships, such as NECF
Malaysia, to disciple their nations. In this interview with World Pulse, he shares his
vision for WEA'’s role in equipping churches around the world.

2,000 known evangelical Christians. The
Churchin Turkey hasahugedesiretogrow,
to raise its own national leaders. Other
members of the body can come alongside
tosay, “We'll bethereto help mentor anew
generation so it can stand up on its own
strength.” We need to ask, “How can we
connect the body of Christ so that the
Turkishchurchcaninitiateachurch planting
movement within itsown nation?’

| sat withagroup of 10 Kabyle Berber
church leadersin Algeria. They believed
God had called them to see a church
planted in every town in Algeria. What
impacted themtofollow Christ? They said
they saw Christiansworking in their land

“Sometimes we think of unity in high concepts. We need to boll it

down to knowing each other by name and speaking well of each

other. Than we can explore how we can work together.”

speciaisation. He's saying to us, “Thisis
the body, diverse members, but one body.”
Let’s learn how to move and operate
together asone. Insodoingwe'll presenta
clear picture of God.

What will operating “asone’ look like?
In Turkey, for example, there are 1,500 to

who knew each other by name, who spoke
well of each other, and actually did things
together in loving ways. Sometimes we
think of unity in high concepts. We need
to boil it down to knowing each other by
name and speaking well of each other.
Than we can explore how we can work
together.

AIDS Update: from page 14

in China, India, Indonesiaand Russia.
Meanwhile in Uganda, its abstinence
educationisproducing significant resultsin
reducing AIDS, accordingtoanew Harvard
University study. The HIV infection rate
dropped 50 percent between 1992 and 2000.

When the programme started, 21
percent of pregnant women were HIV-
positive; by 2001, the number was six
percent. Education startswith an abstinence
programme for youths called “True Love
Waits.” Morethan 30,000 Ugandan youths

arecurrently involved in the programmethat
focuseson abstinence until marriage.

In other nations with high HIV
infections, such as Zimbabwe and
Botswana, condoms were promoted asthe
solution to the AIDS crisis. —Pulse



BALI / INDONESIA

eOct 12 Bali bombingsfinally pushed
thelndonesian government totakethe
firstfirmstepinweeding out terrorist groups
operating from the country. President
Megawati Sukarnoputri signed two anti-
terror decreesimmediately after theincident
at theresort town of Kutathat killed about
190 people, mainly foreign tourists. The
decrees will give authorities wide powers
in the hunt for the perpetrators of the
bombings. Indonesia has even asked the
United Nationsto put Jemaah Idamiyah (J1),
suspectedto bebehind thebombings, onits
list of terrorist organisations, according to
an AFP report. Jl istheregiona terror group
based in Indonesia and linked to Osama’'s
a-Qaeda. Itsleader, Abubakar Ba asyir who
isnow being questioned by the Indonesian
policefor thebombings, isaself-confessed
al-Qaeda member. Please pray for God's
hand to beupontheauthoritiesinvestigating
thebombingsand for thefragilesituationin
Indonesia where there are great fears that
militant Muslims will react to the
government’s action against JI; for Jesus
love to be demonstrated to the suffering
Balinese during this time through the love
and practical helpsfrom Christians.

BELARUS

elarusian President Aleksandr

Lukashenko officially signed the
country'shighly repressivenew religionlaw,
described by Keston Institute as the most
repressive of its kind in Europe. The new
law outlawsunregistered religiousactivity;
requirescompulsory prior censorshipfor al
religious literature; bans foreign citizens
from leading religious organisations;
restrictspublishingand educationtofaiths
that have 10 registered communities,
including at least oneregisteredin 1982; and
bans all but occasional, small religious
meetings in private homes. All religious
organisationsmust apply for re-registration
within two years. Many small groups will
not passtherequirementsfor re-registration
and will be rendered illegal. Other groups
that did not have aregistered community in
1982 (at the height of the Soviet era) will
be banned from ever becoming a“ religious

association”, a status necessary for
publishing and importing literature, or
running charitiesand schoolsor theol ogical
education. Pray for spiritual wisdom and
peacefor al evangelical Protestant pastors
and leaders whose ministries and
congregationsareaffected by thislaw, that
they may have grace to lead well and that
they remain bonded in a spirit of love and
solidarity.

Il'VORY COAST

he conflict here, whilst basically

political, is essentialy religious at it
roots. Northern Muslims, led by rebel
Musdlim soldiers, are demanding a Muslim
government. The Christian population,
living mainly in southern and central Ivory
Coast, support thegovernment of President
Gbagbo who is a Christian. A tenuous
ceasefirehasbeen brokered after four weeks
of heavy fighting that hasleft more than 300
dead and 200,000 displaced. Christians
trapped in rebel-held areas are still in
extreme peril. Most are hungry and fleeing
50to 100 km through the bush to southern
villagesto savetheir lives. The situation is
horrendous for al, but especially for the
elderly, children and pregnant women.
Please pray for their safety and for the
miracle of peace; pray against this ‘ melt-
down’ inwhat hasbeen acentrefor mission
and Church growth in West Africa; for
strength and healing from the Lord for
Christians who had been bereaved and
traumatised through the conflict; great
wisdom for President Gbagbo and his
government asthey negotiatefor peaceand
national reconciliation.
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LEBANON

Bible college in Lebanon trains
Christian leadersfrom many countries
in the Middle East. Pray that this college
will be effective in its strategic role of
providing leadersfor churchesthroughout
the region. Since Sept 11, the college has
encountered great difficulty in obtaining
visasfor potential studentsfromcertainArab
countries. Pray that God will open the door
for the affected students.

IR AQ

ristians in Irag are the convenient
egoatsto bepunishedinretaliation
for any aggressive actions by the West,
particularly the US, over the nuclear arms
issue. Many Muslim Iragis identify them
with the ‘ Christian’ West, the enemy. Pray
that Iragi Christians will know the Lord’'s
peace and protection during thistimeof fear
and insecurity. Meanwhile, a recently-
established Christianministry intheMiddle
Eastisproviding practical training for Iragi
Chrigtianrefugeesand a so other Christians.
It teaches computer repair skills and offers
coursesin sewing and weaving to women.
With these skills, they will be more ableto
find work. Pray for the smooth running of
thesecourses, andthat God will supply over
and above all the materials and resources
needed to run them.

S R I L ANKA

The Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka
saysthe Society for the Preservation of
Buddhismisaggressively tryingto establish
chaptersin every district of the country to
monitor growth of Christianity and prevent
conversions. Radical Buddhistsalsoaimto
closedown churchesintraditional Buddhist
villages. Attackson evangelical churchesin
rural areashaveescal ated. Buddhist monks
havereportedly incited local peopleto carry
them out becausethey feel that these small
fellowships threaten to undermine the
cultural and religious unity of this
predominantly Buddhist nation. Pray that
this situation will not intimidate the
Christians, but instead, spur them to reach
out to their people in ways that will glorify
His name.
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